2,000 settlers sign up with Labour Party 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — Some 2.UUU Jewish settlers 
from the West Bank have broken ranks to join the Labour Party of 
Pnme Minister Shimon Peres ahead of expected early elections in 
May. a party spokesman said Wednesday. Yoram Don said the 
settlers had joined the party over the past four months. “This 
shows that there is a Labour presence in the West Bank 
settlements.'' he said. "These settlers have understood what is 
good for the future of Israel. They know that the Labour Party 
defends their interests.' 1 he said. “We think more and more 
settlers wilt sign up with Labour as the elections near," he added. 
The vast majority of the 140.000 Jewish settlers living among 
Palestinians on the West Bank and Gaza Strip are strongly 
opposed to the Labour Party policy of granting autonomy to the 
Palestinians and vote for conservative and extreme right-wing 
parties. Most of the new Labour members come from “commuter" 
settlements near Jerusalem and from the northern West Bank. 
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No concessions in unrest — Bahrain 

BEIRUT (AFP) — Bahrain will not make concessions in the face 
of the unrest which has plagued the Gulf state for more than a 
year. Information Minister Mohammad Ibrahim Ai Mutawa said 
in an interview published Wednesday. He told die Saudi newspap- 
er Al Asharq AI Awsat that Manama ruled out concessions "when 
it concerns the security of the country” and would not open a 
dialogue wirh the opposition. “What is happening falls under the 
category of security and not politics." Mr. Mutawa charged that 
the "troublemakers” were being manipulated from abroad, in an 
apparent reference to Iran, and had plastered waits of mosques 
with portraits of foreign leaders as well as political slogans. “We 
have not dosed the mosques but banned them from being used for 
anything but prayer,” he said. The minister said 360 people had 
appeared in court and more than 200 others were still being 
investigated, since trouble first erupted in December 1994. Some 
260 of around 600 being held were arrested over the last two 
months. 
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Peres: Christopher 
rescued Syria talks 


King meets 
prime minister 

HIS MAJESTY King Hussein 
on Wednesday paid a visit to 
the Prime Ministry whore he 
met with Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim AI Kabariti in 
the presence of His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san and Royal Court Chief 
Awn Khasawneh. King Hus- 
sein voiced satisfaction with 
the government’s plans to 
deal with the various issues of 
c on cern to the public. He also 
passed his directives about a 
number of questions to the 
prime minister, who renewed 
the government's commit- 
ment to the implementation of 
the directives contained in the 
letter of appointment 



His Majesty King Hussein with Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti during a 
visit he paid to tne Prime Ministry on Wednesday (Photo by Yousef Allan) 


Kabariti pledges to promote 
Parliament's role, better ties 


King hosts iftar 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Wednesday hosted an iftar in 
honour of representatives of 
the Karak and Madaba gov- 
emorates as well as the Royal 
Court personnel. The ban- 
quet was attended by His 
Royal Highness Prince Faisal 
Ben AI Hussein, several 
members of the Royal family. 
Prime Minister Abdul Karim 
Al Kabariti, Royal Court 
Chief Awn Khasawneh. the 
King’s advisors and the gov- 
ernors of Karak and Madaba. 

Half of Palestinians 
are under 15 

RAMALLAH (AFP) — 
Almost half of the 2.2 million 
Palestinians living in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
are under the age of 15. 
according to survey results 
released on Wednesday. 
According to the Central 
Bureau of Statistics, based in 
Ramallah. 1.330.000 Palesti- 
nians live in the West Bank 
and East Jerusalem, and 
another 934,000 live in the 
Gaza Strip. Among the 
Palestinians. 46.9 per cent 
are under the age of 15. the 
bureau said. The average 
Palestinian family has 6.7 
members in the West Bank 
and 7.8 in the Gaza Strip. 
Illiteracy affects 23.6 per cent 
of women and 16 per cent of 
men. but 17 per cent of 
Palestinians in the auton- 
omous territories have com- 
pleted secondary education, 
and four per cent have uni- 
versity degrees. Palestinians 
marry relatively young, at the 
age of 23 for men and 18 for 
women, while 30 per cent 
marry their cousins. Poly- 
gamy is on the verge of dis- 
appearing. representing only 
3.2 per cent of marriages on 
the West Bank and 4.4 per 
cent in the Gaza Strip. 

Demirel hints at 
fresh elections 

ANKARA (AFP) — Turkish 
President Suleyman Demirel 
hinted Wednesday at the pos- 
sibility of fresh general elec- 
tions after a series of failed 
attempts to form a govern- 
ment from the current legisla- 
ture. itself only weeks old. 
“If parliament cannot pro- 
duce a government, the Tur- 
kish people may produce 
another parliament,” Mr. 
Demirel told a group of 
businessmen at a meeting 
here. "Our sincere wish is the 
formation of a government 
shortly to deal with our poli- 
tical and economic prob- 
lems," he added. "Otherwise* 
elections could be held one 
after another until a govern- 
ment receiving a parliamen- 
tary vote of confidence 
emerges." 

2 Israeli soldiers 
wounded in attack 

MARJAYOUN (AFP) — At 
least two Israeli soldiers were 
wounded in South Lebanon 
on Wednesday when Iranian- 
backed Hizbollah guerrillas 
attacked an army vehicle 
near the Crusader Castle of 
Beaufort, security sources 
said. A Hizbollah spokesman 
in Beirut claimed responsibil- 
ity for the attack in the bor- 
der “security zone" occupied 
by Israel. 

Egypt cracks $19b 
bank fraud 

CAIRO (AFP) — Three 
foreigners were arrested after 
attempting to cheat $19 bil- 
lion out of Egyptian banks 
using false letters of guaran-’ 
tee. police said Wednesday. 
Police seized eight letters of 
guarantee forged to look like 
they were from foreign cen- 
tral banks with false signa- 
tures of the heads of state or 
director of the Internationa! 
Monetary Fund. The letters 
were intended to cover the 
withdrawal of 4.27 billion 
U.S. dollars. 27.5 billion 
German marks and 200.000 
kilogrammes of gold from 
Egyptian banks, officials 
said. The three foreigners, 
who were not identified, 
lived in luxury hotels in Cairo 
and were helped by Egyptian 
accomplices ‘‘Who introduced 
them to senior officials in 
banking and other important 
figures'in the country." 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres cre- 
dited U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher Wednes- 
day with preventing Israeli- 
Syrian peace negotiations 
from breaking down because 
of the impending Israeli elec- 
tion campaign. 

“I was very afraid at one 
point that the negotiations 
could stop. This has already 
happened twice and can al- 
ways happen again." Mr. 
Peres said after a briefing 
from Mr. Christopher on the 
U.S. diplomat's latest mis- 
sion to Syria. 

The prime minister said 
Mr. Christopher “has com- 
pleted one of the most diffi- 
cult missions in diplomacy" 
by assuring Syrian President 
Hafez Al Assad that ex- 
pected early elections in 
Israel this spring would not 
prevent progress in the strug- 
gling peace talks. 

“It was quite easy for the 
Syrian side to misread what 
was happening here... which 
could have caused the inter- 
ruption of the negotiations,” 
he said. 

Mr. Christopher "gave 
them an objective picture and 
in a very convincing way reas- 
sured them that the peace 
negotiations can be con- 
tinued. that time would not 
be wasted no matter what is 
taking place in our country,” 
Mr. Peres said. 

Israeli officials have said 
Mr. Peres will announce next 
week that general elections 
scheduled for October will be 
moved up to May. in part in 
hope of giving the Labour 
government a dear mandate 
to negotiate with Syria. 

They said that during the 
election campaign — which is 
likely to highlight the deep 


UNITED NATIONS (Agen- 
cies) — Iraq and the United 
Nations resumed talks 
Wednesday over a possible 
oil-for-food deal, a U.N. 
spokeswoman said. 

The talks are taking place 
in a "busineslike and positive 
atmosphere." said spokes- 
woman Sylvana Foa. making 
the first official U.N. com- 
ment since the technical talks 
opened here on Tuesday. 

She said that the first meet- 
ing Tuesday focused on "pro- 
cedural matters." after which 
the Iraqi and U.N. experts 
“analysed relevant docu- 
ments.” 

She made no other com- 
ment except to say that a 
statement would be issued 
once a day during the nego- 
tiations. 

On Tuesday, Iraqi chief 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
An Iraqi government delega- 
tion is to travel to Syria this 
week to discuss their dispute 
with Turkey over the diver- 
sion of water from the Eup-. 
hrates River, the official 
news agency IN A reported 
Wednesday. 

Abdul Sattar Salman Hus- 
sein, who is heading the fore- 
ign and irrigation ministry 
delegation, said the talk's 
opening Saturday would 
focus on "ways to reach a 
final agreement fixing the 
Iraqi. Syrian and Turkish 
share of the river.” 

They will also discuss 
pollution of the Euphrates 
and Turkish plans to build 
two new dams on the river, 
he said. 

Old foes Iraq and Syria 
have pul aside their political 
differences to confront Tur- 
key over its giant water pro- 
ject in southeastern Anatolia 
known as GAP. which they 
fear will reduce the flow oi 


‘Elections set 
for May 28’ 

ISRAELI PRIME Minister 
Shimon Peres told U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher mi Wednesday 
that he had decided to bring 
general elections forward to 
May 28, state radio re- 
ported. Mr. Peres' Labour 
Party and the right-wing 
opposition have been in 
contact for several days to 
agree a date for early elec- 
tions, originally scheduled 
for Oct. 29. After emerging 
from the meeting with Mr. 
Christopher, Mr. Peres re- 
fused to give a date for Am 
I poll, saying only he would 
announce his decision next 
week. 


divisions among Israelis over 
the Syrian peace process — 
the negotiations could not be 
expected to make significant 
progress. 

Israeli ministers notably 
said that the politically sensi- 
tive issue of Israel's with- 
drawal from the occupied 
Golan Heights could not be 
realistically tackled in the 
middle of an election cam- 
paign. 

Mr. Christopher 
announced in Damascus 
Tuesday that Israeli and Sy- 
rian negotiators would hold a 
fourth round of talks at the: 
Wye Plantation outside 
Washington beginning on 
Feb. 26. The U.S.-brokered 
negotiations resumed in De- 
cember after a six-month 
freeze. 

The official Syrian press 
hailed Mr. Christopher’s 
efforts on Wednesday but ac- 
cused Israel of trying to tor- 


negotiator Abdul Amir Al 
Anbari expressed optimism 
and that he expected the first 
round of technical talks to 
last "seven or ten days.” 

Iraqi diplomats were to 
meet with U.N. officials in, 
two separate sessions 
Wednesday, according to Ira- 
qi sources. 

The talks could lead to a 
partial lifting of tirade sanc- 
tions against Iraq, which have 
been in force since Baghdad’s 
invasion of Kuwait in August 
1990. 

Despite an optimistic tone 
from Iraq Tuesday, interna- 
tional analysts said they were 
reserved about the outcome 
of the discussions. 

Mr. Anbari is “telling 
everyone what they wanted 
to hear,” said one Middle 
East expert. “If it was that 


the Euphrates river. 

The dispute rose to the 
fore when Ankara signed a 
contract with a European 
consortium in November to 
build two new dams close to 
the Syrian border. 

Mr. Hussein said Iraq, 
which had already suffered 
water losses through the 
GAP project, objected to the 
new dams. 

He said Iraq and Syria did 
not want to shut Turkey out 
of discussions but that their 

Innn Wn« 

aimed at "closer coopera- 
tion” between the two. 

Iraq and Syria, which are 
ruled by rival branches of the 
Baath Party, broke off di- 
plomatic ues in 1980 when 
Syria backed Iran at the srart 
of the 1980-1988 Iran-Iraq 
war. 

Ties were further soured 
when Svria took pan in a 
U.S. -led' coalition that drove 
Iraqi forces out of Kuwait in 
the 199] Gulf war. 


pedo negotiations with its 
plans to call early elections. 

Mr. Christopher and Mr. 
Peres both asserted Wednes- 
day that much progress had 
been made in the talks to 
date and that movement for- 
ward can be maintained. 

“I feel very fnoch encour- 
aged that we can continue the 
negotiations with foil respect 
for the other side and with a 
serious mind to achieve re- 
sults in ail domains — 
security, economy, improved 
relations and comprehensive 
(peace),” Mr. Peres said. 

But he also noted that 
“there is still a great deal of 
work before us” and that 
“very major problems” re- 
main, such as security 
arrangements to follow a 
pullout from the Golan and 
sharing of the plateau's water 
'resources. 

“Still. I think that the 
greatest hope for both Israel 
and Syria is to go from a 
strategy of confrontation to a 
strategy of economic com- 
petition and cooperation.” 

_ Mr. Christopher said he 
h*ad drawn three conclusions 
from his latest shuttle mis- 
sion: “The negotiations will 
continue towards peace, the* 
two parties want to reach an 
agreement in 1996 and they 
want to reach this objective 
with our commitment and 
help." 

Earlier Wednesday Mr. 
Christopher met in the Gaza 
Strip with Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat and urged him 
to develop democracy in his 
autonomy government and to 
revoke references to Israel's 
destruction from the Palesti- 
nian national covenant. 

(Continued on page 7) 


urgent somebody more im- 
portant would have come 
over” and “there would only 
be one round” of negotia- 
tions. he added. 

The formula for an oil-for- 
food deal is contained in 
U.N. Resolution 986 adopted 
in April 1995. 

Until now. Iraq has refused 
to implement the resolution 
claiming that it infringed 
upon its sovereignty. 

The provision enables 
Baghdad to export one bil- 
lion dollars worth of oil per 
quarter — or 700,000 barrels 
at current prices — in return 
for food and medicine, under 
strict international control. 

Iraqis have expressed 
optimism that they would 

(Continued on page 7) 


“The Iraqi team will dis- 
cuss the subject of polluting 
waters of the Euphrates Riv- 
er and its causes since it 
inflicts gravest damage on hu- 
man life in addition to the 
damage to agricultural and 
industrial activity," 1NA 
quoted. 

Mr. Hussein said Iraq's 
foreign minister had sent a 
note to Turkey urging coor- 
dination and compliance with 
international law on the dis- 
tribution of Euphrates Wa- 
ters. 

Mr. Hussein said the con- 
struction of two new dams on 
the river by Turkey would 
"aggravate damage" inflicted 
on Iraq as a result of Turkish 
irrigation projects. 

“It is regrettable to hear 
from lime to time the construc- 
tion by Turkey of a dam or new 
project on the Euphrates 
River without consulting Iraq 
and S* ria." Mr. Hussein said. 

'Continued on page 7) 


By Sa’eda Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Al Kabariti on 
Wednesday reaffirmed the 
government's commitment to 
respect and promote the role 
of Parliament and said the 
executive authority wanted to 
enhance cooperation with the 
legislature. 

"We will respect Parlia- 
ment and we will work on 
reinforcing its role." Mr. 
Kabariti said. “We do not. 
promise you that we will be 
able to achieve miracles. -but 


ICRC 

discloses 

Bosnia 

massacres 

GENEVA (Agencies) — A 
senior official of the Interna- 
tional Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) said on 
Wednesday he was convinced 
3.000 Bosnian Muslims 
rounded up by Serbs at Sreb- 
renica last July had been mas- 
sacred. 

Jean de Courten. ICRC 
director of operations, said 
the fate of 5,000 others who 
tried to flee the eastern en- 
clave into Bosnian 
government-held territory 
had to be urgently cleared 
U P- , . 

After interviewing re- 
fugees from Srebrenica, the 
ICRC established a list of 
3.000 draft-age men arrested 
by Bosnian Serbs as the town 
fell. The list was handed to 
Bosnian Serb leaders in 
October but the ICRC has 
received no reply. 

"I would like to say that 
the Bosnian Serb authorities 
have a serious responsibility 
for what happened in Srebre- 
nica and my conviction is that 
unfortunately these people 
are no longer alive,” Mr. De 
Courten told a news confer- 
ence. 

"My conviction is based on 
the number of precise allega- 
tions registered, cross- 
checking of this information 
and allegations provided, and 
the fact that we did never 
meet those persons captured 
or arrested (during visits) in 
prisons,” he added. 

It was the first time anv 
official of the ICRC 
known as an ultra-cautious 
organisation — had stated a 
conviction that the 3,(XK) men 
rounded up by the Serbs in 
the enclave were dead. 

Mr. De Courten. who met 
Bosnian Serb leader Rado- 
van Karadzic in Pale at the 
weekend, said the ICRC also 
established another list of 
5.<KXf missing people who 
fled Srebrenica and tried to 
cross frontlines into 
government- he Id territory in 
‘central Bosnia. 

’ In the Hague, top. L/.N. 
war-crimes investigator 
Richard Goldstone asked the 
Bosnian government to re- 
tain in custody iwo senior 
Bosnian Serb soldiers 
arrested on suspicion of war- 
crimes. _ 


we will maintain honesty, 
loyalty, the sense of belong- 
ing and respect for the 
House.” he said in his first 
appearance before the Lower 
House of Parliament after 
assuming office as prime 
minister on Sunday. 

“Until the government 
wins the vote* of confidence 
(it needs from the House). I 
will' personally shoulder the 
task of following up on all 
responsibilities and duties 
that were raised in the letter 
of designation from His 
Majesty King Hussein." said 
Mr. Kabariti. 


£MMAN — Jordanian poli- 
tical parties believe that the 
one-person, one vote law 
should be eliminated and a 
new law based on proportion- 
al representation should be 
promulgated, an opinion poll 
has found. 

The poll carried out by the 
Al Urdun Al Jadid Research 
Centre on the 23 political 
parties in the Kingdom 
showed that parties, repre- 
senting die different political 
trends, prefer a completely 
different election law than 
the one person, one vote law 
that was introduced in 1993. 

The study also showed that 
86 per cent of the parties 
want the voting age be re- 
duced from 19 to 18. The 
same percentage believes 
that voters should not vote as 
illiterates if they can write 


In the letter of designation, 
the King called on Mr. 
Kabariti's government to pre- 
serve and consolidate the uni- 
ty of the nation, to enhance 
the country's progress to- 
wards democracy and re- 
sponsible freedom and to 
make a review of the progress 
in genera! to achieve a com- 
prehensive qualitative leap in 
the country's political, econo- 
mic and social life. 

The Lower House is ex- 
pected to be convened for a 
.vote of confidence session is 
on the government in two 
weeks after the 'Eid Al Fut 


were released at a press con- 
ference on Wednesday, re- 
vealed that 77 per cent of the 
parties in the Kingdom are 
against die allocation of a 
quota for women in Parlia- 
ment. The quota specified for 
minorities in the current law 
should be eliminated, accord- 
ing to SO per cent of the 
parties. 

A high majority of the par- 
ties, 77 per cent, sees that the 
Ministry of Interior should 
not oversee the election proc- 
edures. Instead, they believe 
that another authority should 
be responsible for the task. 
There was no specification 
put in the questionnaire, but 
81 per cent of the parties 
agreed to the formation of a 
special court to look into 
cases filed by citizens contest- 
ing the results of the elec- 
tions. 

Fifty-nine per cent of the 
parties want the number of 
seats in the Lower House be 
raised to 100 from 80 and 68 


feast. The vote wilt be drawn 
after the government pre- 
sents its policy statement to 
the House. 

There are 22 deputies who 
are also ministers in the 
Cabinet but Mr. Kabariti's 
government is likely to en- 
sure an easy vote of confi- 
dence from the 80-member 
House, especially in view of 
the prime minister's promises 
to introduce radical and swift 
changes in the human rights 
situation in the Kingdom, 
observers said. 

(Cott&nied on page 7) 


per cent want to preserve the 
minimum age eligible for 
candidates at 30 years. 

The study was conducted 
in May 1995. It was aimed at 
■ 'bringing into light the 
Jordanian parties' aspirations 
and expectations of a new 
election law," said Hani 
Hourani, the centre's direc- 
tor. "There is a unanimous 
rejection to the current law.” 
A draft election law pre- 
pared by the previous gov- 
ernment was not officially 
presented to the Lower 
House for discussion in- 
cluded some of the changes 
that political parties called 
for but it was based on the 
one-person, one vote Jaw. 
The draft has been shelved!* 
In consultations with par- 
liamentarians last Week be- 
fore the announcement of the 
new government. Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti stressed that a new 

(Continued on page 7).-! 


and read. 

The poll, whose results 
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Royal Jordanian has the pleasure to introduce a new service for • 
the convenience of our passengers: " The Advance Boarding 
Pass " (ABP). 

This service allows Royal Jordanian passengers to pick up their 
boarding passes, seat assignments, and make airport tax 
payments at any of our participating sales offices at their 
convenience within twentyTour (24) hours and until three (3) 
hours prior to time of departure. . 

Passengers traveling to New York, Chicago, London, Berlin, 
Frankfurt and Amsterdam can take advantage of "ABP" 
services immediately, with more destinations to be added in the 
near future. 

"ABP" is available at Hotel Intercontinental, The Housing Bank 
Building, Abdali, as well as Zarka and Irbid sales offices. Please 
contact any of our representatives for more information. 

RJ Information Tel: 678321 

Royal Jordanian The Wings Of Change 


Iraq-U.N. talks 'businesslike' 
and 'in positive atmosphere' 


Iraqi team due in Syria to 
discuss Euphrates water 


Political parties oppose 
one-person, one- vote law 

By Sa’eda Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 
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Food arrives at last 


in besieged Kabul 


KABUL (AFP) — Several 
hundred trucks laden with 
food and fuel arrived in 
Kabul on Wednesday, pro- 
viding at least temporary re^ 
lief to the Afghan capital, - 
where supplies had virtually 
dried up after a three-week 
blockade. 

Two hundred trucks, car- 
rying beating oil, flour and 
potatoes, arrived early 
Wednesday from the eastern 
highway linking Kabul and 
Jalalabad with Pakistan, -wit- 
nesses said. 

Kabul Radio, the official 
radio of President Burhanud- 
din Rabbani’s government, 
reported that 400 trucks ar- 
rived on Tuesday and 300- 
more were expected. 

In Ertezaid market, where 
tracks from Pakistan arrive, 
drivers said that the vital 
eastern route had been 
reopened on the orders of 
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, lead-. _ 
er of the fundamentalist anti- 
Rabbani group Hezb-e- 
Islami. 

Hezb-e-IsIami dosed down 
the highway on Jan. 16 fol- 
lowing disagreement on how 
to share out the levies that 
are traditionally imposed on 
tracks and road convoys in 
Af ghanis tan. - - 

But humanitarian groups 
were unsure Wednesday 
whether the route would be 
reopened permanently or 
only to allow through a num- 
ber of trucks to relieve the 
capital temporarily. Many 
trucks had been held up for 
more than 10 days at Sarobi, 
east of the capital. 

A government spokesman 
told AFP that Hezb-e-Islami 
had lifted the roadblocks per- 
manently and that the gov- 
ernment was holding talks 


with Mr. Hekmatyar. 

Mr. Rabbani's right-hand 
man, Ahmad Shah Massoud, 
hinted last Sunday that con- 
tacts or negotiations had 
taken place, not only with 
Hezb-e-Islanri but with other 
anti-Rabbani factions as well. 

These included Uzbek 
chief Rashid Dostoum, who 
has been blocking the north- 
ern highway out of the capit- 
al, shortly after the exit to the 
Salang tunnel. 

However, the Taliban stu- 
dent militia has shown no 
sign of ending its opposition 
to Mr. Rabbani. 


Taliban artillery pounded 
government lines m southern 
and southeastern Kabul for 
part of the night from hilltops 
overlooking the south of the 
city, defence ministry sources 
said Wednesday. 

Sporadic artillery fire could 
-still be heard m central Kabul 
early- Wednesday. ■ 

The Taliban bolds Mr. 
Rabbani responsible for the. 
anarchy and dvil strife that 
has gripped the country since 
the fall of the Communist 
regime in April 1.992. 


The reopening of the east- 
ern highway had an immedi- 
ate impact on food prices. 

The cost of firewood fell by 
50 per cent on Wednesday, 
and the price of flour, sugar 
and cooking oil also declined, 
but only slightly 

The afghani, the local cur- 
rency , which had been losing 
value against the dollar, 
finned, but the tendency had 
begun before the road 
reopened. 

The dollar was changing 
hands for 6,500 afghanis on 
Wednesday, compared with 
7,500 on Sunday. 


British child bride 


home from Turkey 


LONDON (R) — British 
child bride Sarah Cook, the 
13-year-old who married a 
Turkish waiter she met oh 
holiday, arrived home on 
Tuesday to -howls of moral 
outrage and an agonised de- 
bate over declining parental 
authority. 

Sarah finally gave in to 
pressure from, the courts, the 
Foreign .Office and her pa= 
rents to return to Britain, 
leaving behind a brief but 
tragic episode which saw her 


umnist Lesley White said: 
“Who except theignorant of 
the feckless could celebrate 
the abandonment of their.'lit- 
tle princess" to strangers, an 
alien culture and -a draconian 

religion?” i4-’> . 

“Sarah’s situation is not 


just scary,” it is the waking 
nightmare of every mother of 


18-year-old husband charged 
with rape and bundled into 


with rape and bundled into 
jail. 

Britons were appalled by 
the tale of the teenager from 
Essex, east of London, who 
married unemployed waiter 
Musa Komeagac in an unau- 
thorised Muslim ceremony in 
Turkey in January after a 
holiday romance last sum- 
mer. 


But horror turned to be- 
wilderment when Sarah's pa- 
rents said the marriage had 
their approval and they were 
happy with their young 
daughter moving to a remote 
Turkish town to begin life as 
a Muslim housewife. 

She has denied newspaper 
reports that she is already 
pregnant. 


Overweight and insecure in 
the way of many 13-year- 
olds, neither child nor yet a 
woman, Sarah is reported to 


have complained of being 
teased at her Essex school. 


The arrival in her life of a 
dark, handsome young fore- 
igner professing undying love 
must have seemed like a tick- 
et ont of adolescent angst and 
into paradise. 

But Sunday Times col- 


JORDAN TELEVISION 


Tel: rj 'MU-19 


Maghreb 

"Islia 


PROGRAMME TWO 

13:80.. Fireman Sam 

13:10 Disney’*. Aladdin (can, >on) 
13:30 

The Lcgcnda of Treasure Islands 

14:0© My Secret identity 

M:!5 NBA 

15:15 The New Leave it In Beaver 
15:30 

Due. — Adventures of the Old 
West 

16:30 G i llct tc Wnrld Spun Spec hi I 
17:00 

Dnc. — A La Poursuitc D'unc 
Lime 

17J0 

Varieties — Le Monde Esi A Vous 

19:00 News in French 

19:15 ... Magazine — Arctiimcdc 

I ® JO News Headlines 

19:35 Carol anti Compart* 

2M0 Dnc. — Mujhuinc ill 

-0:15 The_Alhum Show 

21:10 — — 
Dreamu — Pride and Prejudice 

22rfH) News rn English . 

22:25 " ' 

Dnc. — A Journey Acrirv. the 
Land uf I Jam 

22:45 

Feature film: "Sharpe's Eagle" 
23:59 Senes — Mat lock 


CHURCHES 


St. Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swetfieh. Tel. K1H740 
Assemblies of God Cburd). Tel- 

0527*5. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 6245W. 
Church of the AnnunciaUon Td. 
6.37440. 

Dc b Salle Church Tel. 661757 
Terrauncta Church Tel: 62236ft - 
Church oT (he Annunciation Tel. 
613541. 

Anglican Church Td. 652*26. 
Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
77J33I. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman Interna Ilona! Church Td. 

652526. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Td: 
*2432*. 

German-speaking Evangelical Con' 

E regal ion Tel: W5457 

The Church of Jesus Christ of 

Latter-Day Saints Td. 654 , >32 

Church of Nanrette Td.ti75ftMl. 

The Evangelical Local Church in 

Amman 

Td. *11205 


WEATHER 


PRAYER TIMES 


05:02 Fajr 

{Sunrise/ Dufui 

11:50 Dhuhr 

1*52 -Axr 


Bulletin supplml tiy the LK m p.m- 
nwnt ol Mcicorohiyy 


Weather 


hot in 


Jordan 


A Jordanian woman holds 
an umbrella to protect her 
child from the sun at a pub- 
lic park in Amman on 
Wednesday. The weather 
has been unusually warm in 
Jordan as temperatures 
plummeted across Europe 
and North America. The 
highest registered tempera- 
ture in Amman, according 
to the weather bureau, was 
22 degrees Centigrade. The 
highest' temperature record- 
ed in the port dty of Aqaba 
was 25 degrees (Photo by Ali 
Jarekji - Reuters) 
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Palestinians claim their 
property in W. Jerusalem 


Qatari paper 
assails Kuwait 


nightmare of every mother of 
a teenage gfrl," JVhite added. 

Turkish authorities, 
embarrassed by international 
media attention, moved 
quickly to declare the mar- 
riage illegal under national 
law and to bring charges of 
rape against Mr. Komeagac 
for having sex with a minor. 

Yet in stark contrast to 
Britain, the story was seen in 
Turkey as a tragic “Romeo 
and Juliet” tale of young love 
thwarted by the authorities. 

Local Turks cheered Sarah 
in the street and accused Bri- 
tain of hypocrisy for attack- 
ing the marriage, yet condon- 
ing under-age casual sex at 
home by allowing doctors to 
issue young girls with con- 
traceptive pills. 

Sarah was made a ward of 
court after the story broke — 
a legal measure intended to 
protect children — and 
ordered to return to Britain 
immediately. 

The courts have said, 
however, they do not intend 
to take Sarah out of the care 
of her parents despite critic- 
ism that they sacrificed re- 
sponsibility on the modern 
altar of the right to happi- 
ness. 

“Their behaviour demons- 
trated a complete breakdown , 
of any moral code whatsov- ( 
er,” wrote Observer news: 
paper columnist Melanie Phi- 
lips. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Dr. Rajai Dajanj 
hasn’t lived in the house 
where he was born since 
1948, when the neighbour- 
hood in West Jerusalem be- 
came part of the new Jewish 
state. But every month he 
drives past the yellow stone 
villa, “Just to reassure myself 
it's still there.” 

Mr. Dajani is one of more 
than 1,300 Palestinians who 
are claiming rights to proper- 
ty in West Jerusalem as Israel 
and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) gear up 
for negotiations on the final 
status of the chy. 

The chance of Israel ever 
recognising the claims is 
minuscule, but they are likely 
to become a bargaining chip 
in talks on a final Isra di- 
Palestinian settlement, sche- 
duled to start in May. 

West Jerusalem has been 
overwhelmingly Jewish since 
1948, when & fomrer Arab 
residents fled or were forced 
;to- leave; i The dispute -lja$ 
focused bn "East Jerusalem , 
which Palestinians want as 
capital of -their would-be 
state. 

Faisal Husseini, the 
Palestinian official in charge 
of Jerusalem affairs, insists 
the property claims are not 
just a bargaining chip. “The 
Israelis are malting daims for 
Jews in East Jerusalem,” he 
said Tuesday at his Orient 
House headquarters. “If it is 
possible here, why not 
there?” 

The office of Jerusalem's 


Israeli mayor, Ehud Olmert. 
dismissed the claims. 

“We have to do everything 
we can to prevent the activi- 
ties of those parties who 
undermine (Israel's) 
sovereignty over Jerusalem,” 
spokesman Hagai Elias said 
in a statement. 

Under Israeli law, Palesti- 
nians who left their homes for 
any reason during the 1948 
Mideast war lost all title to 
the property, even if they 
were forced out. said Israeli 
historian Benny Morris. 

Slightly more than 5,000 
Palestinians — out of a total 
of 100.000 Jews and 50,000 
Arabs in the dty overall — 
lived before the war in what 
became West Jerusalem, Mr. 
Morris said. Of those 5,000, 
“I can’t think of any who 
remained,” he said. 

The claims are being col- 
lected by the LandandWater 
Establishment, an indepen- 
dent civil rights group in East 
Jerusalem. The group began 
. taking.. out advertisments in 
, Palestinian. Jordanian and 
, Kuwaiti newspapers .two 
weeks ago, and has so far 
received more than 1,300 
claims — along with copies of 
property deeds dating back to 
the 1930s and earlier, said its 
director, Khader Shkirat. 

The group posted a notice 
on the Internet Tuesday, and 
expects to get more than 
10,000 daims from Palesti- 
nians around the world, Mr. 
Shkirat said. 

Mr. Shkirat said the group 
plans to create a database of 


property in West Jerusalem 
and to set up a committee of 
legal experts to determine 
what rights the Palestinians 
have under Israeli and inter- 
national law. 

Mr. Shkirat acknowledges 
the unlikelihood of Palesti- 
nians returning to their for- 
mer homes in all-Jewisfa 
neighbourhoods. But he sug- 
gests the property owners 
could be compensated — 
with money, or with other 
property in other areas. 

“We are optimistic,” he 
said. “We will keep this ques- 
tion alive.” 

The Palestinians dte as a 
preedent Jewish claims to 
East Jerusalem, where the 
dty has demanded the return 
of property that belonged to 
Jewish owners before 1948- 

Mr. Dajani said he doubts 
the new daims will do any 
good. 

“If the Israelis wanted to 
give us anything they would 
have done it 20 years ago,” 
he said. But, “I would at least 
like to register opr right.” 

“I would like to move back 
if posable,” Mr. Dajani said 
wistfully, reminiscing about 
playing in the courtyard of 
the house where he was born 
56 years ago. “If the Israelis 
would not mind me, I would 
not mind them." 

“But,” Mr. Dajani added, 
“if I move back, then every- 
one in the neighbourhood 
would move back — the 
cousins, and the whole clan 
— so there would not be 
Israelis anymore.” 


DOHA (AFP) — A Qatari 
newspaper made an unpre- 
cedented arrack on Kuwait 
on Wednesday, accusing it of 
preventing any Arab recon- 
ciliation and of weakening its 
Gulf Arab neighbours. 

Al Raya newspaper, which 
reflects the Qatari govern- 
ment's views, wrote: 


“Through its inflexibility and 
its opposition to inter-Arab 
reconciliation. Kuwait is 
thwarting any coordinated 
Arab action." 


Its attack was prompted by 
comments last week from 
Kuwait’s information minis- 
ter. Sheikh Saud Nasser AI 
Sabah, who said Kuwait pre- 
ferred a weakened govern- 
ment in Iraq over a new 
regime and who praised 
Israel for not retaliating to 
Iraqi Scud attacks during the 
1991 Gulf war. 

“It is extremely paradoxic- 
al that Sheikh Saud talks 
harshly of Iraq, takes plea- 
sure in the continued suffer- 
ing of 18 million Iraqis and 
yet speaks very kindly of 
Israel." AI Raya wrote. 


“Kuwait has lost its 
sovereignty ari'd liberty in 
border to- protect its resources 
and its borders." 

Like most Gulf Arab coun- 
tries Qatar broke off di- 
plomatic ties with Iraq after it 
invaded Kuwait in August 
1990. but has since renewed 
relations and called for heal- 
ing Arab rifts. 

Sheikh Saud also criticised 
Qatar for broadcasting inter- 
views with exiled Bahraini 
opposition leaders in Janu- 
ary. 


Cairo's poor eat their fill for free during Ramadan 


CAIRO (AFP) — In the 
kitchen of Sheikh Ahmad 
Siam Ali, rice and tomato 
soup bubble in immense 
cooking pots in preparation 
for the evening’s breaking of 
the daily Ramadan fast. 

Meanwhile, dozens of poor 
wait: the holy month of 
Ramadan is the one time of 
year when they eat to their 
heart’s content, without 


paying a piaster. 

Sheikh Ahmad, 55, a re- 


spected merchant in the 
Gamaliya slum of Cairo's 
ancient Islamic dty. brings 
the bread out to the table 
himself and waits until his 
guests finish before starting 
on his own meal. 

“For the past 15 years I 
have organised food distribu- 
tions in Ramadan. In the 
beginning there were only 
about 20 people who be- 
nefited, "Mr. Ahmad, a 
member of the Sufi sect, told 


AFP. 

Now he has a dining room 
accommodating 120, people 
which be built along with the 
kitchen last year in the 
ground floor of his home. 

Its long tables are lined 
with plates of rice, meat and 
salads, along with glasses of 
traditional Ramadan drinks' 
of date juice and licorice. 

Not only is the hall full 
during the daily sunset meal, 
but Sheikh Ahmad also pro- 
vides a “takeaway” service to 
dozens of nearby families, all 
for free. 

“God gave me a profitable 
business and I use it to help 
the poor. There are people 
who help me by providing 
food,” he said. 

His family members, 
neighbours and anyone who 
“wants to work for God” also 
helps out, peeling potatoes or 
washing dishes. 

“Giving bread to someone 


who has none counts more in 
blessings than building a mos- 
que,” he said. 

Such “Tables of the Com- 
passionate” offering free 
food line the streets through- 
out Cairo during Ramadan. 

Guests at the table are 
usually the poor, but also 
include anyone caught away 
from home when the sunset 
call to prayer marks the end 
of the day’s fast. 

For the rich, the tables 
fulfill the duty of charity. 
They can also serve as a 
popular boost for a local 
politician or good advertising 
for a restaurant. 

One of the largest 'Tables 
of the Compassionate” not 
far from Sheikh Ahmad's at 
the mosque of Al Hussein 
serves more than 10,000 peo- 
ple a day, according to the 
English-language Al Ahram 
weekly. 

The sunset “iftar” meal 


kicks off a night' of festivities 
which lasts until dawn: chil- 
dren throw fireworks, while 
sellers of beans and dozens of 
types of sticky sweets make a 
fortune in sales. 

Wealthier celebrants pay 
up to 50 Egyptian pounds 
(515) for a night in the multi- 
coloured Ramadan tents, one 
of the largest of which stands 
outside the Cairo Opera 
House. 

There they smoke 
“sheesha" wateipipes and lis- 
ten to singers and musicians 
perform before tucking down 
the “suhur,” the final meal 
before dawn starts another 
day’s fast. 

But those who choose to 
sleep during the night can 
rely on the “musahharati,” a 
drummer who circulates the 
streets just before dawn to 
wake up residents in time for 
their last chance to eat before 
the new day. 
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ing jhtnc awrage. Clouds will 
appear al different altitude-, and 
winds southwesterly moderate to 
active. 


On Friday, temporal urea are ex- 
acted to drop with a chance for 


pcctcd to drop with a chance for 
scattered showers in the northern 
parts of the Kingdom extending on 
Saturday to I he remaining regions. 

In Aqaba. it will warm and dusty 
with winds southerly active and 
seas rough. 
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FOR THE TRAVELLER 


HOSPITALS 


EMERGENCIES 


Yesterday s high temperatures. 
Amman 22 Aqaha 15. Humidity 
readings: Amman 2* per cent. 
Aqaha 3+ per cent. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Tunisian opposition leader jailed for 2 years 


TUNIS (R) — A court has sentenced Tunisian opposition 
Mohammad Moada to two years’ jail for illegal 
possession of foreign currency, bis lawyers said on Tues- 
day. Mr. Moada, president of the main leg] opposition 
party, the Movement of Social Democrats (MDS), was also 
fined 125,000 dinars (5130,000) by the court on Friday, 
they said. Police had found unspecified amounts of dollars 
at his home last October. The lawyers said they would 
appeal the sentence. Mr. Moada is also being tried on 
charges of having secret ties with Libyan agents. The trial 
started last Wednesday and will resume on Feb. 24. 
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4,000-year-old settlement uncovered in Sharjah 


SHARJAH (AP) — Archaeologists in this emirate have 


uncovered remains of a 4,O0O^year-old settle me nt, the 
emirates news daily reported. The settlement is on the 
slopes of bilk overlooking the Arabian Sea port of Khor 
Fakkan, just outside the entrance to the Gulf, the 
newspaper reported. Graves, maybe from the same period, 
were found atop the hills. Tbe Sharjah museum described 
die find as a large settlement dating to around 2,000 B.C, 
comprising a number of stone buildings with roofs sup- 
ported by wooden poles. A number of potfragements were 
found, some with painted decorations, as well as grinding 
stones for tools, the English-language Emirates News said. 
The presence of these implements suggests the inhabitants, 
probably engaged in farming. Bronze weights also were 
found, possibly for use in fishing nets. 



Pilot in 1985 TWA hijacking dies 


KANSAS CITY, Missouri JR) — A former pilot whose 
composure during a 1985 jet hijacking earned him the 
respect of millions of Americans died of lung cancer on 
Tuesday. John Testrake, aged 68, died at a hospice in St 
Joseph, Missouri, a spokesman said. Testrake earned 
national praise in June, 1985, when militiamen hijacked the 
Trans World Airlines flight he was piloting from Athens to 
Rome. The plane sat for 17 days in Beirut, Lebanon while 
authorities negotiated for the release of all 145 passengers 
and eight crew members. One navy diver was killed during 
the standoff. Photographs of Testrake, leaning ont of a 
cockpit window while die airline's captors loomed in the 
background, made newspaper front pages worldwide. 




jieen. 


After the hijacking, Testrake often gave public lectures, 
wrote a book, and even ran unsuccessfully tor a seat in the 
Missouri house. 


Balabagan being ‘humiliated’ in weekly canings 


PARIS (AFP) — Authorities in the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) are spinning out tbe punishment of 100 lashes for 


teenage Filipino maid Sarah Balabagan by caning her in 
“small doeses” in humiliating circumstances, French activ- 


“ small doeses” in humiliating circumstances, French activ- 
ists campaigning for her release said here. “Corporal 
punishment is reported to be being administered in small 
doses — three to four lashes a week — in pamcolady 
degrading circumstances,” said a communique released 
Tuesday by tbe campaigners who have called for a 
demonstration Thursday outside the UAE embassy in 
Paris, The campaigners backed by the French Socialist 
Party and the Communist Party appealed to “the French 
government to intervene to secure the unconditional 
release of Sarah Balabagan.” Sarah was sentenced to death 
in September for having stabbed to death an employer who 
had raped her in July 1994. She claimed to have acted in 
self defence. Amid a tide Of- international protests, an 
appeals court commuted tbe sentence to one year in prison 
and 100 lashes of the cane after relatives of the dead mxarj 
accepted $41,000 in financial compensation collected in tbe J 
Philippines. I 
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Israeli army top heavy — deputy 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel's army has become top heavy 
with too many generals and colonels at the expense of other 
ranks, the chairman of a parliamentary watchdog commit- 
tee warned on Wednesday. The number of brigadiers has 
increased by 60 per cent in the past 10 years, while major 
generals have increased by 41 per cent, colonels by 17 per 
cent, and lieutenant-colonels by 31 per cent, said Hagai 
Merom. chairman of the defence and foreign affairs 
committee. During the same period, the number of junior 
officers and soldiers has been reduced by 15 per cent. “We 
have to reduce the number of senior officers so as to 
economise," said Mr. Merom, a deputy from the ruling 
Labour Party. He called for a reduction in the length of 
compulsory service, which is currently three years for men 
and frvo for women, and said he supported the idea of 
drafting some recruits into schools and environmental 
protection. The Israeli army has 177.500 people in its 
regular forces and 427.000 reservists, according to the 
Jaffee Centre for Strategic Studies at Tel Aviv University. 


Chief rabinnate slashes marriage ‘blacklist 1 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — A controversial secret black list of 
Israelis barred from marrying for religious reasons has been 
cut in half, but still affects 2.500 people, the chief rabbi.of 
the country's Sephardic community announced. "This list 
will be reduced by another 700 to 800 names in the coming 
months. Chief Rabbi Eliahou Bakshi-Doron, said in a 
letter sent to parliament and published Wednesday. The 
existence of the black list of people considered “impure”, 
because their Jewishness was in doubt or because they were 
illegitimate children was revealed by Israel public radio last 
year, causing an uproar in the country. The radio said that 
the list included politicians, entertainers and well-known 
business figures. In Israel, civil marriages are non-existent 
and rabbis have full authority over all matters concerning 
births, weddings, divorces and funerals. 
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Her Majesty Queen Nour Wednesday chairs a meeting of finer National Task Force for Children advisory group 
iphalo by Crystal) 

Queen, specialists discuss development 
of National Task Force for Children 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Nour 
Wednesday chaired the 
second of an ongoing 
series of meetings uf con- 
cerned officials and spe- 
cialists io refine the strate- 
gy and organisation of the 
National task Force for 
Children (NTFC). a Royal 
Court statement said. 

Queen New emphasised 
that the NTFC will coordi- 
nate, collaborate with and 
bring together existing 
institutions working in the 
field of child welfare 
through the establishment 
of the National Coalition 


for Children (NCCi. 
whose membership will he 
voluntary and will involve 
registering with the NTFC. 
the statement said. 

The laitcr, said the state- 
ment, will comprise a Pol- 
icy Group to help the NCC 
develop national policies 
for children, a Programme 
Group to assist in formu- 
lating the NCC's strate- 
gies, and a secretariat that 
will be in charge of he 
NTFC’s implementation. 

The NTFC. which will 
monitor the condition and 
status of children in accor- 
dance with the Arab and 


International Conventions 
on the Rights uf the Child 
and the National Plan of 
Action fur Children, will, 
accenting to the statement, 
conduct comprehensive 
research to highlight chil- 
dren's unmet needs and 
rights, organise work- 
shops, disseminate data to 
ail concerned institutions, 
develop action pro- 
grammes and launch cam- 
paigns to advocate their 
implementation. 

Among the people 
attending die meeting 
were Minister of Educa- 
tion Munther Masri, Min- 


ister of Social Develop- 
ment Haininari Abu Jam- 
nmus. Senator NYcIa 
Rashdan, Member of the 
Lower Hou.se of Parlia- 
ment Fawzi Tu’eimeh. 
Secretary General of the 
Ministry of Education 
Izzat Jur.idat. Advisor to 
the Queen In’ am Mufti. 
Ayman Abu Laban and 
Dorm Siahl of United 
Nations Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) and Nour 
Dajani of United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation 
(UNESCO). 


Mu’ta University to open civil branch in Ma’an 
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By Lola KeUanl 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAM A civil branch of 

Mut’a University will open in Ma’an 
this year, to provide a large number of 
underprivileged students with the 
opportunity to study closer to home, 
according to Abdul Rahman Atiyyar, 
president of the university. 

Opening a branch in Ma’an will 
also allow a majority of girls who 
were forbidden from studying outside 
the Ma’an Govemoritie to work 
towards a bachelors degree, he said. 

Mr. Atiyyat said providing this edu- 
cational opportunity to more people 
from the govemorate will in turn con- 
tribute to the development of the area. 

“With the new branch, parents, most 
of whom cannot afford to pay for the 
higher education of their children, 
would not have to pay lor room, board 
and transportation," said Mr. Atiyyat. 

The new branch will be established 
upon directives issued by His Majesty 
King Hussein to former Prime Minis- 
ter HRH Prince Zeici Bin Shaker, and 


is expected to start operating in the 
1996-1997 academic year. 

Ir will offer education programmes 
in most of the fields taught at Mut'a 
University. 

It will also offer a major in Special 
Basic Education, which according to 
Mr. Auyyai, is needed in Mu'an and 
the entire southern pan of the King- 
dom. 

The programme is designed to 
graduate qualified teachers for the 
seventh to 10th grades. 

Education through the 10th grade is 
compulsory, and with good education 
during these crucial years, said Dr. 
Atiyyat. students from the Ma’an 
Govemoraurs will be better equipped 
to continue high school, and go on to 
university. 

“Most of the qualified teachers 
appointed by the Ministry of Educa- 
tion from outside the govemoraies do 
not stay for the required periods of 
time at Ma'an schools." Dr. Atiyyat 
said, 

But. he said, with the special basic 
education programme, graduates from 


die university itself, who are also res- 
idents of Ma'an, will be able to teach 
youngsters from (heir own communi- 
ty and the southern regions, rather 
than these ureas relying on appoint- 
ments from Amman. 

Cost estimates and the number of 
students to be accepted at the new 
Mu'ui branch campus during the first 
academic year have not been calculat- 
ed yet. 

But the university has organised an 
administrative and architectural com- 
mittee to draw plans lor the new 
branch. 

Both committees visited Ma’an on 
Wednesday to look at the proposed 
location and write a report on their 
findings. 

The report will be sent to Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim Kahariti for 
approval and government funding. 

“We will stan small and then, 
depending on the demand and 
finances, the branch will expand," Dr. 
Atiyyat said. 


Jordan, Japan sign grant agreement 
for $10m in waste disposal equipment 


AMMAN I Petra i — The 
government of Japan is giv- 
ing Jordan a SKI million 
grant to improve environ- 
mental conditions at the 
country waste disposal sites 
by providing dAposal and 
solid waste treatment 
equipment. 

Under an agreement 
signed in Amman Wednes- 
day by Minister of Munici- 
pal and Rural Affairs and 
the Environment Abdul 
Razzak Tubeislur and the 
head of a Japanese mission 
visiting Jordan. Mr. T. Abe, 


Japan will protid£ dump 
trucks, bulldozers, trac- 
tors. and compressors. 

Speaking at the signing 
ceremony. Dr Tubeishai 
voiced Jordan’s apprecia- 
tion of the Japanese gov- 
ernment's grant and laud- 
ed the strong ties between 
the two countries adding 
that the aid will greatly help 
the Kingdom protect the 
environment from pollu- 
tion. 

Waste Jihpo-o! is one of 
the main problems facing 
Jordon, and the Japanese 


aid w ili t*e of great benefit 
ia the country, added the 
minister . 

He said the shortage of 
appropriate equipment for 
garbage disposal had 
impeded the ministry's 
environment protection 
plans, adding that the 
Japanese aid will secure 55 
types of equipment which 
will hrip the ministry over- 
come the problem. 

According to Dr. 
Tube; shat, the two sides 
will conclude a final agree- 
ment for the grant in April. 


and the equipment will not 
be available in Jordan 
before the beginning of 
1997. 

According to a statement 
after the signing, the min- 
istry had requested the 
grant from Japan which 
sent a special mission to 
Jordan to study the situa- 
tion. 

It said that the Japanese 
team spent 40 days study- 
ing 10 suitable areas to be 
used as dumping grounds. 


CARE 

launches 

community 

enterprise 

project 

AMMAN iJ ! > — In lj.I- 
lahoration with ioc.il 
departments of die Min- 
istry ui Social Develop- 
ment. the Ministry ol Agri- 
culture and the German 
Agency lor Technical 
Cooperation iGFZj, CARE 
announced the launching 
of 10 community enter- 
prise projects to be imple- 
mented with 10 local 
organisations in the water- 
sited of Wadi Ibn Hammad 
in Karuk. 

The announcement was 
made Monday in a meeting 
in Rabbu with community 
leaders from the area. 

The projects are to com- 
plement the ongoing Pilot 
Watershed Management 
Project being carried out by 
the Ministry of Agriculture 
and GTZ. 

Local organisations 
should submit proposals to 
CARE through the Qasr 
office of the Ministry of 
Social Development in 
accordance with the project 
criteria, which include pro- 
moting the protection of 
the watershed, generating 
income for the local organ- 
isations and benefiting the 
maximum number of poor 
families. 

The first deadline for 
submiting applications is 
Feb. 1 5, and a local selec- 
tion committee comprising 
staff from the Watershed 
Management Project of the 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
GTZ, the Ministry of 
Social Development and 
CARE, will make recom- 
mendations as to which 
projects to begin working 
with. The next steps will 
involve entering into for- 
mal partnerships with the 
local organisations, train- 
ing of the local organisa- 
tions and detailed feasibili- 
ty studies for proposed 
community enterprises. 


DEF, EU to start programme on 
launching productive projects 


AMMAN i Petra i — The 
Development and Employ- 
ment Fund (DFF) and the 
European Union iEC* 
Wednesday signed an exec- 
utive prop ranine for the 
implementation of an agree- 
ment r*n a JD3.S million EU 
grans to help ihe lurid cany 
its operations in Jordan. 

According to DEF Direc- 
tor .Ali Qubba'a, who signed 
the programme with EU 
representative in Jordan 
Yves Gazzo. JD 950.00 J of 
die grant will be forthcom- 
ing in the form of technical 
aid which will be used in 
training DEF stuff and draw- 
ing up mechanisms to help 
the fund to organise and 
manage loans to the targeted 
groups, mainly low-income 
families and unemployed 
people . 

Under the programme. 
DEF will provide the loans 
through four Jordanian insti- 


tutions:! he Queen Alia 
Fund for Social Develop- 
ment 'QAFi, the Noor al 
Hussein Foundation tNHFt. 
the General Union of Volun- 
tary Soar hr*. ;GlYS) and 
the Agriculutrai Credit Cor- 
poration- ACC t . 

These loans w:il used 
by !xa! charity societies to 
help ;r.d:\ iduals launch 
income -generating projects. 

For its pan, QAF will 
return the loans to individu- 
als while GUVS will give 
leans to groups working 
together cr societies and will 
open credit units at 62 char- 
ity societies to help deliver 
the loans. 

The SHF will establish 12 
credit units in villages where 
it is implementing quality of 
life projects while the ACC 
will give loans to people 
planning to implement agri- 
cultural projects 

Mr. Qubba'a said the 


agreement on providing the 
aid which was signed last 
year provides for the loans 
to be given over a period of 
if litre years, mainly to less- 
fortunate groups living in 
rural regions. 

Voicing appreciation of 
the EU. Mr. Qubba'a said 
that the aid was part of Euro- 
pean assistance to Jordan to 
enable it carry out the eco- 
nomic reform programme 

He urged people wishing 
to receive loons to stan 
inome generating projects in 
sectors such as agriculture, 
industry and services to call 
at the fund offices to apply 
for them. 

Speaking at the signing 
ceremony, Mr. Gazzo said 
that the EU will continue to 
help Jordan in the course of 
its suppon for the peace 
process io enable the Jor- 
danian people to raise their 
living standards. 


Amman Municipality opens pedestrian 
tunnel in Marka district in E. Amman 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Amman Municipality 

Wednesday inaugurated a 30- 
metre long pedestrian tunnel 
under a main highway in 
Marka area in eastern Amman 
and said that the project was 
expected to reduce road acri- 
dents in the heavy traffic road. 

Ammon Mayor Mamdouh 
Abbadi who presided over the 
inauguration ceremony said 
that the tunnel was built fol- 
lowing numerous accidents in 
which many children crossing 
the street were killed or 
injured 

According to engineer I mod 
Omeish. director of the munic- 
ipality's projects, the tunnel 
which took three weeks to fin- 
ish, was pan of on overall plan 
to build pedestrian and vehicle 
tunnels to reduce road conges- 
tions and reduce the number 
of accidents. Mr. Omeish said 
the new tunnel was in an area 
inhabited by 30 000 citizens 

He said that the tunnel 
which was built under the ring 



Amman Mayor Mamdouh Abbadi Wednesday inaugu- 
rates a new pedestrian tunnel in Marka district (Petra 
photo) 

road in Marka district is three 
metres high and five metres 
wide 

He said that the municipality 
has prepared a programme for 
building several tunnels for 
cars and pedestrians, including 
one ai the Fifth Circle of Jabal 
Ammon under a road leading 


to Abdoun district 
Early next month the 
Amman Municipality will 
start digging a 65-metre-Iong 
tunnel under the Fifth Circle 
interchange, according to a 
municipality official who said 
that the tw-o lane tunnel will 
cost JD 700.000. 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 


CONCERT AND PLAYS 

* Musical performance by Jalal Al Wand! at the 
Phoenix Gallery, Gardens Street on Thursday at 
8:30 p.m. Also showing a special performance of 
play, “Ramadan Supermarket,” on Friday at 8:30 
pan. (Tel. 695291 ». 

* “Ramadan Supermarket” (in Arabic) al the 
Royal Cultural Centre on Thursday at 8:00 p.m. 

FILM 

* “Bird” at the American Centre on Thursday al 
2:00 p.m. 

MAFRAQ cultural day 

- Cultural day- by Mafraq Cultural Directorate on 
Thursday at the Royal Cultural Centre (including 
a concert al 9:00 p.m., poetry at 8:00 p.m., and a 
book-art exhibition all day long). 


EXHIBITIONS 

* Engravings by French artists at the French Cul- 
tural Centre (until Feb. 29 1. 

* Paintmaking and paintings by Jordanian artist 
Yasser Dweik at Darat Al Funun, Jabal Luweibdeh. 
Also displaying paintings and sculptures by con- 
temporary artists (until Feb. 18). 


By Lola Keilani 

Special tu the Jordan Time 

AMMAN — Nine-year-old 
Rula is a victim of sexual 
abuse, indifferent parents, 
self-righteous educuiurs, 
and a faulty legal system, 
according to her social 
worker. 

What is perhaps more 
dismaying says the lawyer 
and social worker who 
asked not to be identified is 
that unless the Penal Code 
is amended. Rula will nei- 
ther he the first nor the Iasi 
child vo fall victim to sexu- 
al abuse 

Whew the social worker 
accompanied Rula to report 
the incidents to the authori- 
ties, the police could not 
help, said llic social work- 
er. 

According to the Penal 
Code, only the victim has 
the right to file a complaint. 
But if the victim is a minor, 
be or she should be accom- 
panied by a parent to the 
police station, otherwise 
the complain! will not be 
accepted. 

Lawyer and human t ights 
activist Asma Khader told 
ibe Jordan Times that 
although the law state* that 
a citizen will be prosecut- 
ed, if he/she is w itness to or 
aware of a crime or a 
felony and does not report 


Child sexual abuse: 
Why so little can be done 


it to the authorities, in the 
case of child abuse the law* 
has iiuie effect. 

The social worker said 
that she tried to convince 
Ruin's family iti tile a for- 
mal complaint, hut she was 
surprised when "the girts* 
parents reacted with tuiai 
indifference to the situa- 
tion." 

In fact, says social work- 
er, Rula’s abuser, who used 
to give Kola 15 piasters 
every day, now visits 
Rula’s home, and often 
brings gills to the family. 

Ms. Khader asked, in 
cases such as these. "If the 
parents are the source of 
abuse, how can anyone 
complain’. 1 " 

She said that legal cen- 
tres, school counsellors, 
and even relatives have no 
right to file an official com- 
plaint if they have knowl- 
edge of j case child abuse. 

Ms. Khader said the taw 
shoul-J be changed so that 
any iternuri aware of such 
ubu -.e can report it to lhe 


police and so that police 
have right to investigate 
reported cases. 

The social worker told 
the Jordan Times that when 
slic suspected that Rula 
was being molested she 

went to file girl’s school to 
talk to her. The meeting 
took place in the presence 
uf lhe headmistress, the 
social worker said. 

When the headmistress 
heard Rula recount in 
graphic details the encoun- 
ters with the elderly nun, 
she threw Rula against the 
wall and insulted her. Rula 
was soon expelled from 
school by the headmistress, 
said the social worker. 

**l fee! frustrated because 
I cannot help the girl espe- 
cially that the environment 
the girl is Jiving in could 
lead her to prostitution," 
she said 

Rula, and her eldest sister 
who suffered the same fate 
at the hands of the same 
abuser, according to the 


social worker are now both 
out of school, and their 
family refused to register 
them in another school. 

A school counsellor *.n 
Amman's second district 
told the Jordan Times of a 
case of an 11 -year-old girl 
from an underprivileged 
family \shr« used to come to 
school with JD 15 in her 
pocket daily. 

After investigation and 
meeting the child's family, 
the counsellor said she 
found that the adolescent 
was involved in prostitu- 
tion. 

“I can only inform the 
child’s family, beyond that 
1 have no authority," the 
counsellor complained, 
adding that she believed 
that the girl’s family "does 
not care." 

According to the counsel- 
lor, who also asked not to, 
be identified, the girl was 
still coming to school car- 
rying the same amount of 
money, each Jay. 

There arc no exact ft sure* 


on child sexual abuse in 
Jordan But according to 
the United Nation Children 
Fund State of the Jordanian 
Child report released 1993, 
"the problem is thought to 
ha\e increa>ed in view of 
Lhe additional social and 
economic problem*.." 

A study on child abuse 
conducted by sociologist 
Sabri Rubeihat show*, that 
most cases of child abuse 
are not reported to the 
authorities, and therefore, 
any a\ affable statistics do 
not reflea the actual reali- 
ty 

In his study. Dr. Rubeihat 
found that most of the cases 
take place in overpopulated 
areas, where the number of 
family members is large 
with little room in the 
house forcing the children 
to play in the streeL 'This 
mokes them easy prey,” the 
study said. 

Ms. Khader said that 
child sexual abuse is com- 
mon in Jordan, and “every 
school counsellor encoun- 


ters these cases.” 

Because the victim of 
sexual abuse is often con- 
demned by society and 
because the victim’s family 
usually holds him/her 
responsible, the majority of 
children usually confinde 
in on individual they feel 
comfortable with, such as 
their school counsellor she 
said. But these counsellors 
have no authority beyond 
the school walls, she 
added. 

“Children could he 
helped by establishing a 
court specialised in chil- 
dren’s affairs,” she said. 
The court would base its 
decisions on the Child’s 
Rights Law, which is cur- 
rently being drafted by the 
Ministry of Social Devel- 
opment, Ms. Khader said. 

But according to Ms, 
Khader the draft law, which 
serves to protect children, 
makes no mention of sexu- 
al abuse as it is still a soci- 
etal to speak of such anti- 
social behaviour in public. 

The court will be a huge 
step in the right direction, 
Ms. Khader said, provided 
that it is funded by the gov- 
ernment and taken serious- 
ly, she added. 


4 World News 


U.K., Ireland try to clear the air 


DUBLIN (R) — British 
and Irish government minis- 
ters Wednesday attempted 
to patch up their differences 
over the deadlocked 
Northern Ireland peace 
process which has become 
entangled in an ugly row 
between Dublin and Belfast 
Irish Deputy Premier Dick 
Spring met Britain’s 
Northern Ireland minister to 
resume talks which were 
broken off inconclusively 
earlier this month in a dis- 
pute over Britain’s plans to 
call Northern Ireland elec- 


tions. 

Mr. Spring was expected 
to tell Sir Patrick Mayhew, 
Britain’s top Northern 
Ireland official, that a stand- 
off between Dublin and 
Northern Ireland’s powerful 
Protestant Unionists risks 
poisoning years of Anglo- 
Irish work on a viable 


peace. 

Mr. Spring was also 
expected to tell Sir Patrick 
that Dublin expects Britain 
to honour a pledge to try to 
convene all-party talks on a 


lasting settlement by the 
end of the month. 

The joint search to settle a 
conflict which killed 3,200 
in 25 years has ground to a 
halt and has become over- 
shadowed by the row 
between Mr. Spring and 
David Trimble, leader of 
Northern Ireland’s Ulster 
Unionist Party (UUP). 

Mr. Trimble, whose party 
wants Northern Ireland to 
remain forever British, 
bluntly rejected an invita- 
tion to talks with Mr. Spring 
and has even declined to 
answer a series of telephone 
calls from him in recent 
days, Irish officials said. 

Mr. Trimble told Belfast 
reporters Tuesday be had no 
intention of talking to Mr. 
Spring before the end of the 
month and accused him of 
trying to meddle in 
Northern Ireland’s affairs. 

He was unrepentant 
Wednesday. “There is a 
very important constitution- 
al principle here which we 
are anxious to protect, 
namely that we won’t dis- 


cuss the internal affairs of 
our part of the United 
Kingdom with a foreign 
government,” be told die 
BBC 

The row goes to the heart 
of Anglo-Insh attempts to 
work together to find a solu- 
tion to one of Europe's old- 
est and bloodiest conflicts 
and threatens to reopen 
deep old wounds. 

Under a 1985 agreement 
London and Dublin are 
jointly involved in a quest 
for a negotiated settlement 
which led to twin guerrilla 
ceasefires in 1994 and won 
international backing, 
notably from U.S. President 
Bill Clinton. 

Unionist leaders fear 
Dublin's involvement in the 
peace process masks a plan 
to reunite Northern Ireland 
and Ireland. This union is 
the goal of Irish Republican 
Army (IRAJ guerrillas and 
their political wiog, Sinn 
Fein. 

British- Prime Minister 
John Major stunned his 
Irish partners last month by 


sidestepping a joint pledge 
to try to hold new talks on 
Northern Ireland and 
announcing elections to a 
consultative body instead. 

Mr, Major argued that the 
Unionists, whose support he 
might need to defend his 
embattled Conservative 
government, would never 
negotiate with Sinn Fein so 
long as its IRA guerrilla 
supporters refused to sur- 
render their weapons. 

Mr. Major and Sir Patrick 
say elections to a new body 
will give Sinn Fein the 
chance to prove its commit- 
ment to democratic and 
peaceful politics and pave 
the way for all-party talks 
when the IRA finally hands 
over its arms stockpile. 

The IRA, founded seven 
decades ago to end British 
rule in Ireland, says such 
demands are ludicrous but 
has maintained a 17-month- 
old ceasefire called to try to 
get Sinn Fein involved in 
negotiations on - a lasting 
settlement. 


New Italian cabinet looks elusive 


as parties bicker over reform 


ROME (AFP) — Italy’s Prime Minister- 
Designate Antonio Maccanico called a one- 
day pause Wednesday in consultations on 
forming a new government as bickering 
continued to rage among parties ovct con- 
stitutional reform. 

Mr. Maccanico, who is seeking to form a 
government charged with establishing the 
political stability that has eluded Italy in 54 
previous post-war governments, intends to 
draft a compromise proposal during the day 
to try and break the deadlock which has 
once again revived the spectre of early elec- 
tions. 

His consultations are being held up by 
disagreement between Gianfranco Fini, 
head of the post-fascist National Alliance, 
and left-wing leader Massimo D’Alema. 

Mr. Maccanico, wbo had earlier hoped to 
submit his new cabinet to President Oscar 
Luigi Scalfaro by the end of this week, said 
he was “moderately optimistic" on his 
chances of success.The deadline for the for- 
mation of a new cabinet has been pushed 
forward to early next week. 

Leaders of left and right had reached a 
.tentative agreement on changing the consti- 
tution in line with Mr. Maccanico’s propos- . 
als. His programme aims to strengthen the 
powers of the head of state in a modified 
version of the French system, giving a 
directly-elected president the power to form 
a government from a parliamentary majori- 
ty- 

But Mr. Fini and Mr. D’Alema, whose 
Democratic Party of the Left is the biggest 
force in a leftist alliance, are having diffi- 
culty generating support amongst allies or 
supporters for an unprecedented alliance 
between the left and right, needed to push 
through the constitutional reforms. 

Speaking on Italian television Tuesday 
fright, they both warned that early elections 
would be preferable to any major compro- 
mise. 


Mr. D’Alema told Italian television 
Tuesday night that the National Alliance 
president was “full of doubt, worried and 
recalcitrant” on the project 
“If Fini does not have confidence, then 
early elections will be a better option," Mr. 
D’Alema said, stressing that Italy should 
adopt a presidential system which gives 
parliament the last word. 

He described the crisis as “a difficult pas- 
sage with an unpredictable conclusion.” 

Mr. Fini, for his part, said: "D’Alema is 
playing on words and has absurd preten- 
tions. If D'Alema prevents a serious accord 
on the presidential system, then we would 
be better off with early elections." 

Meanwhile, former Prime Minister Silvio 
Berlusconi, who was an active ■ player in 
January’s consultations to find a way out of 
the impasse, has been notably absent from 
the latest round of talks between his main 
right-wing ally, Mr. Fini, and Mr. D'Alema. 

Currently embroiled in a corruption trial, 
the media magnate wants to avoid an elec- 
toral campaign at all costs.- 
The Democratic Party of the Left has laid 
out its ideas in a lengthy five-page note to 
Mr. Maccanico, using as a model the 
German-style chancellor as chief executive 
rather than the French system. 

Mr. Fini, for his part, wants the executive 
to be reinforced by a universally elected 
president, but has been silent on federalism 
or two-round parliamentary elections. 

Commenting on Mr. Berlusconi's silence, 
a National Alliance executive member 
Publio Fiori said: "He accepts anything so 
long as we don't go to the polls." 

Mr. Maccanico was due to review the 
main areas of agreement Wednesday before 
resuming consultations with political par- 
ties Thursday, after which he will decide 
whether there is sufficient support to form a 
new government. 


U.S. ‘cannot support’ South 
East Asia nuclear free zone 


KUALA LUMPUR (R) 
— The United States is 
unable to support a 
South East Asia nuclear 
weapons free zone in 
part because it would 
inhibit freedom of the 
seas, Washington’s 
chief arms negotiator 
said Wednesday. 

The Association Of 
South East Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) 
agreed to establish the 
zone, similar to one 
declared in the South 
Pacific, at a summit in 
Bangkok in December. 

Washington has 
expressed reservations 
about a separate proto- 
col to the treaty that it 
says impinges on its 
rights under the free- 
dom of the seas princi- 
ple. ’ 

“The United States is 
not prepared to sign the 
protocol because we 
still have some prob- 
lems with the lan- 
guage,” said Thomas 
Graham, President Bill 
Clinton’s special repre- 
sentative for arms con- 
trol, non-proliferation 
and disarmament 

“The United States 
very much wants to be 
associated with the 
ASEAN nuclear 
weapons free zone and 
is confident of working 
out the problem,” he 
told a news conference. 

The zone envisages a 
region free of nuclear 
weapons and weapon- 
related activity. 


Mr. Graham said the 
right of passage 
through the zone by 
U.S. ships was an 
important part of the 
freedom or the seas 
issue. He said other 
legal issues were 
involved. 

Washington and other 
nuclear powers have 
objected to the feet that 
the zone includes exclu- 
sive economic zones and 
continental shelves 
within its coverage. 

ASEAN groups Brunei, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, the 
Philippines, Singapore, 
Thailand and Vietnam. 
Together they straddle 
strategic sea lanes linking 
the Indian and Pacific 
Oceans. 

Mr. Graham said 
Washington and the other 
four nuclear powers — 
France, Britain, China 
and Russia — are ready to 
sign- a South Pacific 
nuclear weapons free zone 
and could do so in the next 
couple of months. 

The South Pacific zone 
has been held up by 
French nuclear tests in 
that region. 

Mr. Graham was in 
Malaysia to canvass sup- 
port for the 
Comprehensive Test Ban 
Treaty (CTBT) negotia- 
tions that beganda Geneva 
on Jan. 22. 

The five nuclear powers, 
including China, have 
publicly expressed sup- 
port for the treaty. 
France’s decision to end 


its nuclear tests in the 
South Pacific also clears 
the way. 

But China, which con- 
tinues to conduct under- 
ground testing, has held 
out for a provision allow- 
ing “peaceful” nuclear 
explosions to continue 
under the treaty. 

The United States 
adamantly opposes ft. - 

“There is no difference 
between conducting 
nuclear weapons testing 
for peaceful purposes and 
detonating a ■. nuclear 
bomb,” Mr. Graham said. 

India has been vocal 
about linking a test ban 
treaty with disarmament 
by tiie nuclear powers. 
But Mr. Graham said New 
Delhi may be persuaded to 
delink the Issues. 

“The probl em with link- 
ing the CTBT with disar- 
mament is that a CTBT is 
hard enough to achieve on 
its own,” he said noting 
that negotiations for such 
a treaty have been held 
since the 1950s. 

Linking it with other 
issues could bog down 
negotiations so much that 
a draft treaty could not be 
ready for ratification at 
the U.N. General 
Assembly next September 
as scheduled, he said. 

If the treaty is hot done 
this year then the consen- 
sus and momentum 
behind it could start to 
unravel, he added. 

“It is now or never to 
achieve this long-sought 
goal,” he said. 


Britain, 
China report 
progress on 
Hong Kong 


issues 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
British and Chinese offi- 
cials said Tuesday that 
progress was made towards 
settling outstanding issues 
ahead of the territory's han- 
dover to China next year. 

Zhao Jifaua, bead of the 
Chinese side, and his 
British counteiparts, told 
reporters after the second 
day of a four-day meeting 
of the Sino-British Joint 
Liaison Group (JLG) that 
“progress has been made ” 
but provided no details. 

But, despite the opti- 
mism, some differences 
remained Over the defini- 
tion of a permanent Hong 1 
Kong resident after the 
1997 handover, and on the 
granting of licences for 
personal communication 
systems. 

Mr. Zhao told reporters 
that the “right of abode is a 
matter of Chinese sover- 
eignty” adding that Beijing 
would still consult Britain 
on the issue. 

Said bis British counter- 
part Hugh Davies: “It is not 
a question of concession .... 
It (China) is still making up 
its mind." the matter will 
come up for discussion 
soon, he said. 

Meanwhile, differences 
were also reported on Hong 
Kong’s plan to grant six 
licences for personal com- 
munication systems. 

China has insisted that 
the number of licenses be 
reduced to four, and the 
senior Chinese official in 
charge of Hong Kong. 
Chen Zuo'er, earlier ques- 
tioned if Hong Kong, with 
a population of six million, 
needed six mobile phone 
operators. 

Hong Kong economic 
services secretary Gordon 
Siu, however, said 
Wednesday that the gov- 
ernment would push for six 
Personal Communications 
Services (PCS) licences to 
be issued in the territory. 

He rold reporters that 
based on a 1994-1995 
study, “there is demand for 
six PCS licences," adding 
that when the government 
first opened the tender for 
PCS licences, it received 
bids from about 14 compa- 
nies. 

The JLG is also .expected 
to discuss key issues such 
as the long-running dispute 
over Hong Kong's much- 
needed new CT9 container 
terminal, and air service 


agreements. 

China has objected to 
Jardine Matheson Ltd.'s 
involvement in the con- 
struction of CT9, alleging 
that governor Chris Patten 
granted the Jardine-Ied 
consortium the rights to 
develop pan of CT9 in 
1 992 in return for the trad- 
ing conglomerate's support 
for hi*, democratic reforms. 

Sino-British relations 
nose-dived three years ago 
fo’ lowing Patten’s decision 
to push ahead with political 
reforms. 
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Pope John Paul II is greeted by a small child that sneaked past security as he 
approached the altar at the Valle Maria mass ate in the town of Esquipulas, some 200 
kilometres southwest of Guatemala City. The Pope is on a seven-day tour through 
Central America and Venezuela (Reuter photo) 


Nicaragua bomb attack mars 


Pope John Paul’s visit for peace 


MANAGUA (R) — Pope John Paul returns 
Wednesday to Nicaragua to praise its 
peaceful transition from Sandinista revolu- 
tion to democratic rule but a bomb attack 
against a Catholic Church mars his visit for 
peace. 

The explosion Tuesday on the eve of the 
Pope’s visit, blew a hole in the floor of a 
small church in the town of Masaya. 30 
kilometres southeast of the capital 
Managua. 

No one was hurt but the attack, the 1 8th 
church bombing in the past year, was a 
stark reminder of the hatred still smoulder- 
ing in Nicaragua after the country became a 
cold war flashpoint in the last decade. 

Security was tight ahead of the Pontiff's 
arrival, with main streets blocked off a day 
early by gun-toting soldiers and police. 
More than 5,000 troops and detectives were 
deployed to protect Pope John Paul. 

On the Pope’s previous visit here in 1983, 
military Coman dante Daniel Ortega met 
him in battle fatigues but his host this time 
will be a matronly Catholic leader. 
President Violeta Chamorro. 

“Now my dreams are going to become 
reality in a few hours ,” Mrs. Chamorro told 
reporters before Pope John Paul arrived. “I 
asked (the Pope) that on his last trip to 
Central America he should please return to 
Nicaragua” 

The 75-year-old Pontiff is making his 
69th foreign trip and has at times recently 
looked frail and tired./ 

Vatican spokesman Joaquin Navarro- 
Valls was forced Tuesday to issue a denial 
that the Pope was in poor health after an 
international news agency reported that the 
Pontiff had cut short a pilgrimage to the 
Guatemalan town of Esquipulas because of 
ill health. 

Cardinal Navarro- Vails said it was bad 
weather rather than any ailment which 
forced the Pope to return early to 


Guatemala City by helicopter and abandon 
plans to bless a 400-year-old icon venerated 
by Catholics as a source of miracle cures. 

Later in the day, the Pontiff braved strong, 
chilly winds at a military parade ground to 
lead an emotional prayer service honouring 
Catholic victims of a brutal civil war. 

“I want to pay a warm and deserved 
homage to the hundreds of religious teach- 
ers. who along with some priests, risked 
their lives, and in some cases sacrificed 
their lives, to spread the word of God,” 
Pope John Paul said. 

'Hie president of Guatemala’s bishops' 
conference, Bishop Jorge Mario Avila Del 
Aguila. gave the Pope a list of the names of 
around 300 priests and religious teachers 
killed in Guatemala’s civil war. They were 
among 140,000 people killed in the last 
three decades. 

Most of the victims were murdered by the 
army in the early 1980s during the rule of 
Protestant Evangelical dictator General 
Efrain Rios Montt, wbo suspected they 
were guerrilla sympathisers. 

But memories of brutal repression did not 
eclipse the joy of thousands of Guatemalans 
wbo braved the cold to cheer the Pontiff. 

In his liturgy, the Pope called on religious 
teachers to adopt the example of Catholic 
victims of repression and spread the word 
of God throughout Guatemala to counter- 
the influence of Protestant sects in remote 
areas populated mainly by Maya Indians. 

He said that Mayas were the people most 
affected by the Protestant sects, which “sow 
confusion and uncertainty among Catho- 
lics.” a quarter of Guatemalans have de- 
serted the Catholic Church over the past 
three decades to join Protestant Evangelical 
churches. 

Following his visit to Nicaragua, the Pope 
will make a day trip Thursday to El Sal- 
vador before continuing Friday to the final 
stage of his journey in Venezuela. 


Australian Labour party 
scraps plans for TV debates 


SYDNEY (AFP) — 
Aus-tralia’s ruling 
Labour Party 

Wednesday scrapjped 
plans for televised 
debates between Prime 
Minister Paul Keating 
and his rival John 
Howard, and called for 
fresh negotiations on the 
talks. 

“If we are to proceed 
with a debate new 
arrangements will have 
to be finalised," a top 
Labour Party official 
said. 

The televised debates 
are seen as central to 
both the government 
and opposition coalition 
of the Liberal and 
National parties ahead 
of the March 2 general 
elections, as encounters 
before the 1990 and 
1993 elections had a big 
role in the outcome, 
political analysts noted. 

“Debates between 
Keating and Howard 
can be very, .important 
for the outcome of this 
election,” said Elaine 
Thompson, an associate 
professor in the School 
of Political Science at 
the University of New 
South Wales. 

"These debates can be 
important in marginal 
seals where it is really, 
really tough, particular- 
ly as voting decisions 
are so soft these days 
with people making up 
their minds later ana 
later.*’ she added. 

The Labour Party has 
been trailing the conser- 
vative coalition by 
around seven points in 
opinion polls over the 
past month and analysts 


said Mr. Keating needs a 
debate victory to turn 
his campaign around. 

But plans for two ver- 
bal duels collapsed 
when both sides failed 
to agree on the host 
broadcaster or the mod- 
erator. 

Mr. Keating insisted 
that the national broad- 
caster, the Australian 
Broadcasting 
Corporation (ABC)" 
host the debates, the 
first Sunday and the sec- 
ond on Feb. 25. 

But Mr. Howard 
vetoed the ABC’s top 
current affairs broad- 
caster Kerry O'Brien as 
moderator of the two 
proposed debates, say- 
ing Mr. O'Brien’s 
actions when he hosted 
the 1993 election debate 
were “not defensible.” 

Mr. Howard instead 
wants Ray Martin, star 
anchor man for the com- 
mercial Channel Nine, 
to host the debate. 

On Wednesday, 
Labour's National 
Secretary . Gary Gray 
wrote to liberal Party's 
Federal Director 
Andrew Robb telling 
him that arrangements 
for two debates had 
been dropped as a result 
of the Liberal stance on 
Mr. O’Brien. 

"As far as I’m con- 
cerned all terms agreed 
previously between us 
are now broken," Mr, 
Gray wrote. 

But Mr. Robb said his 
party’s offer stands. 

"Mr. Howard stands 
ready to debate Mr. 
Keating Sunday night 
on the Nine Network,” 


he said. 

The ABC has also 
insisted that if it were to 
host the debates, it 
should chose the moder- 


ator. 

‘The purpose of the 
debates is to provide fair 
and balanced discus- 
sions between the two 
political leaders and to 
allow the people of 
Australia to properly 
assess the major policy 
positions,” said ABC 
Managing Director 
Barry Johns in letters 
last week to the Labour 
and Liberal parties. 

In the 1993 election, 
the two debates on the 
ABC between Mr. 
Keating and then 
Liberal leader John 
Hewson were relatively 
tame affairs. 

There was a third 
debate, arranged rather 
hurriedly, on Channel 
Nine. 

And it was razor sharp 
attacks by Mr. Keating 
on Mr. Hewson’s 
planned goods and ser- 
vices tax during this 
clash which helped 
Labour puli off a sur- 
prise win, analysts said. 

Back in 1990. about 
eight million people 
watched then Prime 
Minister Bob Hawke 
out perform the then 
coalition leader Andrew 
Peacock in a televised 
debate which historians 
see as acting to restore 
Mr. Hawke's self-confi- 
dence on the hustings 
and help to ensure his 
re-election. 


China bombs 
Yellow River to * 
break ice 


BEIJING (R) -7 Chinese 
People’s Liberation Army 
airplanes have dropped 
bombs to blast apart a 
blanket of ice blocking the 
Yellow River in northwest 
Shaanxi province, the 
Xinhua News Agency said. 
The blockage along the 
river had forced the river to 
breach its banks, flooding 
nearly 13,000 hectares 
(32,000 acres) of farmland 
and affecting the lives of 
13,000 people since the 
end of last month, it said 
The local military base 
sent 31 airplanes and 
dropped 576 bombs to 
break up the ice, bringing 
the water level down by 
1.5 metres, it said. 


,«i£V. - 


& 


S' m ■ . 

... - v V" 


■ 




f* • • 

ft 

it 


Mandela is world 
president — Stevie 
Wonder 
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PRETORIA (R) — Blind 
American singer Stevie , 

Wonder said South African n fl 
President Nelson Mandela ’’ ** 
was the world’s president. 

Mr. Mandela, 77, hugged 
him and said the singer 
was like a son. “He is the 
president of the new South 
Africa, but really he is the 
president of the world,” the 
singer said after Mr. 

Mandela led him into the 
garden of his official resi- 
dence in Pretoria. Mr. 

Mandela, holding onto 
Wonder’s arm while talk- 
ing to reporters, said: 

“Stevie Wonder is my son, 
and J speak to him with 
great affection ” 












Joan Collins 
battles lawsuit 
in Court 




NEW YORK (R) — 
British Actress Joan 
Collins made her debut in a 
New York courtroom, bat- 
tling publishing giant 
Random House over a 
multi-million-dollar- book 
contract Random House is 
suing Collins, demanding 
the return of a $1.2 million 
advance paid to her for# 
manuscripts it claims were 
unfinished and unpublish- 
able. Collins has counter- 
sued for $3.6 million she 
claims the publishing 
house still owes her. “I am 
confident of winning," 
Collins, 62, said outside 
the Manhattan courthouse. 
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Jackson’s Rio 
slum video given 
all-clear 
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RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — 
A judge has paved the way 
for Michael Jackson to 
film a video in a Rio shan- 
tytown, a day after effec- 
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tively banning the contro- . i 0 r 
versial shoot a lawyer for 
the production team said. * 
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But there was a possibility - ^ _ a ( 
Jackson and film director 
Spike Lee might abandon 
plans to film in the hillside ''^'r yx 

slum. “There’s no guaran- 
tee the filmino will now ^ 


take place.” lawyer Morris 


lr. 


J e r,- 


JsraeJ said. A battle overfsjj 


Jackson’s proposed video 
for the song They Don't 
Care About Us erupted 
when a Rio official said the 
use of a shantytown as a 
backdrop could “devas- 
tate” attempts to host the 
2004 Olympics. 


Picasso, Pissarro 
works stolen from 
airport 
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NEW Y ORK (R ) — Three >Jl£ , - 'vi Cnce 
works of art believed to be :\u, 'Poke i 
worth $15 million, inclod- 'q,' .I&d on ^ 
ing a painting and a draw- K -i- . in 
ing by Pablo Picasso, were a g. • ’ n -leJ ., t) 

stolen from a baggage mul - | ii\ a 
v , s„. u h r.i[j{. w 


holding area at John 


Kennedy International '$ 1 / 

Airport, officials said. 
lawyer for Mexican busi- 4 * **p!oc 
nessman Avelino Espinosa^: ^c Univ 
Gonzalez said that wben^^e 
his client declared the f *»d \jj:' 
to U.S. customs officials,^, n U!Tii>.. ' 


. “4 Jj. , 

he was told it was too valu-;^ / e-h,- 
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able 10 bring into the coun-V ^ ih- pjj 
tty as an informal declara-^- 
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non. “when he returned 1 ^ >h . 
with a customs broker the' i^ uri in ^ 


next day, be was told l 

the paintings were ndss-V °iher s 
ing," said attorney .Kevin; y^ 
Dyer. “It was apparently, 
logged in at a warehouse^ J n 
by a lone security guard-" ^trj^e t 0 .??] 
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A s ubma rine emerge?, frum the sea whih? a helicopter hour* merit during u military exercise by Taiwan off its east- 
ern coast of Hualien. The Defence Ministry said the exercise was merely routine and was not related Ui the recent 
tensions between Taiwan and China iRcuier photo) 


Taiwan ruling Nationalist Party 
parliament majority cut to one 


TAIPEI tR) — Taiwan' 1 -. ruling \a!i,-n.ihst 
Party had #is razor-thin p.i/lijmenury 
majority slushed u» u bare mmmiun'. 
Wednesday when it lost two <4 its legisla- 
tors to independent iunkv 

The party now holds only -S3 of the 1 64 
seats in the parliament after it expelled Tsai 
Chung-Han and suspended Waits Peihn 
The two subsequently announced the) 
would become independent legislators 

A Nationalist official said Mr. l'sai and 
Mr. Peilin, both from Taiwan's aborigine 
non-Chinese minority, were punished fur 
voting against the ruling pjnv during par- 
liament's speaker and vice-speaker elec- 
tions last Thursday. 

"The Central Standing Committee has 
decided to throw- Tsui out of the pany and 
suspend Peilin for a year because of their 
unwillingness to comply with the party's 
wishes during the elections the official 
said by telephone. 

The aaion follows parliamentary elec- 
tions in December last year in which the 
Nationalists, who have ruled Taiwan for 50 
years, won only 85 seats in parliament, 
down from a previous 92. | . 


Aftoihri suit test awaits die Nationalists' 
one-seal tn.tji<ni\ around Feb 15 when par- 
liament v«:e-. on whether « *r ni»i to endorse 
Lien Otari, the Nationalists’ nominee lor 
premier 

Mr 1-ien had in resign his pmi in a for- 
mality before the new parliament convened 
on Feb. 1 . 

If part lament votes Mr. l.ien down, it 
would be a blow to President Lee Teng-Hui. 
who is running in inaugural presidential 
election:, on March 23 with Mr. Lien as 
wee- presidential running mate. 

Both :he opposition Democratic 
Progressive Party t DPP land the New Party 
have said they would oppose Mr. Lien’s 
nomination 

Mr. T-uii and Mr. Peilin said they voted in 
the speaker election for the DPP’s speaker 
nominee. Shih Ming-Tch, against the 
Nationalists' Liu Sung -Pan. Mr. Liu edged 
Mr. Shrli by one vote in that race. 

The two aboriginal members said they 
were dissatisifed with what they called the 
Nationalists’ repeated neglect of iheir peo- 
ple's rights. 


Lesotho’s Letsie is sworn in as new king 


MASERU iR) — Lesotho's 
King Letsie was sworn in as 
monarch of the southern 
African nation Wednesday 
to succeed his father who 
died in a car crash last 
month. 

King Letsie, 32, took the 
oath of office before his 
mother. Queen Mamohaio. 
and Lesotho's Prime 
Minister Ntsu Mokhehlc 
during a solemn public cer- 
emony at the royal palace in 
the capital Maseru. 

He succeeds the laic King 
Moshoeshoc 1 1 who was 
killed in a crash when his 
car veered off a mountain 
road on Jan. 15 while he 
was on bis way to visit one 
of his cattle farms. 

King Letsie has already- 
been king, replacing his 
father at one stage for five 
years before being forced in 
turn to abdicate Iasi year 
under pressure from region- 
al states in a move lo ensure 
stability in the kingdom of 
1.6 million people follow- 
ing a constitutional crisis. 


As he took the oath admi- 
nistered by Chief Justice 
Joseph Kheolu, the king 
undertook to "abstain from 
involving the monarchy in 
any way in politics or with 
any political panics or 
groups." 

" King Letsie. wearing a 
suit with a black mourning 
cloth draped around his 
neck, embraced lus mother 
alter he was swum in. and 
shook hands with Mr. 
Mokhehlc. 

During hs> previous reign. 
King Letsie experienced a 
turbulent period in ihc polit- 
ical history of I-esotho. 

He was installed as king 
by ihe country's then mili- 
tary rulers in i9*W and w it- 
nessed the country's first 
democratic elections in two 
decades that brought Mr. 
Mokhehlc and his 
Basutoland Congress Party 
to power in March 199?. 

In August 1994. King 
Letsie sparked a constitu- 
tional crisis by sacking Mr. 
Mokhehlc in a palace coup 


widely rumoured to have 
been orchestrated by his 
father. 

Order was restored after 
an agreement, which inc- 
luded the return of King 
Moshoeshoc to the throne 
in January 1995, was bro- 
kered hy Zimbabwe, Bots- 
wana and South Africa. 

Pnme Minister Ntsu 
Mokhehlc said the installa- 
tion of King Letsie tor the 
second time would not take 
the form of a coronation 
because the royal family 
was sull in mourning. 

1?ie prime minister has 
said festivities to present 
the new king to the Basotho 
nation w'ould be arranged in 
due course. 

Mourners at King M shoe- 
shoe’s state funeral hist 
month described the new 
lung, still unwed ui 32, as a 
handsome playboy. Tradi- 
tion dictates (hat he now 
marry a woman whu could 
he his queen. 


Nearly 20 hurt in Bangladesh 
police action during Khaleda’s visit 
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DHAKA (R) — Nearly 20 people were 
injured when police dispersed hundreds ot 
opposition activists trying to disrupt an 
election nilly by Prime Minister Begum 
Khaleda Zia in southern Bangladesh 
Wednesday, witnesses said 

They said violence erupted shortly betore 
Mrs. Khaleda spoke to thousands el follow- 
ers at MohipaJ on her way to the town .>! 
Feni, which was virtually clo-cJ down by 
an opposil ion-led strike. 

Mrs. Khaleda's Bangladesh Nationalist 
Panv is the only major party taking pan in 
ihc poll because of a boycott by opposition 
panics. 

The activists exploded home-made bombs 
and stoned security officials Police ihen 
beal and drove awav the protester v 

Officials said Mr. Khaleda was due to 
address a number of rallies before she 
entered strike-bound Pent — a wai s!»c 
contesting in the Feb. 15 eta.tii-ns iaicr 
Wednesday. 

Under Bangladesh's cnnsiituiifn. a .'anJt- 
diitc can run in up to five scat- but si victo- 
rious, they can keep only one and niu-’t 
vacate the’others. 

Witnesses said police, paroimlit.iry and 
army soldiers had imposed strong security 
in the town after opposition parties called 
die strike there to foil Mrs. Khaleda's 

The strike shut transport, offices and bu*.i- 


nesses, one official told Reuters. 

Major opposition parties, buy cot ting the 
election bccau-c Mrs. Khaleda hiLs refused 
to step down and hand over power to a neu- 
tral authority, have called for strikes every- 
where the prime minister goes on her cam- 
paign trad. 

One rtpfv.u iuti activist was shot dead anti 
<iexcr.il injured in clashes between Mis. 
Khaleda's M»ppt»ners and opponents in Fern 
Monday, p»»!ivv said 

■*nie town is in an explosive mond 
Despite the presence of vccitrily forces, 
upfiosiiion militants arc marching with 
black flags and chaining against Khaleda, “ 
one local jounuSiM said. 

The opposition has vowed ro rcsisi the 
elccti'sn. raising tears- of widespread vio- 
lence. 

Oppu-itiun activists attacked a printing 
shop Tuesday in Hie port city of Chiitagong 
that w:ls printing oners’ identity cards, 
lit iine-made h»uiibs were also thruwn at 
government buildings in Chittagong 
Tuesday nigiu. fiulice said. 

Mrs. Khaleda is expected to xisit the 
northern district of Kujshalu at the week- 
end, officials .said, but might drop 
Chittagong from hei ilinentry because oi 
t hr cals uf vn»!enct* 


Poll brings 
relief for 
Britain’s 
Blair after 
bruising row 

c 

LONOTJN <K» — British 
opfxisitiun leader Tony 
Blair heaved a sigh of 
relief Wednesday alter an 
opinion poll showed that 
the most bruising row- to 
ha the Labour Party since 
he look over as leader 19 
months ago had caused lit- 
tle damage. 

The poll in the Guardian 
newspaper, the first since 
last month's .spat over the 
education of a Labour 
"shadow" minister's ll- 
yeur-old son, showed the 
puny would win 47 per 
cent of the vote in a gener- 
al election, down just one 
point from January. 

On figtires adjusted to 
take, account of Britons’ 
reluctance to tell pollsters 
they plan to vote 
Conservative, the ruling 
party was given 3 1 per cent 
of the vote with the minor- 
ity Liberal Democrats on 
19 per cent. 

The Conservative rating 
was up five points from ihe 
equivalent ICM poll in 
January, but this merely 
marked a recovery to lev- 
els lute last year. The 
Januttry dip followed the 
defection uf a 
Conservative MP to the 
Liberal Democrats. 

"It’s an encouraging sign, 
but no more than that," 
said one Conservative 
strategist. “We arc under 
no illusion about tbe hill 
we have to climb." 

The poll was the first 
since revelations that 
Labour’s health spokes- 
woman Harriet Harman 
hud decided to send her 
son Joe ro a grammar 
school which selects pupils 
on academic merit rather 
than one of the comprehen- 
sives which Labour 
favours. 

That provoked heavy 
criticism from party left- 
wingers, already worried 
by Mr. Blair's rejection of 
traditional socialist beliefs 
such us national] sution. 

But the poll showed 50 
per ectil uf people sided 
with Ms. Harman in her 
decision on Joe’s schooling 
against 38 per cent saying 
she was wrong. Labour 
supporters were even more 
heavily in favour. 

Prime Minister John 
Major must call a general 
election by May next year, 
and could be forced into an 
carhct one if he loses Ins 
Majority in parliament, 
iurtcnily a perilous four. 

Mr. Blair was exacted to 
reveal more of his new' 
centrist agenda Wednesday 
by detailing plans to 
change Britain's ancient 
constitutional arrange- 
ments by introducing par- 
liaments for Scotland and 
Wales ;md ending seats for 
die aristocracy in the upper 
house of L.oids. 

“Power to die people is 
no: .t slug an but a neeessi- 
1 ’,," he wrote in a newspu- 
,wr article previewing a 
speech due to he delix ered 
later Wednesday. 
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Taiwan: No fight with China 


TAIPEI IR! — president 
Lee Teng-Hui said Wednes- 
day that Taiwan was not 
going to fight rival China, 
and Taipei said it had no 
iniomianon to support a 
report that Beijing is about 
to sum war games near this 
island. 

Mr Lee's voice boomed 
and bis finger stabbed the 
air as he denied Beijing's 
allegations that he wants 
Taiwan to formally break 
away from China. Earlier, 
he also accused Beijing uf 
"standing tfic truth on its 
head”. 

"We me not going to fight 
with China and we ore not 
trying to compete with 
China on who has more 
money, who has more abili- 
ty and who has bigger fists.” 
Mr. Lee told a rally in his 
campaign for the country's 
first direct presidential elec- 
tions on March 23. 

"I am not trying to empha- 
sise so-e oiled Taiwan inde- 
pendence.” Mr. Lee added. 

China, w hich regards 
Taiwan os a renegade 
province, accused Mr. Lee 
Tuesday of paving only lip- 
service to a stated goal of 
reunification and of secretly 
aiming tor independence. 
Beijing says it will attack to 


prevent Taiwan's indepen- 
dence. 

But w bile Mr Lee denied 
a goal !t; break away, he 
also made it clear that 
Taiwan has evolved into a 
separate emits since i: split 
from the mainland after a 
civil war which ended in 
!y49. 

“The mainland side says 
Taiwan is a province of the 
People’s Republic of China. 
But they arc just telling 
themselves thui,” Mr. Lee 
said. 

"Chinese Communists 
have not ruled Taiwan for 
one hour, one minute. They 
base not collected a single 
cent of tax here and yet they 
still dare to shorn ‘you're 
mire:, you're mine’," added 
the president, favourite to 
w in the March elections. 

As Mr Lee roiled, offi- 
cials denied a report by the 
Hong Kong Ming Pau doily 
that China will launch war 
games along the coast uf 
Fujian province opposite 
Taiwan Satin Jay 

Jan Jyh-Horiig, a director 
a: the cabinet's Mainland 
Affairs Council iMAC;, 
wid journalists that after 
exhaustive information Ca- 
therine it found that "there 
is no Saturdas exercise". 


A Defence Ministry 
spokesman said that so far 
no unu-uul troop move- 
ments have been seen along 
China’s southeast coast. 

He added that Taiwan 
troops remained on high 
alen and that some have had 
holidays cancelled over 
Chinese New Year from 
Feb. 19. 

Taiwan's Shore Index, 
which had fallen eight per 
cent this year on fears over 
mounting tensions with 
Chino, clawed back 1 46 per 
cent Wednesday to end at 
4.75S.S’3 on buying by 
fundi related to the wealthy 
ruling Notionalist Party. 

The L'nited Stales, which 
has diplomatic tics with 
Beijing but is obliged by 
treaty to supply weapons to 
Taiwan, Tuesday expressed 
concern over tensions 
across the 220-kilometres 
straits separating China and 
Taiwan. 

I'.S. Defence Secretary 
William Perry said he did 
not see immediate prospects 
of hostilities but added that 
military exercises China is 
reportedly planning, near 
Taiwan were a mailer for 
ccncem. 

“I am concerned about the 
military manoeuvring that 


the Chinese are doing to, in 
not-so-subtle ways, threaten 
Taiwan, try to influence 
their election,” Mr. Perry 
told a think-tank in Wa- 
shington. 

!n Taipei Wednesday, the 
recently appointed chair- 
man of the American 
Institute in Taiwan. James 
Wood, told journalists that 
the l'.S. would abide by the 
Taiwan Relations Act, 
which obliges Washington 
to supply weapons to ensure 
the island’s security. 

But although President 
Lee did not give an inch on 
China's central demand that 
he abandon his policy of 
expanding Taiwan’s foreign 
diplomacy, Taipei did offer 
some small conciliatory 
gestures. 

It said it would allow 
more mainland movies to be 
shown on the island and 
promised a measure that 
would facilitate slightly 
approvals of Taiwan invest- 
ments into Chino. 

Before noon. Mr. Lee met 
with visiting t T .S. Congress- 
man Dana Kohrabacher and 
told him Beijing's allega- 
tions that he was covertly 
pursuing independence for 
Taiwan was “standing the 
truth on its head". 


Buchanan scores stunning victory in Louisiana 


BATON ROl’CiK. La t R i — 
Conservative columnist Pat 
Buchanan Tuesday scored 
an stunning victory in the 
first skiniush of the 1996 
l'.S. presidential nice, deal- 
ing a deadly blow to Texas 
Sen. Phil Gramm. 

The vote came in presi- 
dential caucuses in (he 
southern stale of Louisiana, 
which was expected to be a 
Gramm stronghold. Apart 
from Sen. Gramm and Mr 
Buchanan, only conserva- 
tive radio talk show host 
Alan Keyes entered the con- 
test. 

With all the votes in. Mr. 
Buchanan won 62 per cent 
of the vote to Sen. Gramm's 
38 per cent. Thar was 
enough to give Mr. Bu- 
chanan 13 delegates to the 
Republican National Con- 
vention while Sen. Gramm 
took eight. 

Six Republican candi- 
dates, including Senate 
majority leader Bob Dole 


and publisher Steve Forbes, 
sat out the election to pre- 
serve the traditional status 
of Iowa and New Hamp- 
shire os the first stales to 
vote Iowa holds its caucus- 
es, viewed as the first major 
test of the campaign, next 
Monday. 

TTie Republican presiden- 
tial nominee needs 996 del- 
egates at the national con- 
vention to ensure selection. 

With Cajun music play- 
ing. an excited Buchanan 
claimed a major victory. 
"The battle of the bayou is 
over and it has ended in a 
great triumph for the 
Buchanan brigades." 

“This is a victory for a 
new conservatism of the 
heart ... this is a conser- 
. vativra of faith, family and 
country,” be declared. 

According to exit polls 
Mr. Buchanan won due 
mainly to a heavier than 
expected turnout by ultra- 
conservative religious 


Christian voters, including 
fellow Catholics. 

His populist campaign, 
playing heavily on protec- 
tionist rhetoric, also won 
him the support of lower 
income voters. 

However, only around 
30.000 of the state's 
4S6.0U0 registered Repub- 
licans showed up to vote in 
the election. 

The Louisiana vote was a 
heavy, perhaps even a dead- 
ly blow for Sen. Gramm, 
who comes from a neigh- 
bouring state and had confi- 
dently predicted picking up 
all 2 1 delegates to _ the 
Republican National Con- 
vention. 

Mr. Buchanan, who last 
week won the backing of 
Louisiana’s newly elected 
Republican Gov. Mike ' 
c oster, mounted an unex- 
pectedly strong campaign. 

"This is a major upset for 
Gramm and it’s the only 
thins that makes the caucus- 


es interesting." said Wayne 
Parent, a Louisiana State 
University analyst. 

“This is shaping up to be a 
three-man race between 
Dole, Forbes and Bucha- 
nan,*' he said. 

Sen. Gramm gambled 
heavily in Louisiana. His 
supporters were behind the 
state's attempt to jump to 
the head of the line in the 
presidential campaign. 

Louisiana Republicans 
originally bid to hold the 
first election of the cam- 
paign in an effort to 
increase the south’s influ- 
ence in the presidential 
selection process. 

But Iowa and New 
Hampshire, traditional sites 
of the opening presidential 
preference votes, reacted 
furiously to the challenge 
and managed to jrersuade 
most of the field to boycott 
Louisiana. 



Hard freeze thaws in U.S. south but crops damaged 

ATLANTA ( R ) — The deep 
south thawed out Tuesday 
after an Arctic blast of win- 
ter that left tens of thou- 
sands of homeowners with- 
out power, burst water pipes 
and did millions of dollars 
in damage to winter veg- 
etable crops. 

In the midwest, the thaw 
following a hard freeze 
brought a threat of flooding 
rivers and damage to dor- 
mant winter wheat crops, 
while in Canada a band of 
"Street Angels" set out to 
save the homeless from the 
cold and officials scrambled 
to rescue deer threatened 
with starvation. 

The sun shone and tem- 
peratures rose above freez- 
ing in northern Georgia for 
the first time in days, but 
not before old man winter 
took a parting shot at a rural 
water tank north of Atlanta. 

The cold ruptured a valve, 
sending water cascading 
onto trees and severing 
water service to scores of 
families. 

Georgia agriculture offi- 
cials warned that the cold 
had hurt winter crops such 
as a $40-mil!ion-a-yeur 
vidaliu onion crop but the 
extent of damage will not be 
known for days. 

The record blast of Arctic 
air in the deep south caused 
severe crop damage in parts 
of Florida, but predictions 
lhal damage might rival that 
of the catastrophic Chris- 
tmas 1989 freeze were unre- 
al, officials said. 

"This is a very minor 
freeze compared to the 
December 1989 freeze," 
said Florida Department of 
Agriculture spokesman Bob 
Blankenship. 

Temperatures plunged 
into the mid-teens in north- 
ern Florida and ihe niid-2(Js 
in citrus-growing areas of 
centra! Florida Monday, 
turning orange juice to slush 
inside the fruit and ruining 
some winter vegetables. 

Preliminary estimates of 


Two North American Polar Bears find their drinking pool frozen as they exit their 
icy cave at the Buffalo, New York Zoo. The eight-year-old Polar Bears don't seem to 
feel the pinch or sub-zero temperatures that has hit the North. Zoo keepers have had 
lo supply special watering areas due to severe cold (Reuter photo) 


damace to vegetable crops 
ranged from S50 million lo 
S6G million, said Mr. 
Blankenship. That figure 
included only damage to 
mature crops, not to plants 
or trees. 

The tomato, bell pepper 
and viruw berry crops were 
hardest hit. and about ?,U0i> 
acres of squash and cucum- 
bers in western Florida were 
largely destroyed, said Mr 
Blanker/ship. 

Years 'ago. when Florida 
produced virtually all of the 
nation's winter vegetables, 
.severe freeze damage would 
have sent consumer prices 
skyrocketing. But with 
Mexico now supplying 
more than 30 per cent of the 
market, the effects will not 
be felt as ’dramatically, said 
Mr. Blankenship. 

"Normally we’d think the 
prices would jump some- 
where in the 15-20 per cent 
range,” he said. "But things 
aren't really normal because 
of the abundant supply 


coming in from Mexico.” 

Thousands ol North 
Carolina residents remained 
without electricity Tuesday 
following a weekend storm 
that coated tree limbs with 
ice. bringing down branches 
and power lines. Cable 
worker Jen Vanasek. 24. 
was killed Monday when he 
accidentally touclied a 
dow tied power line carrying 
volts, the Charlotte 
Observer reported. 

In the midwest, above- 
freezing temperatures were 
forecast tor coming days 
but the thaw created a host 
of new problems. Frozen 
pipes burst as residents used 
hair dryers and space 
heaters to get water flow- 
ing. Fremont. Nebraska res- 
idents were warned as the 
iced-o-.cr Platte River 
threatened to flood. 

Wheat farmers and ranch- 
ers across the region toted 
up damage to crops and 
livestock from two w eeks of 


bitter cold and wind. Cattle 
often calve at this time of 
year and some calves froze 
as they emerged. Farmers 
were also worried land will 
"heave," or split open, dam- 
aging dormant winter 
wheat. 

In Toronto, a band of 
"Street Angels" was formed 
after the cold snap caused 
the deaths of three homeless 
men in the past month. The 
city council approved 
S437.0U0 in funding for the 
group, which combs side- 
walks, alleys :tnd under- 
passes, donating sleeping 
bags, food and clothing to 
ihe homeless. 

In rural Ontario, wildlife 
officials declared an emer- 
gency in three areas where 
heavy snows and cold 
llireatcn starvation of thou- 
sands of deer. Officials fear 
the province may lose up to 
7U per cent of next year's 
fawn population if a feeding 
programme is not put in 
place immediately. 
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Who’s guilty in Bosnia? 


THE CONTINUED anguish over the fate 
of about tens of thousands of Bosnian 
Muslims missing since the fail of Srebren- 
cia to Bosnian Serbs last July cannot be 
simply blamed on the Serbs who captured 
the area but also the U.N. itself which 
declared the region a safe area and did 
nothing to honour its commitment. The 
U.N. thus cannot just admit responsibil- 
ity for atrocities and mass killings that 
the people of the city may have been 
subjected: it must be held accountable 
legally, politically and economically. The 
inaction of the U.N. peace-keeping forces 
to protect the city from the onslaught of 
the Serbs at least by airpower which was 
available to it cannot be allowed to slip 
unnoticed. 

The families of the victims as well as 
the government In Sarajevo are entitled 
to raise the issue of the link between the 


The View from the Academia 


Dr. Ahmad Y. Majdoubeh 


Teaching right values — an invaluable asset 


THE OTHER day, I read in one of our Arabic dailies an 
interesting piece entitled “Memoirs of a Teacher." The 
piece tells the story of a dramatic encounter in an Arabic 
lesson on “Contentment" (Alqana’a) between the author 
herself — a believing (and all-knowing) teacher — and a 
sceptical (and ultimately ignorant) student The piece is 
presumably written with the aim of publicising the 
teacher's method of instruction and the nature of moral 
values she imparts to her students. 

The teacher begins by asking the students to read the 
subject silently, and then together they explain the difficult 
words and discuss the general meaning. So far so good. 
Suddenly, a student raises her hand requesting permission 
to speak. Permission granted, an interesting encounter 
ensues. The student starts by saying that at times she 
thinks for “very long hours" about the difference between 
her life in her “very humble" home and the life of her 
friend. The student is deprived of “everything" her friend 
has. She “adores” the “clothes" and the “shoes” her friend 
buys from the most “refined” shops abroad. She has never 
been in an airplane, has never worn “expensive clothes," 
and has never had a “car of her own.” 

As the student's dilemma heightens and the plot 
becomes increasingly “Egyptian," the student almost 
cries. She is, she tells us. unable to sleep at night — think- 
ing about her friend’s clothes and new shoes (poor soul’). 
The sad thoughts soon lead to serious grief and real 
depression. “How can I therefore be content and happy?” 
The teacher has a ready answer. “But, my daughter, don’t 
forget that you are in the best of health, that you have two 
parents, that you have been given the opportunity to learn, 
that you have an eye with which you can see, an ear with 
which you can bear, and a foot on which you can walk." 
The maternal tone soon changes into that of an expert psy- 
chologist or sociologist: “Suppose you are deprived of one 
of your parents, how would you then feel?" “Suppose you 
were one of those kids whose parents cannot afford to send 
them to school?" 

The student is not yet persuaded. She challenges the 
teacher, “But, my dearest teacher, my friend also has 
everything yon have mentioned, and much more. I am not 
convinced.” Bingo! 

The teacher is now forced to sway her through a very 
ingenious demonstration. She asks the student to raise her 
head up. stretch her neck as far back as she can, fix her 
eyes on the ceiling, and not to lower her head until she is 


asked to. After a few “moments,” the student “begs” the 
teacher to relieve her. The teacher firmly refuses. A couple 
of moments later, the student cries out in pain. 

The demonstration does not stop. The student is now 
asked to lower her head, look at the floor, and not raise it 
until she is asked to. The student looks at the floor and 
enjoys “watching the beautiful drawings on the tiles." This 
time, she does not beg to lift her bead. The teacher asks, 
“Why have you not asked to lift your head?” “Because 
there is no pain.” 

Seizing this moment of revelation and triumph, the 
teacher articulates “firmly” the theme of the demonstra- 
tion: “Never look at those who are higher than you are and 
those who are better, for this will trouble you. Always look 
at those who are lower than you are, so that you will 
appreciate what God has endowed you with. This way you 
will be happy, satisfied and content.” The piece ends here, 
and the student does not speak; obviously, she is fully con- 
vinced now. 

What can one say here? At one level, the piece is so 
funny, ludicrous, silly and pathetic that one is tempted, 
after reading it to a friend or two and laughing at it the way 
you laugh at a silly joke, to simply throw it away. Obvi- 
ously, the author has been watching too many Egyptian 
movies and too many soap operas. 

But one cannot just laugh and take the matter lightly. 
There are many reasons why such a piece, ludicrous as it 
is, should evoke in us some real concern, but I wish to 
assert two reasons here. 

The first is that the piece is, in many ways, an epitome 
of the sad state of our public discourse, both wrinen and 
spoken. A great deal of what we read in our papers, our lit- 
erature. our studies, our research, our publications, is of 
the same poor and silly quality. The same applies to much 
of what we hear on the radio, watch on TV and encounter 
in daily situations. Why are silliness and shallowness tol- 
erated and promoted in our Arab culture of today? How 
many of the many papers published in our society are 
worth reading? How much of the material that gets pub- 
lished in our leading Arabic dailies (the piece above has 
appeared in one of them) is itself worth reading? How 
many of our poems, novels, short stories, studies, research 
papers, talk shows, interviews are worth reading or watch- 
ing? Very few. 

The other day a TV interviewer was talking to a few 
shoppers. 1 will spare you comments about the manner in 


which he asked questions, about his facial gestures, about 
his response to the answers of the interviewees. Suffice it 
to say that the highlight of the interviews was the follow- 
ing question, asked in a most serious and philosophic tone: 
“Do yon plan ahead of time what you want to buy or do 
you decide sSixs you come to the supermarket?” Ted Kop- 
pel and Larry King can eat their hearts out 

The second reason is that the piece is deadseri ons .There 
is no irony, no cynicism and no humour in it The teacher 
mp-ins what she says, and the incident is a real one, from 
our own schools, and not from the fictional or fictitious 
world of Mark Twain or Charles Dickens. 

What moral value is the teacher teaching the student by 
asking her to lift her eyes to the ceiling or lowering -them 
to the ground? What does she mean by dividing people 
into “higher" and “lower” and into “better” and “worse”? 
We know of course that behind the silly narrative iff a seri- 
ous issue. Our culture has taken pride for a long time in 
being non-materialistic, in cautioning its individuals 
against blind imitation of others, and in encouraging peo- 
ple to simplify their needs and wants and not be gre&dy. 
This we understand. 

But our culture does not teach inferiority. We respect our 
elders, seniors and the successful and wealthy among us, ■ 
but we do not see them as “higher” or “better." And we do 
not look down on the less fortunate. We do appreciate 
health and eyes, ears and feet, but are not content and 
happy just because we have eyes, ears and feet What 
about children who do not have parents or do not see well 
or walk well? 

Rather than saying this, should not tbe teacher have told 
the student that one’s clothes and shoes are nice to have 
but that one is not judged solely on tbe quality of one’s 
clothes and shoes? Should not she have told her that what 
ultimately counts is character, substance or’ brains, not 
appearance? 

Many among us (though some do not) teach their chil- 
dren to be competitive, excelling and aggressive, and 
many cultures in today’s world also teach their children 
and students to be aggressive, assertive and desiring of 
success, advancement and prosperity. It is a big mistake to 
teach our children and our students to be submissive, fool- 
ishly complacent and undesiring of achievement, frilfiU- 
ment, competition and pride. 

It is obvious that many of our teachers need to be taught 
aot only how to teach but also what to teach. 
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inaction of the U.N. and the acts of 
genocide that appears to have forged at 
the General Assembly as well as the 
Security Council. The U.N. cannot hide 
behind the abused allegation that It could 
not have foreseen what happened or the 
worn-out protestation that it was power- 
less to act. The entire world knew that 
war crimes and crimes against humanity 
were likely to take place should Srebreni- 
ca fall to the Serbs. The U.N. cannot 
plead innocence in this vein. Neither can 
the international organisation claim that 
it had no effective means at its disposal to 
stop the slaughter. NATO airpower was 
available and could have been used had 
the U.N. called for it in time to check the 
advance of the Serbian invaders against a 
city that was declared safe for civilians. 

As a matter of fact Washington decided 
to assume a greater role in Bosnia and use 
troops wheu it became dear that the 
U.N.’s policy there lacked credibility and 
was becoming totally bankrupt. The re- 
placement of U.N.’s machinery in the 
former Yugoslavia by NATO was a testi- 
mony to the grave omissions of the 
former. Tbe fact remains that besides the 
Serbs, the U.N. must assume and recog- 
nise its own responsibility for what had 
happened. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A COLUMNIST in A1 Ra’i advised the government to 
talk less about plans and policies and act more towards 
fulfilling King Hussein’s dream of a “white revolution” 
to invigorate the country politically, socially and eco- 
nomically. Tareq Maswareh said that what is required is 
action and diligent, serious work to implement the 
directives of tbe King and to satisfy the public, warning 
that people are fed up with promises and mere talk, and 
expect action and serious work. It is no more acceptable 
to only bear talk about rescuing agriculture, reducing 
unemployment or developing education, and what is 
needed is action and results, continued tbe writer. 
Advanced nations like Germany and Japan translated 
tbeir dreams into concrete action and plans into indus- 
try, universities, banks and other aspects of develop- 
ment, and never spoke about playing regional roles, 
continued tbe writer. He said that Jordan should follow 
these nation’s examples of giving priority to domestic 
affairs and internal issues while regional roles and other 
matters can wait. 

AL DUSTOUR daily expressed the view that U.S. Sec- 
retary of State Warren Christopher's current shuttle 
diplomacy in the Middle East will be the last this year 
and will be marked by total failure in trying to reconcile 
the Syrian and the Israeli positions. The Americans and 
the Israelis are already starting to get involved in gen- 
eral elections and their zeal towards pursuing efforts for 
a comprehensive peace is bound to weaken because 
their minds are focused on internal affairs, said the 
paper. For its part, Israel has been talking about bring- 
ing forward the general elections, and such move came 
close on the heels of the failed round of Syrian-Israeli 
negotiations near Washington, argued the daily. The 
Israelis have been saying that the elections will not 
afreet their enthusiasm towards pursuing the negotia- 
tions with Syria, said the paper, but it remains to be seen 
in the coining weeks whether this is true or not. How- 
ever, given the fact that the Israelis and the Syrians are 
separated by irreconcilable ideas about a settlement, 
said the daily, the U.S. secretary will by no means be 
able to finish his mission in a satisfactory manner dur- 
ing the present or near future meetings. 


Palestinian exiles cast their eyes on home 


Francois* Chipaux 
Ammon 


WHETHER THEY live in 
muddy refugee camps or 
posh flats in the Jordanian 
capital,, Amman, Palestin- 
ian exilesi in tbeir teens jutfa 
twenties are obsessed- by* 
one idea: going home. 
Some are the children of 
activists who, like their 
PLO leaders, have spent 
years on an odyssey that 
took them from Lebanon to 
Yemen, the Gulf states and 
Tunisia; others have moul- 
dered in refugee camps in 
Jordan, Syria or Lebanon. 

But they are all to some 
degree critical of the poli- 
cies pursued by their par- 
ents’ generation. And, curi- 
ously, they somehow dread 
the unknown for which they 
so yearn. They all want 
peace, but few of them can 
imagine living alongside 
Israelis, whom they see as 
usurpers and therefore ene- 
mies. 

The very few Jordan- 
based Palestinians who 
have gone on a trip “home" 
usually come back disap- 
pointed. What they find 
does not live up to the rose- 
tinted memories lovingly 
kept alive by their parents 
and grandparents. “Com- 
pared with Israel there’s 
nothing in the territories," 


says Majed. “The streets 
aren't paved, the houses are 
old and ugly and every- 
thing's dirty.” 

They are shocked by the 
difference between tbeir 
qwh cosmoplitan attitudes v 
i largely' 

rural- society.- ■ ‘‘They're 
niore religious than us, 
family traditions are 
stronger and social rules 
stricter," says Khaled. 

“What with the intifada 
and the schools being 
closed, young people are 
badly educated. We don’t 
have much in common," 
says Majed. 

Something else shocked 
Luma: “Our parents always 
told us we’d get our houses 
back, but now I know it’s 
not true — near my village 
there’s a kibbutz with brick 
houses and gardens. You 
don’t go to those lengths if 
you think you’re going to 
get up and leave.” 

Young Palestinians in 
exile have mixed feelings 
about those who took pan 
in the intifada. “Maybe 
they're more Palestinian 
than \ am, and were braver 
and did more to get their 
land," says Khaled. It is not 
a view entirely shared by 
Amin: “They have more 
experience than us, but that 
doesn't entitle them to 
more, because everyone has 


helped to fight for Palestine 
in their own way.” 

Whether young Palestini- 
ans agree with the Oslo 
accords or not, they all say 
they were delighted when 
the Israeli arroymilled oul 
* Jit’s £ (^gjunigg ttiai will 
lead to tbe reconquest of the 
whole of Palestine,” says 
Majed. He says be found it 
difficult to thank the Israeli 
family now living in “his” 
house (in fact his grandpar- 
ents’) for allowing him to 
visit iL 

Most young Palestinians 
feel that peace will come 
only if all exiles are 
allowed to return and live 
normally in “their" country. 

Khaled, who supports 
Yasser Arafat (“There’s no 
one else who can run the 
country”), says: “In 20, 30 
or 40 years’ time there 
won’t be an Israel any 
more. If the Israelis want to 
livq in peace, they’ll have 
to open up their borders and 
let people back it Then the 
two states will have to be 
united, as you can't have 
two governments in the 
same land. The Israelis will 
have to live with us, like the 
whites in South Africa. We 
suffered the same injustices 
as the blacks, but we’ll 
eventually get our land 
back because we own it" 

Many of the Palestinians 


whose parents have been 
refugees since 1948 see a 
“return" solely in terms of 
going back to villages 
which are now in Israeli 
hands. This feeling is par- 
ticularly ^strong w among 
^ the’ refugee 

-camps. - 

- Hussein, who like this 
father was born in Jordan, 
refuses to regard himself as 
a Jordanian. He knows his 
grandfather’s house by 
heart — the three steps up 
to tbe front door, the little 
corridor leading to tbe sit- 
ting room, the fountain out- 
side and the' olive trees in 
the garden. No one has yet 
dared tell him that his vil- 
lage near Lod no looger 
exists. ’ 

The sense of belonging to 
a given village is particular- 
ly strong in the camps 
• because up to now their 
inmates have been grouped 
together according to their 
place of origin. But Khaled 
is not interested in returning 
ro his village: “After my 
studies I’ll go back to 
Palestine to rebuild the 
country, but probably to 
Ramallah or Jersalera — 
they're cities and it’ll be 
easier to adjust” 

Although all young Pales- 
tinians felt frustrated at not 
being able to vote is the 
elections, they see them as 


a first step towards the con- 
struction of the Palestinian 
state that will offer them a 
recognised and protected 
identity. 

“The elections will give 
us a state, a govqpm^nt. 
| and . a,’ president, and jtbe 
message to' all ^Palestinians 
abroad will be: come 
home,” says Ahmad. “At 
the moment we’re talking 
about the Palestine of 1967, 
but later it’ll be the turn of 
tbe Palestine of 1948.” 

And what about tbe 
Israelis? “They’ll go back 
to Europe, America, or 
wherever they came from.” 

“During the elections we 
only heard home-grown 
Palestinians talking,” says 
Firas. “The main thing is 
that a government should 
emerge which will answer 
tbe needs of people who 
like us, who live abroad and 
who nobody listens to ” 

“I’d have voted for the 
people who have suffered 
for our country, but they 
decided not to stand," says 
Amin, who has only one 
hero: Sheikh Yassin, the 
head of the Islamic Hmas 
movement jailed in Israel. 

And what about Arafat? 
“No true hero can agree to 
make peace with the 
enemy," he says. “We fight 
the Zionists and he makes 
peace with them.” 


Like all Palestinians, 
these young people hope 
that their times of unhappi- 
ness will soon be over. 
Brought up to remember 
their Jost country, they first 
&vant conger' it- back7 and 
only .frerf frikyfre think 
about peace and possibly 
living alongside the ( 
Israelis. 

“Peace is good," says 
Khaled, “but the agreement 
signed is not as good as all 
that. The Palestinians don’t 
have the same rights as tbe 
Israelis. We’re for peace but 
not for normalisation, 
because tbe Israelis don’t 
deserve it They’re doing 
nothing to encourage nor- 
mal relations.. 

“There are still people in 
prison. Some of our fighters 
can’t return home because 
the Israelis say they have 
blood on their hands. Bat 
then so do the Israelis. The 
rules of the game should be 
the same for everyone.” 

And Amin asks: “Why are 
Israeli tourists . allowed to 
come to Jordan as they 
please whereas we're not 
allowed to visit our own 
country?" 
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Dole - wobbly Republican presidential frontrunner Vn 



By Alan Eisner 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON — Senate 
Majority Leader Bob Dole 
is making his third run for 
president as the elder states- 
man of the Republican 
Party and tbe acknowl- 
edged, if suddenly wobbly, 
front-runner for its nomina- 
tion. 

Mr. Dole declared his 
candidacy last April, 50 
years to the week after he 
suffered horrible wounds in 
World War II that left him 
with a crippled right arm 
and hand. 

For most of 1995, the 
Kansas senator led all 
Republicans by huge poll 
margins and piled up a big 
cash advantage, while most 
of the party establishment 
lined up behind him. But as 
1996 began, the race tight- 
ened and Mr. Dole faced an 
unexpected challenge from 
millionaire publisher Steve 
Forbes, who financed his 
campaign out of his own 
deep pockets. 

Mr. Dole seemed to lose 
ground after be chose to 
make the Republican 
response to President Bill 


Bob Dole 

Clinton's State of the Union 
speech in January. Mr. 
Dole’s talk was widely crit- 
icised for its content and 
style of delivery and some 
of his supporters seemed to 
lose confidence that he 
could beat Mr. Clinton. 

If elected. Mr, Dole 
would be 73 by inaugura- 
tion day and thj oldest U.S. 


president ever to take 
office. Ronald Reagan, the 
current record-holder, was 
just shy of 70 in 1981. 

Mr. Dole underwent 
surgery for prostate cancer 
in December 1991 but says 
he is now fit and healthy. 
He released his medical 
records on his 72nd birth- 
day last July and boasted 


that his cholesterol level 
was lower than Mr. Clin- 
ton’s. 

“If I felt as old as 1 am, I 
.probably wouldn’t be 
here," Mr. Dole said in a 
1995 interview. “But I'm in 
good shape. I take care of 
myself. I exercise. I keep up 
a hectic schedule." 

He says he outdoes his 
rivals in experience and 
maturity. 

“Tt’s going to be, first of 
all, providing leadership in 
the office by someone 
who's been tested many, 
many ways, many, many 
times," Mr. Dole said: - 

But Mr. Dole, known as a 
consummate legislator and 
pragmatic dealmaker. also 
tried to fit his message to the 
conservative wing of his party 
by cultivating a harder ideo- 
logical edge. He bid to win 
over Christian conservatives 
by going to Hollywood in 
early 1995 and delivering a 
speech condemning the enter- 
tainment industry for produc- 
ing “nightmares of depravity 
drenched in violence and sex." 

His pragmatic side 
reemerged during the budget 
impasse between Mr. Clinton 


and tbe Republican-led Con- 
gress at the end of the year 
when he sensed that a protract- 
ed partial government shut- 
down was hurting the Republi- 
cans and moved to end it. 

Mr. Dole's very strengths 
as a legislator and reader of 
the public mood were also 
his greatest weaknesses as 
rivals sought to portray him 
as too quick to compro- 
mise. In one controversial 
comment he told conserva- 
tives: “I'm willing to be 
another Ronald Reagan if 
that’s what you want." 

This is the fourth time he has 
campaigned for a White House 
office including a vice presi- 
dential ran on the losing ticket 
of Ihen-President Gerald Ford 
in 1976. He sought the presi- 
dential nomination in his own 
right in 1980 and 1988. 

One of his biggest perceived 
negatives is a so-called mean 
streak, which was evident in 
the 1976 and 1988 campaigns 
but was kept well under wraps 
during 1995. He says he is just 
tough "and that the press exag- 
gerated his supposed mean- 
ness. 

Robert Joseph Dole was 
bom on July 22. 1923. one of 


four children of a grain eleva- Robert fy 0o 
tor manager in Russell. Reuter 

Kansas. He abandoned roed- toy 
ical studies to join the army — 5 

during the war. Margaj 

As a second lieutenant he kd Brit* 

an assault on a hilltop German ^ prime 
machinegun nest in Italy’s P0 ’ ^ Ie 'hain y e . 
Valley. A shell destroyed his ^uj^tside 0 j 
right shoulder and paralysed ljf e 

his arm. broke vertebrae, rid- > Dm,- ^ one 
died his body with shrapnel ^ J^ent j n 
and robbed him of a lddney. < 4 ^ Only 

Twice decorated for hero- . ^binet r 
ism. he spent 39 months jn the \ ^ J ohn ,\j a - 
hospital before returning uj % of 

civilian life. He then got a law V s J-pblej 
degree and went into politics. ^ J frj| Q 

winning election to the House ' clever 
of Representatives in i 960 and tfr d 
the Senate in 1968. { / e ' v w 0T ^ 

Once divorced, in 1975 he ^ e chamfc> 
married Elizabeth Hanford. '% JJW ofte n 
then a federal trade commit \ fioh 
sioner and later both nans- ^ noT^^es. 
portation and labour secretary $ f fJr * Very a 
and president of the American ?bien t 0 
Red Cross. She took a leave of fall chan« s 
absence from the Red Cross 10 Ue| hocrar 
campaign on his behalf, saying 
she would return to her job vjhe hot . 
even if he were elected p«fl* ? air * c 
dent and become the 1 first firsu.“ ^ 

lady to hold her own job dor- . ^ 
ing her husband’s term. 3 ^ng ^ 
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Lest we forget . . easy come, easy go 


\ 


HRH Prince Zeid Ben Shaker, taking adx ur.iage of a well- 
deserted “furlough" w that he is out of office as Prune 
Minister, is on a ihart vocation to Europe and expected 
bach on Sunday. On the home from, work has resumed full- 
swing in the r.ew Cabinet of Prime Minister Abdul Korun 
Kabariti. Bui one fact about the recent change tr. the gt/v- 
'tmment that may have escaped notice is that all ter. first- 
time ministers appointed in January 1995 to then Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid's cabinet were not asked to he pan of 
Mr. Kabariti ’s government. The\ are former Minister of 
Stare for Parliamentary Affairs Abdul Majid Azzam. former 
Minister of Labour Nader Abu Sha ‘dr, former Minister of 
State Mohammad Abu Ole or., former Minister of Stale Taha 
Habahbeh. former Minister of Culture Samir Habashnek. 
former Minister of Municipal and Rural Affairs and the 
Environment Nader Tkuheirat. former Minister of 
Administrative Development Moheiddin Toq. farmer 
Minister of Energy Samih. Darwazeh. Former Minister of 
Tourism Abdal llah Kkaub. and farmer Minister ofSucuil 
Development Sal wo Darner.- Masn. Unlike their colleagues 
and other resigned ministers Abdul Raouf Rawubdch. Raieh 
Sound, Mans our Ben Tanf and Jamal Kreiskek. who cun 
return to the full-time work at Parliament representing their 
constituents, Messrs Tut/. Darwazek, and Khat.b. and Ms. 
Darner. -Mas n will be looking a: career options as Hill for- 
mer ministers K haled Karate, Basel Jardaneh. 5aiair.fi; 
Hanunad, Abdul Razzilk Ensnur. and Adel (Judah. \ti* 
caught up w bit must of these ministers and asked them {or 
their spouses I what they plan on do mu. 


Khaled Karate, former Deputy Prime Mini iter and Minister 
of Information, and before that. Chief of the Royal Court, is. 
according to his wife . planning on staying home. Dr. 
Karate, whose academic expertise is Arabic literature, may 
yet consider a return to campus 


Former minister of Finance Basel Jardaneh, sounding non- 
chalant said spiritedly. *7 ha\e nothing exciting to n-pon 
and Fm not coming up with any novel idea. I tune a bank 
to go back to, you know. ** He was speaking of course of the 
Jordan Investment and Finance Bank established in 19ti2 
and where he was chairman of the board. It was a year of 
movement for Mr. Jardaneh. beginning 1995 us chairman 
of the board of Royal Jordanian then being nominated as 
minister of finance, a post he had held under the earlier 
Sharif Zeid government. “1 hope to play a more construc- 
tive roie in the peace era . " said Mr. Jardaneh. 


In a hunuimus tone former Minister of Interior Salumeh 
HamnUid said it was still too early to talk about what he 
may plan to do. Most of Mr. Hammads carver was spent 
•» orbing up the ranks at the ministry where he had finally 
c apiured the minister's seat. Now that he is home, he said 
he will think about his future after the F.iJ 


Hading from Stdr, where he had served as mayor until his 
apptnnimeni as Minister of Public Works and Hu using, 
Abdul Razzok F.nsour said that as a general practitioner he 
Would not be returning to the medical profession and would 
instead look for a job where he would feel comfortable and 
settled. He said he is not at all interested in private busi- 
ness. and h ill mtist certainly not run in the parliamentary 
by-elections for the seat vacated since the death of Bahja 
Duma Deputy Ibrahim Shtdeh. 


Adel (Judah plans on taking some lime off for what he says 
is some much needed rest. Since he headed the country i 
Audit Bureau, then was appointed Minister of Supply, he 
has nc\er really had a proper vacation. He may head for 
the U.S.. where his son i.\ \t inlying, and perhaps watch 
spring come in like a lamb after this years Jenmous win- 
ter. But whe reeve r his respite takes Ihm, Mr (Judah says 
he plans to return home and look into some private sector 
protects he has his eyes on. 


Former Minister of Administrative Development Moheiddin 
Toq was rather definite about ht.s plans. He said he was 
awaiting ward from the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific <ind Cultural Organisation ( UNESCO ) as to what 
suitable post he may take up there as that is where he was 
employed and seconded to work for the United Nations 
Relief and W irks Agency f UNRWA) until he was apjtointeil 
minister. He actually had taken a leave without pay from 
the agency to serve in the Cabinet. As soon as he hears 
from UNESCO. Mr. Toq said, he will take a short vacation 
and return to start sunk again. 


Samih Darwazeh is still in Algeria on official business a.s 
Minister of Energy. He had left Jordan for a scheduled 
meeting in Algiers jusr as the government was being 
changed. He returns to Amman Sunday and is e xpected to 
pick up where he left off at A! Hitena, the large pharmaceu- 
tical manufacturing industry he established in 197H. Before 
his appointment last year as minister. Mr. Darwazeh was Al 


Hikma chair- 
man of the 
board and thief 
executive offi- 
cer 


Abdel llah 
Khaiib suvs he 
plans on going 
back to the pri- 
vate sector and 
“ the sooner the 
better “ Of his 
short tenure as 
Minister of 
Tourism, w hen 
Jordan b niter 
the / million 
mark in tourists 
coming to the 
Kingdom. .Mr. 
Kluitib said it 
was a vreat 
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opportunity and expert ern e. and while hr «, ji there he 
it his all. Mr. Khatib say \ he will take a sruir: unit to ur.v. ,r.a 
and take at loitk at tin pm ate sector op:;or.\, then get r :■/:.* 
back ti> wiirk. 


Salwa Dutr.en-Ma.iri, former Minister of Social 
Development, like many of her colleagues said she licnr.v to 
take a break before contemplating what she will do next. 
With a bachelors degree in nursing and a masters in demo- 
graphic studies. Ms. Dumen-Masri has many years of expe- 
rience in community development. Before becoming minis- 
ter she worked at the NoorA! Hussein Foundation for nine 
yean or. projects in coordination with the United Natums. 
Ms. Masri said she is now involved ir. some projects which 
may lead her way as to what she doe-, next. Meanwhile. of 
her husband's uppidniment as Minister of Education, she 
said “Munzer deserves it. Education has beer, his field, his 
talent and his blood, and he has much to contribute " 


Not to be missed also are administrative changes at the 
Prime Ministry. In the press office. Omar Abanda. w ho was 
appointed there only last summer, has returned to the 
Jordan News Agency. Petra. And columnist fareq 


Ma'ar.-.-h, Ln^ir. for ins or. -again uff-agair. swipes al the 
.. \ crimen:. :* no >r.gcr a prime ministry advtior but. us 
"dr .;s ,jr. tell. w:!l continue to u rue *orAl Rj'i An&ic 


And speaking of young blood: Bussam Sake: took 
K.'.er the thainnanship of she Jordan Export Association 
succeeding Ziad Fariz who was appointed Governor of the 
Centra! Bank of Jordan. Dr. Saket, an economist wilt: a 
: art er spanning appointments such as economic advisor to 
HRH Crown Prince Hussar., Minister of Agriculture ar.d 
Minister of Industry ar.d Trade, will continue also as hoard 
chairman if Jordan Cement Factories Company. 

Focus on another revolution: Let us not forge: the 
diplomatic scene, where Iranian Ambassador to Jordan 
Ahmad Da.amalsiai: Sunday lusted a reception to mark the 
Islamic republics national day. Among the guests 'were 
Minister of Av.qaf and Islamic Affairs Abdul Sal am Abbadi. 
columnist Fahed Fanek. many Islamist deputies, business- 
men. and members of the diplomatic corps. 


Jennifer Hamameh 


Finnish blondes have more fun in cyberspace, too 
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By Sara Henley 
Reuter 

HELSINKI — Whai do you 
call it when a blonde dyes 
her hair brunette? Artificial 
intelligence. 

One of the most printable 
“blonde” jokes picked up by 
Finnish artist Marita Li alia 
on the internet, this one fea- 
tures in an interactive CD- 
ROM she made, for blondes 
and other women. 

**A multimedia dive into 
femininity”, Liulia’s com- 
puter brew of images, 
sound, text and video mixes 
lewd jokes and innuendo 
with the sharp feminist wit 
of a tough Nordic woman. 

Few computer nerds 
would be drawn by the pro- 
gramme's title: “Ambitious 
Bitcb”. Liulia’s ambition is 
to secure a place for women 
in anorak-infested cyber- 
space. 

“All the existing multime- 
dia programmes have been 
designed for young males.” 


Liulia said- “There’s noth- 
ing for women.” 

Whether or not you know 
interactive multimedia, the 
simplest way to describe 
Ambitious Bitch is as a sort 
of computer game with alti- 
tude. 

Among the programme's 
1 1 randomly generated 

menus are Female 
Perversions. Erotic Tales 
and The Ambitious Witch. It 
comes in lechno-toned 
pink-green packaging with 
digital sound and took a 16- 
strong team two years to 
create. 

“Everything in it is de- 
signed for the woman who 
does not play on her com- 
puter on her holidays.” said 
Liulia. a tiny, 38-year-oW 
brunette. 

Ambitious Bitch holds 
none of the mediaeval dun- 
geons. buzzing enemy alien 
spaceships or bleeping hid- 
den treasures common to 
classic “male” computer 
games. Though flirtatious, it 


has no sense of “soft-pom” 
eroticism. 

Liulia is predictably 
unimpressed by bestselling 
multimedia games. “It’s 
nothing compared to my 
"bitcb’.” she said of a recent 
U.S.-made hit. Freak Show. 

Her “treasures” — like a 
pink rose that pops up with 
a taunting, breathy sigh at 
the lop comer of a frame 
showing a tousled blonde 
head — can simply disap- 
pear when you try to catch 
them with the computer 
mouse. 

“This is a tricky bitch, you 
know.” said Liulia as she 
demonstrated one menu, 
which remains invisible 
unless you chance to move 
the mouse in a particular 
direction. 

A key “female” trick in 
Liulia’s programme is its 
defiance of usual computer 
game rules. To seasoned 
game players it may seem to 
offer little more than a bag 
of tedious feminist epi- 


grams: “When God created 
man, she was just practis- 
ing”. 

You can play the pro- 
gramme for hours without 
finding any rude blonde 
jokes: It takes slightly more 
intuitive handling than the 
disciplined poim-and-click 
to persuade Ambitious 
Bitch to yield its more 
dynamic elements. 

“This is an exercise in 
using the mouse.” Liulia 
commented al one of the 
menus, sliding the mouse to 
bring a static Paris Metro 
map into motion and acti- 
vate a jarring soundtrack. 

As site agitated the mouse, 
images flashed from zoom 
to distant perspectives at 
different angles, with sound 
distorting and speeding up. 
“here you can get your own 
MTV (Music Television!” 
said Liulia. “But you have 
to move.” 

The programme uses 
English and French but is 
deeply Finnish: Assertive, 


deceptively simple and 
technologically advanced. 

About 61 per cent of 
Finnish women work full- 
time and they were the first 
in Europe to win the parlia- 
mentary vote, in 1006. Yet 
few have reached top posi- 
tions and Finns still repeat a 
popular saying: You find a 
woman “behind every little 
thing”. 

Liulia’s comment on this 
proverb is to superimpose it 
over an image of herself 
standing in from of a sex 
shop. 

“I can tell a story in text 
and then there are images 
wfiich tell a completely dif- 
ferent story,” she said. 

Despite the Finns’ reputa- 
tion as an uncommunicative 
people. Ibis remote Nordic 
country now has Europe's 
highest incidence of 
Internet users: About 43 per 
thousand of the population. 

Internet surfers can find 
pans of the “Bitch”, as 
Liulia calls the project, on 


World Wide Web Home 
page HTTPV/WWW.Edita- 
/Ft/Bitch. She aims to 
update this site regularly for 
three years, by the end of 
which she expects to be 
using full-screen video. 

The complexity of 
Ambitious Bitcb is perhaps 
best described by a menu 
listing female qualities. 
Every time you click on one 
quality, more pile up on the 
screen until, like the Danish 
philosopher Soren Kierke- 
gaard, you lose patience. 

‘To be a woman is some- 
thing so strange, so confus- 
ing and complex that only a 
woman can manage to do 
it,” he is quoted as saying 
elsewhere in the pro- 
gramme. 

As if you couldn’t guess, 
Liulia’ s next major project 
will be for and about men. 
Its title? Son Of The Bitch, 
naturally. 


BOOK REVIEW 


Women still outside ‘men’s club’ of British politics 


By Robert Woodward 
Reuter 

LONDON — Seventeen 
years after Margaret That- 
cher became Britain's first 
female prime minister, 
women remain very much 
on the outside of British 
parliamentary life. 

Fewer than one member 
of parliament in 10 is 
female and only two women 
sit in Itae cabinet of Prime 
Minister John Major. 

The House of Commons 
still resembles a boozy 
men’s dub, full of hearty 
laughing, clever poiMs- 
scoring and childish behav- 
iour, The few women dotted 
around the chamber look 
resigned and often appalled 
as the “boys” fight it out 
among themselves. 

“It’s not a very attractive 
place for women to want to 
get to until it changes.” says 
Liberal Democrat Diane 
Maddock. 

“Women do not want to 
play the game of one- 
upmanship and so much ot 
what goes on in parliament 
is men playing a game. 


They fed good after it but 
what good does it du for 
people outside?” 

Ail three of the main par- 
ties agree parliament's repu- 
tation among voters is at an 
all-time low and having 
more women MPs is desir- 
able. But their best efforts 
are bearing little fruit as the 
country nears an election to 
be held within 16 months 

Mr. Major’s ruling 
Conservatives have appoint- 
ed just 1 7 women to stand 
as prospective candidates at 
the election alongside 17 
strung MPs. despite assign- 
ing Deputy Party Chairman 
Dame Angela Rumbold to 
energise the female masses. 

Mr. Major was reported to 
believe that too many sec- 
ond-rate men were being 
preferred to firsi-raie wo- 
men. . 

“We believe it is very 
important indeed that v.e 
increase our female repre- 
sentaiion,” Dame Angela 
says. “We want to encour- 
age more women who are 
interested in politics to 
come forward and go out 
there and compete ” 


She admits this concept is 
often opposed by grass- 
roots supporters. Would-be 
women candidates complain 
the party is still wedded to 
the idea that a woman is 
more useful as a wife than 
as an MP. Her place is mak- 
ing coffee not legislation. 

The so-called “blue-rinse 
Net” of middle-aged, mid- 
dle-class women who are 
the bedrock of conservatism 
believe women should sup- 
port their man not supplant 
him, critics say. 

Labour, which leads (he 
Conservatives by 30 points 
in opinion polls, eschewed 
persuasion for a diktat 
whereby constituencies with 
good election prospects 
were forced to choose their 
election candidates from all- 
women lists. 

litis policy was a major 
part of Labour’s attempts 10 
woo female voters, who 
tend to vole Conservative. 
Surveys show ljtbour 
would have won the 1992 
election by a clear margin if 
women had mirrored the 
voting pattern of male vot- 
ers. 


The all-women policy, 
agreed al the 1993 and 1994 
Labour Party annual confer- 
ences, was designed to have 
90 women Labour MPs in 
the next parliament. Only 
38 of 270 Labour MPs and 
19 of 324 Conservatives in 
the 651 -scat House of 
Commons are women. 

It offered an easy target 
for Labour's opponents who 
called it positive discrimina- 
tion fuelled by misguided 
political correctness. Dame 
Angela believes the policy 
patronises women. 

By mid- 1 995 Labour 
leader Tony Blair was pub- 
licly questioning its viabili- 
ty and in Jammry a legal 
challenge by two male 
would-be labour candidates 
killed it off. 

An industrial tribunal in 
Leeds, northern England, 
ruled that the policy was 
contrary io the 1975 Sex 
Discrimination Act. Labour 
immediately scrapped it but 
34 women candidates 
already chosen will not be 
affected. 

Labour women MPs were 
dismayed bv the tribunal's 


decision as, with an over- 
whelming Labour victory- 
on the cards, they believe a 
great opportunity may have 
been lost to change the 
atmosphere in the House of 
Commons once and for all. 

The first woman to take 
her seat in the lower house 
wus Nancy, Viscountess 
Astor, in 1919 but women 
MPs rarely grabbed the 
political headlines until 
Margaret Thatcher became 
Conservative leader in 
1975. She was prime minis- 
ter from 1979 until 1990. 

Far from improving their 
lot. many women believe 
the iron lady did little for 
the female sex. She liked 
nothing better than mixing it 
with the boys, often descen- 
ding to the shouting, finger- 
waving behaviour of male 
MPs. 

Certainly, behaviour in the 
lower house maintained its 
steady decline during the 
Thatcher years. 

“It's a point-scoring deba- 
ting chamber as opposed to 
a problem-solving debating 
chamber," says Oscar-win- 
ning ex-actress Glenda 


Jackson, w ho represents a 
wealthy north London con- 
stituency and is often the 
focus of snide attacks from 
the Conservative benches. 

The Commons' speaker is 
a woman, Betty Boothroyd. 
but females MPs have had 
to become inured to se».isi 
treatment from fellow mem- 
bers and the press, which 
concentrates on their looks 
and clothes rather than their 
debating prowess. 

When Conservative MP 
Emma Nicholson defected 
to the Liberal Democrats at 
the end of 1995 she came :n 
for particularly rough treat- 
ment. 

A series of male politi- 
cians and commentators 
attacked her a> "silly" and 
"frustrated” and one even 
accused her of “prostituting 
her views" around parlia- 
ment. 

As Ms. Maddock puts it: 
“It would be a very different 
place with more women. We 
would have less confronta- 
tion, we would have more 
consensus and ! think we 
would get more done.” 


i Islam in context 

j Muslim Eurasia: conflicting legacies 

1 edited by Yaacov Ro 7 
! Frank Cass. London 1995, £37.50 


POST-SOVIET Central Asia is in transition, even if the 
impact of independence has been marginal in some areas 
of life so far. Some of the complexities and ambiguities 
in the processes going on, especially the formulation of 
essentially new identities for these new states, are scruti- 
nised in this book from the Cummings Centre for 
Russian Studies at Tel Aviv University, written by 15 dis- 
tinguished specialists. 

The place of religion is -well-treated in chapters by edi- 
tor Yaacov Ro’i and Martha Brill Olcou. Ro’i analyses 
the secularisation of Islam under Soviet rale, which be 
maintains was largely successful, even if in rural com- 
munities religious customs and practises remained 
strong. For the urban intelligentsia of Muslim regions of 
the USSR. Sunni Islam has remained basically a secular 
religion, but according to Ro’i, “for the increasingly 
large strata of dissatisfied, disenchanted, unemployed 
and socially dislocated youth", the Soviet drive to crease 
an atheist society actually served to encourage the attrac- 
tion of religion. 

Nancy Lubin writs on Islam and ethnic identity in 
Central Asia, analysing the results of a 1993 survey car- 
ried out in Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan. Acknowledging 
the rise in interest in Islam throughout Central Asia, 
t Lubin nevertheless discounts the likelihood of an Islamic 
; fundamentalist backlash. Islam, suggests Lubin, “tends 
j to be viewed much more in traditional and cultural terms 
! than in religious ones”, while few people appear to wish 
[ to live in an Islamic state. 

j The Soviet legacy to the economies of Central Asia is 
j the subject of an incisive chapter by Alastair McAulley. 

■ He points to the experience of Uzbekistan as a model 

• repeated in varying degrees throughout Central Asia. His 
: basic thesis is that the economies of Central Asia were 
i quiie unprepared for independence. Their political insti- 
s muons are incomplete, economic structures distorted, 

and both social arid economic expectations beyond the 
j capacity to satisfy them. 

Valery Tishkov writes on the important topic of ethnic 
. Russians in diaspora communities in Kazakhstan and 

■ Central Asia. The steady growth of Russian population in 
Centra! Asia in this century had stopped already in (he 
W7Hs. This was from a combination of the higher birth 

, rate of the Muslim “titular” nationalities and steady emi- 

* gration of Russians, a trend which independence has 
! c*il\ increased. 

; Among topics examined by other specialists are the 
! implementation of Uzbekistan’s language law (William 
J Herman), and diversity and conflict in the Northern 

■ Caucasus (Moshc Gammer). The concept of “tradilion- 
: a! sm" in Central Asian societies has been much dis- 
j caste J hy Russian and Soviet specialists in the last two 
; decades. Here Demian Vuisman focuses on regionalism 
I and clan lovalty in Uzbekistan, arguing that political life 
- in l’zhek:>un cannot be understood without taking into 
| account forces of regionalism and clan loyalty. ■ 

j It is hard io do justice to Muslim Eurasia in a short 
| review. With its 15 chapters of 330 pages, it illuminates i 
j a ranee of social and political issues, mainly but not 
I exclusively !u Jo with the Central Asian republics — 
i Middle East International. 

Anthony Hyman 
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Sorcerer ’s Apprentice Half a dinar for a trolley, please!] ft 

mT JL «v Samor nhnlph Haraeen The excitement of travel comes not from being on your I 


By Jean-Claude Elias 

In spite of the widespread usage of personal computers in 
recent years and the increased awareness on the subject, 
most people still confuse operating a PC with real knowl- 
edge of computer science: 

'Hie first but the least important consequence of this 
state of affairs is hurting the ego of computer profession- 
als. Those with an academic background on the topic and 
who make a living out of their skills often feel frustrated 
being compared with a common mortal who, upon pur- 
chasing a PC and learning his or her way around Windows 
and a couple of programmes, thinks he can make up for 
years of university studies. It's even more frustrating find- 
ing out that amateurs, thanks to their hands-on experience, 
actually do know more than seasoned pros about certain 
operating details. 

This is particularly true when it comes to sophisticated 
CD-ROM games or new programmes releases. This kind 
of expertise however doesn't qualify anybody for a PhD. 
in informatics. 

The second consequences of the above referred confu- 
sion can be more dramatic. It consists of making “ama- 
teur” users believe they can become instant specialists just 
by buying specialised computer programmes. 

Among the thousands of programmes available for 
small computers there is a relatively small number of spe- 
cial applications meant to be used by people who should 
first have a sound knowledge of the subject, if they intend 
to have some real productivity in output. Software for 
graphic design, engineering, professional music produc- 
tion and other topics is easily obtainable by any PC owner. 
Except for experimenting and "playing'’ with such pro- 


chip talk 



grammes, amateurs will do nothing good with them. 

It seems obvious .that a physician, for example, should- 
n’t expect to do miracles with software designed for archi- 
tects. Or that an engineer won’t do much music recording 
and editing programmes. Unless of course, one has multi- 
ple talents and qualifications. The temptation however, to 
play the Sorcerer's Apprentice (by Paul Dukas, French 
composer of the be ginnin g of the century) is strong. 

How can anyone resist the fascination of being a pilot, 
an engineer, an artist, a writer, just by using a PC and an 
inexpensive piece of software? Even if deep in one’s 
mind, one knows that it’s not for real. That’s just an exper- 
iment and that nobody is fooling anybody. 

Precisely. As long as one realises that playing someone 
else's role is just for fun, no damage can occur. 

Disaster, however, should be expected when the 
Sorcerer’s Apprentice takes things seriously. If the dam- 
age is rarely as bad as in the Goethe-inspired Dukas' story, 
PC users who venture in unknown lands risk wasting pre- 
cious time and ending in sad frustration. 


JTV CHANNEL TWO WEEKLY PREVIEW 


Thursday, Feb. 8, 1996 

Fireman Sam 

Disney’s Aladdin 

The Legends Of Treasure Islands 

My Secret Identity 

NBA 

5:30 

6:00 

7:00 

7:15 

Montagne 

Serie 

Les Compagnons De L’A 
Magazine 
Envoye Spencial 
Le Journal 
Magazine 

The New Leave It To Beaver 
Adventures Of The Old West 

730 

Sports Et Musique 
News Headlines 

Gillette World Sport Special 

7:35 

Keeping Up Appearances 

Documentary 

8:00 

Oriental Rugs 

A La Poursuite D’UneLigne 

8:35 

Hawaii Five-0 

Varieties 

9:25 

Women Of The World 

Le Monde Est A Vous 

10:00 

News In English 

Le Journal 

10:25 

Coumerstrike 

Magazine 

11:15 

The American Chan Show 

Archimede 

12:00 

Stay Lucky 

News Headlines 
Carol And Company 
Magazine 01 
The Album Show 


Monday, Feb. 12, 


Pride And Prejudice 
News In English 

A Journey Across The Land Of Islam 
Mali/pt. ii of iii 
Feature — “Sharpe’s Eagle” 
j ; Starring: Sean Bean & Brian Cox 

Matlock 

Friday, Feb. 9, 1996 

The Pebbles & The Baram Bamm Show 
Iris — The Happy Professor 
Bush School 
See How They Grow 
. LiftOff 
Futures (Doc.) 

Movies, Games And Videos 
Goldrush In Alaska 
Wonder Why 
Give Us a Clue 
Magazine 
E=M6 
Film 

Le Fils De Casconge 
Le Journal 
Magazine 
Alio La Ferre 
News Headlines 
Short Story Cinema 
Sea Quest 

America’s Funniest People 
Widows 
News In English 

A Journey Across The Land Of Islam 
“Mali/pt iii of iii” 

Second Chances 
Gasic Movie — “Boom” 

Starring: Elizabeth Tylor & Richard Burton 

Saturday, Feb. 10, 1996 

Moo mins 
Wish Kid 

Harry And The Hendersons 
Blue Heelers 
Okavango 
Documentary 
Carre Vert 

Serie — Les Compagnons De L'Aventure 
Serie — Chateau Vallon 
Le Journal 
Magazine 
Paul Pas Rever 
News Headlines 
Major Dad 
Stamp Of Greatness 
Hawaii Five-0 

A Fine Romance (Drama Ep 2) 

News In English 

A Journey Across The Land of Islam 
Feature film — “In A Stranger's Hand” 
Starring: Robert Urich & Megan Gallagher 
Mancuso FBI (Police Drama) 

Sunday, Feb. 11 1996 

The Flimstones 
Disney's Aladdin 
Family Playhouse 
Pugwall’s Summer 
Islamic History In Jordan 
Okavango 

Children’s Programme 
Ordy 

Documentary 


Bonkers 
Richie Rich 
PJayabout 
Bustin’ Loose 

Animals Of The Mediterranean 


4:00. '-j'. 

Okavango. 

5:00 

Magazine 

Nimbus 

5:20 

Serie 

Les Compagnons E 

5^0 

Magazine 
C’Est Pas Sorcier 

6:20 

Family Programme 
L’Ecole Des Fans 

7:00 

Le Journal 

7:15 

Magazine 
Cinq Sur Cinq 

7:30 

News Headlines 

7:35 

McHale’s Navy 

8:00 

Invention 

8:25 

Hawaii Five-O 

9:10 

Russia — The Missinj 

10:00 

News In English 

10:25 

A Journey Across The 

10:40 

Perfect Scoundrels 

11:10 

Taurus Rising 

12:00 

Ellen 


Tuesday, Feb. 13, 1996 

Captain Planet 

•Jonny Quest 

Iris-The Happy Professor 

Spirit Of Adventure 

Scientific Eye 

Okavango 

Magazine 

Planete En Equation 

Serie — Les Compagnons De L'Aventure 
Medical Magazine 
Savoir Plus Saute 
Le Journal 
Magazine 
Usbuaia 
News Headlines 
You Bet Your Life 
Oriental Rugs 
Hawaii Five-O 
Hany 

) News In English 

5 Three Sovereigns For Sarah 

3 Featurefilm — Lies Of The Twins 

Starring: Isabella Rossellini & Aidan Quinn 

Wednesday, Feb. 14, 1996 

The Flintstones 
Speed Racer 

Billnye The Science Guy 
Islamic Antiquities In Jordan 
Okavango 

Magazine — Planete En Equation 
Serie — Le Cascadeur 
Le Journal 
Magazine 
Sports Ei Musiqul 
News Headlines 
Evening Shade 
Oriental Rugs 
Hawaii Five-0 
Horizon/Too Big, Too Soon 
i News In English 

i Airwolf (Drama) 

I The Silk Road 
I Second Thoughts 


By Sainer GhaJeb Bagaeen 

NO ONE could ever have imagined that a trolley would 
have been the highlight of a visit to the United Kingdom. 
A visit which involves, for the lime being at least, an 
obligatory visit to the airport south of Amman. 

This infamous Trolley Syndrome ? involves paying half 
a dinar — notes please, no coins allowed — to the guy in 
a Ted jacket tucked away in a corner in the luggage 
reclaim area at the airport 

1 have since been cold that this syndrome has been 
around for quite some time now, but 1 guess that I have not 
used the airport during the past twelve months so there is 
no way that 1 would have known about this. In any case, I 
have decided to share this with you because the point that 
has to be made is this: We already pay more than we 
should to get processed through this airport, and at the 
same time, we are being asked to wait for the employees 
there to come to their desks to stamp our documents. 
When can so much ever be enough? 

1 can also bring up the anecdotes involving the sleeping 
carpark attendant and the guy in uniform who objected to 
my opening a security gate in my desperate attempts to set 
the car free, but there is no need to bore you with the 
details because surely you have been there before. 

These are the sort of stories that make us need to escape 
the silliness and carelessness that so sadly epitomises our 
daily lives these days, which is why we all seek a place 
every once and a while where we can take refuge from all 
our worries. We seek out places where we believe we can 
be at ease with ourselves and with the world around us. 
And 1 would have preferred to have called this article 
‘Diary of a wanderer' and tell you all sorts of exciting new 
ideas and places, but this silliness with the trolley just got 
the better of me. I will try anyway, so here goes. 

Normally, we would seek out familiar places. Other 
times, the wanting of an adventure overcomes us and we 
succumb to it The one ultimate difference between the 
two is that there is an element of comfort in wanting to be 
on some familiar territory. Familiar even though distant. 


The excitement of travel comes not from being os yonr 
own, however true this dement is, but from a sense of 
being a tiny part of a larger flow of people. A flow that 
carries you with it to a place that has more cinemas than 
you ran ever imagine. Cinemas that are always filled with 
enthusiastic moviegoers. A place where restaurants and 
fast food joints are always packed. Where shop assistants 
are there to really assist you rather than kid you around. A 
place with parks and lakes that are there for you to enjoy. 
A place where thousands of bookshops are there for yon 
to spend nm* in. a place with music stores where you can 
find absolutely anything you want from classical or jazz 
through to techno or hip-hop and rock. 

A place where libraries have librarians who will always 
welcome you with open arms, where friends are sure to be 
always there for you. and where the memories are guar- 
anteed to forever and ever make you smile. 

It becomes difficult to put a finger on where to start from 
exactly as there is so much richness and variety to talk 
about So much to see, so much to choose ‘from, and, 
maybe even given the few days that you have, too much 
to tty to accomplish. 

In any case, all this remains just a plane ticket away. But 
things are not that easy because such a ticket, as is the case 
of so many things around us, is grossly overpriced and 
beyond the reach of so many Jordanians given the trickle 
of money that enters our pockets at the end of each month. 

You can however get such tickets cheaper if you try to 
buy them in some neighbouring countries. This however 
remains a farfetched option as a great deal of courage and 
risk-taking are bound to be needed for such a mischievous 
undertaking. 

One last thing. Travel introduces the option of an end- 
less list of activities in arts and entertainment:- Him, the- 
atre, exhibitions, comedy, dance, opera, pop, literature, 
events, auctions and fairs. A list which would ensure that 
while you visit some exciting cities, you can never expe- 
rience the sensations of isolation and emptiness that yonr 
borne town is bound to induce. 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 

By: Mohammad A. Shuqair 


LET’S CHAT IN ARABIC 


PROVERBS 


** Whenever the name of a good man is mentioned, 
there he appears. 

Ibnil halal, ind thikro biban. 

** The son of the son is a dear son, but the son of a 
daughter is a son of a stranger. 

Ibnil ibn ibnil habib, ibnil bint ibnil gharib. 

** Keep away from trouble (evil) and be happy (sing for 

it) ‘ 

\ Ib’ed annish’shar wa ghanni hih- 

** When modesty becomes rare, disaster prevails. 

Itha qallal haya, hallal bala. 

** Tie a donkey where its master tells you do. 

Orbot al homar matrah mayquDaq saahbu. 
Meaning: Do not question the sagacity of one who 
knows better. 


* * * * * 


JOKES 


* TO HIS great surprise she burst out crying. 

“Why, whatever is the matter? he asked. 

“Oh.” she replied. “I've had an awful day. 1 broke the 
teapot, the baby has been crying, the cat has eaten the 
chicken, and now you come home drunk!! 


* * * * * 

* A HltSBAND and wife had been having a little argu- 
ment at the breakfast table and he conducted by saying: 
“What would you do if I were one of those husbands who 
get up cross in the morning, bang things about and com- 
plain because the coffee is cold? 

"Well," she replied, “I should make it hot for you.” 


* Sic * $ $ 

* WIFE to husband: “John, dear. Mother has just phoned 
me to say that she’s coming to tea. 

“Oh, by the way, I shouldn’t let her see you wearing the 
tie she gave you for Christmas — not round your waist 
anyway.” 


# * * * * 

BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 


1. If you found an old French book dated “AN IX” (year 
9) when would you conclude it was primed? 

2. What is a cretin, a Cretan and Croton?- 

3. Who were (a) Robert Hooke, 

(b) Theodore Hook. 

(c) Captain Hook? 

4. What is Kit's Coty House? 

5. A Froe is 

(a) a low shoe 

(b) a mass of ice 

(c) a wind which blows in Switzerland 

(d) a tool for splitting wood 

(e) An Egyptian mouse 

tf) a Scandinavian woman? 


COOKING IS ART 


CITRUS CfflCKEN . 
INGREDIENTS: 

4 chicken breasts, boned and skinned 
2 tablespoon olive oil 
2 tablespoon orange juice 
2 tablespoon lemon juice 

2 tablespoon fresh rosemary. : } ; 

Z shallots, finely choppetfV , 

1 talbespoon vinegar ( ’ 

« 

METHOD: PLACE chicken in oven proof dish. 
Combine the remaining ingredients, except for vinegar. 
Pour the mixture over the chicken and place the chicken in 
the fridge to marinate for at least ten minutes. Preheat the 
grill to high before removing the chicken from the man- 
nade. Place the chicken under the grill for IS minutes, 
turning half way through and basting often to make the 
sauce, place the marinade in a pan with the vinegar and 
simmer gently until it is reduced by half. When chicken is 
cooked, pour the sauce over the chicken and serve with 
potatoes and green vegetables. (Serves 4) 


* * * * * 


PUZZLES 


Fill in letters to make a double word-square connected 
by the word 

1 1 w; 


FARM LAND 


Thoughts for this week 

Friendship is unnecessary, tike philosophy, like 
art... it has no survival value, rather it is one of those 

; , P ve vaiue 10 survival — C.S. Lewis, 

British author (1898-1963). 

There is no grief which time does not lessen and 
sorten Cicero . Roman scholar (106 BC-43 BCh 

it is when the holiday is over that we begin to enjoV 
it — A.c. Gardiner. English journalist (1865-1946). 

The world is a comedy to those who think, t 
tragedy to those who feel — Horace Walpole. English 
statesman ( 1678-1757). 

frn,u!!fi ttion iS l bat which Filins when one has ' 
? er - vlh,n £ he learned in school - Albert 
Einstein, German-horn physicist (1879-1955). 

A'l *(!&'"* I* tolerated, for even man must 

%J : h r? n A n h,s ,mn Wi, y ~ Prussia’s King 
Frederick the Great { 1712-1786 k 

t A?™ Ju J L dKur - v aflMr. nnd my advice I 
? 0th,ng vvAw «?wr to do with it — W. 
Somerset Maugham . English writer ( 1871-1965 h 
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In Iran, quiet little films are speaking volumes 




By Geraldine Brooks 
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be approved both in screenplay and in final cut. The cast 
and crew must be approved both in screenplay and in final 
cut. The cast and crew must be vetted for political and reli- 
gious' correctness, and a rating system determines how wide 
and well publicised the film's release will be. 

Even with these restrictions, though, Iranian films remain 
surprisingly severe on the subjects of government failures 
and social malaise. Like the Iranian press, which is allowed 
to be more critical than is typical in other Middle Eastern 
countries, movies too are allowed to express a range of 
opinion. What is not allowed is sex and gratuitous violence. 
Perhaps it is the absence of these two Hollywood standbys 
that makes watching Iranian movies like Ike White Balloon 
m> refreshing to Western audiences. 

Film-makers who have continued to work in Iran since the 
revolution may be zealous former revolutionaries like 
Muhsen Makhmalbuf; His 1989 film. Marriage of the 
Blessed, indicted the swift marginal isarion of Islamic ideal- 
ists in a society still run by a careless rich elite. Or iliey may 
simply be artists who have stayed to fight for the cultural 
soul of their country ruxlier than emigrating in search ol a 
more hospitable creative environment. 

Iranian films, especially those by Abbas Kiarostami like 
Through ‘Ike Olive Trees, have been increasingly admired 
at international film festivals. (Mr. Kiarostami wrote the 
screenplay for 'Ike White Balloon.) In April the Walter 
Reade Theatre in New York will begin u month long retro- 
spective of Mr Kiarostami's films and showcase new 
Iranian movies. 

Iran’*, mullahs haven't exactly revelled in such attention. 
Iran's leader, Ayatollah Alt Kluunenei. has noted that 
Western film juries often give prizes to movies that show 
Iran's poverty and distress. Of course, the same juries give 
prizes mainly to Western films that similarly show died 
society's ills. One example with which the Ayatollah 
Khamenei may be familiar is Dunces With Wolves, the 
1990 Oscar winner for best picture, director, screenplay, 
original score, cinematography, editing and sound record- 
ing It also happens to be one of live few American films that 

were allowed to be distrib- 
uted in Tehran. It was 
approved because Us stark 
portrayal of brutality toward 
American Indians shows the 
Great Satan in a bad light. 

Tltc White Balloon, win- 
ner of the Camera D'Or for 
best first feature film at the 
1995 Cannes Film Festival, 
is striking in its almost 
entirely secular portrayal of 
Iranian daily life. Apart 
from an early scene in which 
a character passes a 
Husseinia-Shi'ilc prayer 
place, from which voices 
rise and fall, blessing the 
Prophet Mohammad, the 
film contains no reference to 
Islam. 

The action takes place on 
the eve of the Persian feast 
of Nowruz. After the revolu- 
tion, the Ayatollah Ruhoilah 
Khomeini, trying to elevate 
the importance of religious 
holidays, discouraged obser- 
vance of this pre-Islamic 
New Year festival. But 
Shi'ite Islam's gloomy com- 
memorations of martyrdom 
couldn't vanquish Nowruz. 

The Jar, an Iranian film, tels a simple story about a cracked water jar at a Despite harassment, Iranians 
school clung to their joyful spring 


Ranch, the character at the centre of The White Balloon! 
replies, I wanted to see what it was that was not good for 
roe to watch.'* 

kfe current Iranian films, Ike White Balloon 
creep* to the very edge of what Iran's censors consider good 
to watch. Just beneath the surface of its deceptively simple 
story lies a catalogue of Iranian social ilk, among them 
poverty, the tension between the pre- and pon-revulution- 
ary generation, racial prejudice and even hints of child 
abase. 

Earlier this month, in protest over a L'nited 5taics govern- 
ment decision to support a S2t) 'million coven plan against 
the Iranian government, Iran tried to withdraw The White 
Balloon as its official entry in the best foreign- language 
film category for die Academy Awards. Bui the Academy of 
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences is ignoring Iran’s 
demand. “The film was delivered here, ii\ eligible and 
we're going to screen it," says Bruce Davis, executive 
director of the academy. 

The attention may end up helping The White Balloon, 
which is up against 4(j other entrants m its category And by 
leaving the film in competition, the ocademv may fuse kepi 
Iran from gagging a .star witne-sa in its own defence Jafar 
Panahi’s gentle movie is itself an eloquent protest against 
outdated United States stereotyping t*f Iranians as a notion 
of wild-eyed Mamie extremist--. 

The people of The White Balloon are neighbourhood 
folks: Shopkecper> and housewives concerned w«h getting 
the next meal on the table and arriving at tlie mdawa' place 
on lime In this, and in The Jar. ;ui Iranian film that played 
m New York last year about attempts to repair a crocked 
water jar at an impoverished desen school, small events 
become the stage on which larger issues are played out 

Social criticism is thus possible in currem Iranian films, 
despite the censorship they must withstand Each film must 



feast, which lakes place on the equinox. These days it is 
observed with as much verve as ever. 

For Nowruz, Iranians clean house, bathe carefully and 
dun new clothes — symbolic rituals in which they slough 
ofi' any lingering ill*, from the old year. The table is deco- 
rated with a mirror, candle and white foods. Light, fire and 
white are ail representative of God in Zoroastrianism, the 
ancient Persian religion. In an echo of the ceremonial foods 
of the Jewish springtime Passover cable. Persians assemble 
seven foods whose names begin with the letter S, like sabzi 
— green herbs symbolising nature's springtime rebirth. 
There must also be u goldfish bowl, with the goldfish rep- 
resenting the mystery and joy of life. 

It is the quest uf Razieh (played by Aida 
Motummadklia&i j fur a plump “dancing" goldfish that pro- 
pels the action of The White Balloon. 

Iranian films often have child protagonists, to avoid the 
minefield of Islamic restrictions on the portrayal cf adult 
inule-ieiruk- relationships Actors portraying a married cou- 
ple, for instance, cannot much each other on screen unless 
they are also married in real life because it is a violation of 
Islam tut unrelated men and women to touch. And actress- 
es, like all Iranian women over the ace of 9, must cover all 
the hair and curves of the body, even in scenes depicting 
private moments m the home where, in real hfe. every 
woman sheds her Islamic coverings. In addition, there can- 
not be any extended close-ups of attractive actresses, 
because (tut might be contracted as exploiting ferrule 
beauty 

With the seven-yeor-oSd star of The White Balloon, this 
isn't an issue The child, with her gap-toothed smile and 
tragic eye-., gives an incandescent performance. A critic for 
The Hollywood Reporter *ay\ she “displays a range of 
emotions that would stymie Meryl Streep " 

Razieh rugs her mother into letting her buy the goldfish, 
then accidentally drops the money down a sidewalk grate 
and persuades various passers-by to help her retrieve ir 
Alternately k\ etching and subbing, then hr up with hope 
and delight, Ra/ieh has an miensdv dial drags the viewer 
back into the sometimes terrible realm of childhood, where 
the loss nf a few dollars can he a catastrophe. 

Tile film is shot almost entirely :n tight frames that numic 
a child Vcyc view ui the wot Id; it is unponcnunic with the 
local point always on what is close and immediate. At 
times the frames have (he intimate feet of Persian minia- 
tures, with Tehran's weathered rr.ud bricks providing the 
geometrically patterned background and impassive onlook- 
ers gazing trum the sidelines ar the doings of the passionate 
protagonists. 

Ike film works almost flawlessly at its superficial level, 
re-creating the ardent intensity of childhood in a sometimes 
oblivious adult world. But there is so much more going on 
here Each ol Razieh's encounters contains a small, omi- 
nous aside. Together these add up to a profile of the quiet 
desperation of ordinary Iranian lues in a society ravaged by 
revolution, war and international isolation. 

In the early scenes, Razieh's nagging is as relentlessly 
maddening as a midnight car alarm. It is evident that her 
mother (played by Fereshteh Sadr Orfanii, bustling to Finish 
the shopping and cleaning in time for the New Year feast, is 
a victim of holiday stress. For one thing, she can’t afford 
new shoes for her son — the Nowruz equivalent of not 
being able to provide the major item on a Christmas list. For 
another, her husband, who appears in the film only as a bel- 
lowing voice, flinging soap and curses from the bathroom, 
keeps up a constant flow of distracting demands. 

Like many economically struggling Tehranis, the metre- 
reader husband has a second job. But whut he does to make 
ends meet is kept secret because it is somehow shameful or 
illicit. 

Economic hardship is explored again when Razieh meets 
a lonely young conscript from the provinces who can't get 
home tor New Year because he lacks the bus' fare. Other 
social pressures emerge. An elderly tailor is intimidated by 



Tahrereh Ladania appears in Through The Olive 
Trees, a film bv Abbas Kiarostami, who wrote the 
screenplay for The White Balloon 

a young client of the post-revolutionary generation who 
knows how to use the new- system against the old-timers. A 
young Afghan refugee is abused, used, then thanklessly 
abandoned in the film's haunting final scene. And there is a 
suggestion that Razieh’s father may have punched her 
brother in the face. 

Perhaps to emphasise the characters' isolation, almost 
everybody speaks with a non-Tehrani accent. As in the film 
Moscow On Ike Hudson, when every New Yorker turned 
out to be from someplace else, the Tehranis in The White 
Balloon speak Farsi accented by Polish. Turkish and thick 
regional patois. 

Mr. Panahi. the 35-year-old director of The White 
Balloon, was to have visited the United States to promote 
the film during its American release. Instead, friends say he 
is "location scouting" in the provinces and could not be 
reached to comment on the attempted withdrawal of his 
film from Oscar consideration. 

Previously. Mr. Panahi has identified the sequence in 
which Razieh watches the snake charmers as one of his 
favourites. The scene, he said, was drawn straight from his 
own childhood, when he defied his father to sneak into 
‘‘unsuitable” films. Like Razieh, he too “wanted to see what 
it was that was not good for me to watch” — The New York 
Times. 
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Cinema centenary to be 
celebrated with screening 
of rare , French films 


Swedish pop charts new course to smash Abba legacy 


By Trevor Dotson 
Reuter 



The 1970s Swedish supergroup Abba 


By Matthew Lee 
A pence France Presse 

PHNOM PENH — Less 
than four years after the 
first public cinema screen- 
ing in Paris in 1S95, a 
movie cameraman working 
for the Lumicre brothers — 
the inventors of moving 
pictures — showed up in 
Cambodia to shoot footage 
of the exotic country for his 
employers. 

Now, nearly a century 
later, those eight liulc- 
known, short, silent films, 
along with 12 others, shot in 
Cambodia in 1921 and 
1927, including a 10- 
minuie documentary 

thought to have been lost 
for the last 68 years, were 
shown here recently to 
mark the 100th anniversary 
of the binh of movies. 

“These are fantastic films 
and we arc very lucky to get 
them.” said Joel 
Dechezlepretre. an official 
with the French Cultural 
Centre (CCF) which will 
screen the films with the 
cooperation of the Brotlters 
Lumicrc Association, die 
Albert Kahn Museum and 
the French National Centre 
of Cinematography. 

“These films have never 
been shown together and 
the documentary In The 
Land Of The Leper King 
was only shown once 
before in public before it 
became lost,” said Pascal 
Cardeilhac, the CtVs 
audio-visual coordinator. 

“For the Cambodians, this 
will be the first time they 
will be able to see old mov- 
ing pictures of their coun- 
try,” be said. “That is very- 
exciting and we have had 
the earliest films specially 


restored for this.” 

Equipped with one of the 
Lumiere brothers' small 
cinematographs that dou- 
bled as a projector, Gabriel 
Vcyre, arrived in Phnom 
Penh in late 1899 to shoot 
movies and bring them back 
to Paris to thrill audiences 
with the mysteries of what 
was then’ the French 
Protectorate of Cochin- 
china. 

“The box for die film in 
the camera was very small, 
so he could only shoot 
about 55 seconds of film 
before running out. and 
remember, this camera was 
powered by a band crank,” 
Mr. Cardeilhac said. 

He added that the technol- 
ogy did not yet exist for 
Veyre 10 move his camera 
so the shots in all eight of 
the short minute -long clips 
were “static ” 

Despite what modem 
cameramen might find hoi- 
rendous obstacles, Veyre 
was able to capture some of 
the most remarkable and 
exotic footage of the early 
years of cinema including 
the dancers of Cambodia’s 
Kiug Norodom, the king 
himself and elephants in 
what is now downtown 
Phnom Penh. 

Twenty-two years later, 
Leon Busy, a civil servant 
in the general government 
of Indochina, shut and com- 
piled 1 1 short films ranging 
from 37 seconds to 16 min- 
utes in Phnom Penh and :il 
the I2ih-ceniui> temple of 
Angkor Wat 

These films, also silent, 
were then given to Albert 
Kahn, a French hanker who 
in 1909 came up with the 
idea to pul together a photo- 
graphic and cinematograph- 


ic inventory of the cultures 
of the Earth entitled 
Archives Of The Planet. 

“These may be the first 
moving pictures ever of 
Angkor Wat,” said Mr. 
Cardeilhac, advancing 
through a videotape of the 
films. “It looks pretty much 
the same as it does now, 
except there were more 
trees and more monks 
then.” 

The Archives Of The 
Planet footage will be 
screened with u soundtrack, 
recorded specially by 12 
Cambodian classical musi- 
cians from the School of 
Fine Arts, he said. 

The final film in the 
series, In The Land Of The 
Leper King, shot by Jacques 
Feyder in February and 
March, 1927, and assumed 
lost after its initial screen- 
ing later that year, is consid- 
ered the real treat. 

“Almost no one lias ever 
seen this film,” Mr. 
Cardeilhac said. “We only 
come across the only surv- 
ing copy of it by accident 
and that is fortunate 
because it is amazing.” 

With its scenes of rural, 
Cambodian life and its pre- 
sentation of the massive 
Angkor Wat which is 
revealed little by little, the 
10- minute documentary 
“evokes the prestige of an 
unknown civilisation or a 
far-away and forgotten 
world,” according lo an 
unnamed critic quoted in 
the CCF'% programme. 

Though the film is also 
silent, the 12 musicians 
from the School of Fine 
Arts will play their own 
composition while it is run- 
ning 


STOCKHOLM — Name a 
small Scandinavian country 
with more global chan-top- 
pers than you can get into a 
fleet of Volvos. 

More than a decade after 
Abba, bands such as Ace Of 
Base, Roxeite and Army Of 
Lovers show Sweden has 
more to offer contemporary 
music than Agnetha, Bjom, 
Benny and Anni-Frid. 

The new wave of Swedish 
pop has made — and bro- 
ken — some impressive 
records. At almost 20 mil- 
lion copies, Ace Of Base's 
The Sign was the biggesi- 
selling debut album by any 
band, ever. "They've out 
Abba-ed Abba," an industry 
yearbook said. 

Roxeite, the veteran duo 
responsible for catchy hits 
such as It Mum Have Been 
Love and Joyride have also 
smashed Abba records. The 
1988 hit The Look topped 
the chans in 24 countries. 

Further down the list of 
Swedish chan successes, 
there are bands representing 
almost every genre, includ- 
ing names that do not wear 
their Swedish origins on 
their sleeve. 

Here we find studiedly 
outrageous Euro-jwp quar- 
tet Army Of Lovers along- 
side "harder" dance musi- 
cians such as Dr Alban, F.- 
Type and Siakku Bo. 

This Perfect Day, Brain- 
pool and The Wannadies are 
surfing the currem wave of 
heavy guitar pop and any- 
one who has not heard rated 
retro rookies TTw Cardigans 
just lias not been listening. 

Then there are Rednex, 
whose lechno-pop square- 
dance hit Cotton Eye Joe 
will have been heard even 
by those who avoid pop 
music at all costs. 

Gone are the days when 
Sw edish pop was Abba but 


the 1970s supergroup is still 
the yardstick by which 
Swedish contemporary 
music is measured. 

A wildly inaccurate myth 
asserted that Abba was 
worth more lo Sweden’s 
expons than Volvo, but the 
truth is fur duller. 

Music industry sources 
estimate the industry's total 

export value at about one 
billion crowns (SI 50 mil- 
lion I annually. a drop in the 
ocean even b\ Swedish 
standards. Volvo’s 1995 
turnover was 156 billion 
crowns IS22.4 billion). 

However, official figures 
will have to wait until May. 

“That'll be the first time 
statistics have been com- 
piled and presented, until 
then we just don’t know,” 
said Sluart Ward, general 
manager ot Export Music 
Sweden. 

"We couldn't be in a bet- 
ter position, but the momen- 
tum will be hard to main- 
tain. It’s got to he downhill 


from here,” the 47-year -old 
Briton told Reuters as he 
prepared for Midem. the 
music world's annual trade 
fair in Cannes. 

Export Music Sweden is a 
body set up in 1993 by 
artists, ihe recording indus- 
try and the Swedish 
Performing Rights Society 
to promote their common 
interests in a cut-throat 
global market. 

~ What is Swedish about 
Swedish pop music? 

The official line of Export 
Music Sweden is that 
Sweden is a country with 
rich musical traditions 
which encourages musi- 
cians and prorides them 
with good facilities. 

"Swedes are excellent 
technicians and engineers, 
which nieajvt they are better 
than most at applying new 
technology to music pro- 
duction,” the story' goes. 

One thing Swedish pop 
has certainly been shon of 


critical acclaim, and here, 
too, the Abba stigma is hard 
to shake off. 

Abba's global chart cru- 
sade was undertaken in 

defiance of — or perhaps 
with the help of — wide- 
spread attacks by critics. 
Now the group has been 
“rediscovered" os port of 
the vogue of 1970s nostal- 
gia. 

Today’s Swedish groups 
have met the same late, 
pigeon-holed as bland and 
unoriginal, with catchy 
tunes and vacuous lyrics. 
"Perhaps they’re not trying 
to moke any artistic state- 
ments,” Ward said. 

In reality there is nothing 
Swedish about the new 
Swedish wave, said Stefan 
Wermelin, national radio's 
prime-time progressive 
music presenter. 

“What they have in com- 
mon is that they want to 
write a hit and moke some 
money. Ace Of Base were 
just lucky, most record com- 


panies weren't interested in 
them initially," he said. 

“It’s a shame for the 
music, because when they 
try to make it international- 
ly, it all becomes so anony- 
mous. It's not about music 
and songs, it's about 
grooves and loops.” 

Bands such as Ace Of 
Base and Roxeite have con- 
sciously adopted a teenypop 
image, Wermelin said. 

“Sometimes it feels like 
the world is made up of 14- 
year-olds," he said, adding 
what was creative about 
Swedish music was on the 
“techno" scene. 

"We’ve got a lot of good 
disc jockeys and producers, 
that's why the dance groups 
are more interesting at the 
moment," Wermelin said. 

With no clear Swedish 
recipe for success, those 
who would follow in Abba's 
footsteps need only follow 
one unbreakable rule, 
Wermelin concluded: “Just 
be lucky. That’s all there is.” 
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New class of frozen embryo orphans nearing sell-by date 


By Allen Nacheman 
Agence France Presse 


LONDON — Rapid 
progress in infertility treat- 
ment has unwittingly creat- 
ed a sub-population of sur- 
plus human embryos, frozen 
in a medico-legal time warp 
and fast approaching their 
sell-by dates. 

When a childless couple 
seeks test tube — or in vitro 
— fertilisation at a fertility 
clinic, many more eggs are 
“harvested” from the 
woman and fertilised with 
the man's sperm than are 
actually needed. 

This is done to maximise 
chances of a successful 
pregnancy, and to store the 


surplus embryos should the 
couple one day want more 
children. 

The embryos — each 
four-to-eigbt cells and able 
to tit comfortably on the 
head of a pin — are stored 
by the clinics in vats of liq- 
uid nitrogen at minus 196 
degrees Celsius (minus 220 
degrees Fahrenheit). 

Theoretically, according 
to the Human Fertilisation 
and" Embryology Authority 
(HFEA) which regulates 
fertility clinics, such frozen 
embryos could remain 
viable for a thousand years 
or more. 

But British law says they 
must be destroyed after five 
years, unless both “parents” 


ask that they be retained for 
another five years, or 
instruct that they be donated 
to other couples for adop- 
tion, or for nodical 
research. 

Today there are an esti- 
mated 52,000 sucb micro- 
scopic embryos in cold stor- 
age at British clinics. 

Some 3,000 of them, their 
five-year expiration dates 
due this year, have appar- 
ently been abandoned. The 
storage clinics have lost 
touch with the parents and 
must soon, by law, destroy 
the embryos — done by 
dropping them in isopropyl 
alcohol. 

The HFEA says the law 
probibits giving these 


embryos to childless cou- 
ples who might want them 
without the consent of both 
the man and the woman 
who produced the embryo. 

“The embryo cannot be 
used in treatment without 
the consent of both,” said 
Bill Paxslow. the authority's 
information manager. “At 
the end of the statutory peri- 
od, all the clinic may legally! 
do is to destroy it” 

The situation has engen- 
dered an ethical debate.. 

One pressure group, 
Comment On Reproductive 
Ethics (CORE), wants (he 
abandoned embiyos offered 
for “adoption” to childless 
couples who for a variety of 
reasons cannot go through 


infertility treatment of their 
own. 

This would involve surgi- 
cally implanting the embryo 
in (he woman’s womb in 
hopes it would grow to a 
full term pregnancy and 
birth of a child 

The Family Planning 
Association is opposed. 

“It does seem a shame that 
these embryos have been 
allowed to become lost like 
lost property at a railway 
station,” said a spokes- 
woman. 

“But what to do with them, 
if they remain unclaimed 
raises complex medical 
issues and could open a big 
can of worms,” she said. 

“For example, an embryo 


up 
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being donated without 
knowing whose it is or 
where it came from could 
raise problems years from 
now if its real parents mm 


The HFEA meanwhile is 
launching a publicity cam- 
paign urging parents of 
frozen embryos to come for- 
ward and say what they 
want done with them. 

“It is very important that 
people who have had 
embiyos in storage for sev- 
eral years should talk to 
their duties,” said HFEA 
bead Ruth Deech. “It is only 
with their consent that din- 
jes will be able to keep 
embryos after the initial 
five-year limit expires.” 


AIDS drug progress hailed prices lamented 


By Joanne Kenen 
Reuter 


WASHINGTON — AIDS 
patients and doctors who 
treat them have said that 
jhey are heartened by major 
advances in treatment 
announced here recently but 
afraid that high prices will 
place them out of reach for 
many. 

“The news is very good 
but please give us (be means 
to provide these substantial 
advances in therapy to our 
patients,” 20 researchers 
affiliated with prominent 
hospitals and universities 
wrote in an open letter to 
hospitals, insurers, and state 
and federal governments. 

Scientists at the third con- 


ference on retroviruses and 
opportunistic infections pre- 
sented research on new 
drugs, some in a category 
known as protease 
inhibitors, that seem to con- 
trol the virus when com- 
bined with other antiviral 
medicines already on the 
market 


Those results — including 
Merck's Crixivan and 
Abbott's Ritonavir — are 
still preliminary, with only a 
few months worth of data 
and limited numbers of 
patients. 

Problems with mutation 
and drug resistance that 
have made AIDS so frustrat- 
ing and perplexing could yet 
emerge. 


But overall, scientists, 
doctors and patients alike 
were encouraged about the 
prospects for life-prolong- 
tng treatments available 
within months. The Food 
and Drug Administration 
(FDA) is expected to act 
swiftly to approve the treat- 
ments. 

But a “cocktail” of several 
antiviral drugs costs thou- 
sands of dollars a year. 
Retail prices of the new pro- 
tease inhibitors are not yet 
known, but activists and 
physicians do not expect 
them to be cheap, and some 
say AIDS patients could be 
faced with $12,000 to 
$18,000 a year in bills just 
for prescription medicines. 

Those sums would be 


even more of an obstacle to 
poor people infected by the 
Human Immunodeficiency 
Virus (HTV) that causes 
AIDS in Africa, Asia and 
Latin America. 


“We finally have some- 
thing to tell people — get 
tested and get treated. This 
is not just a matter of option 
and opinion anymore, there 
are treatment.” said Dr. 
Charles Farthing of foe 
AIDS Healthcare Founda- 
tion of Los Angeles. 

“But most patients can’t 
afford them,” he said. 

However, several activist 
groups who met with 
reporters at the conclusion 
of the week-long confer- 
ence did not blame the drug 


companies, as was common 
earlier in the epidemic. In 
feet dmg companies and 
activist groups jointly sent a 
letter to U.S. House of 
Representatives Speaker 
Newt Gingrich urging more 
government funding. 

They want more done- 
through Medicaid, through 
(he Ryan White Act that 
helps communities fight 
AIDS, and through other 
public health programmes. 
Many federal health pro- 
grammes have seen funds 
squeezed in the congres- 
sional budget battles. 


“My job is to help the sci- 
ence — the NIH isn’t the 
right place to figure out 
drug pricing,” National 


Institute Of Health (NHI) 
AIDS office Director 
William Paul said in an 
interview at the conclusion 
of the week-long confer- 
ence. NIH works on 
research and does not set 
national health insurance 
policy. 

But Dr. Paul agreed that 
foe costs could be a problem 
— in the industrial and 
developing worlds. And 
however encouraging the 
drug findings were, he said, 
foe key to combatting the 
epidemic remains preven- 
tion. 

“We heard a lot about 
drugs this week,” he said of 
foe conference. “We didn’t 
hear a lot about vaccines.” 


WHO says last smallpox virus should be destroyed 


GENEVA (R) — The 
board of the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) has 
recommended that the last 
stocks of smallpox virus, 
held by Russia and the 
United States, should be 
destroyed in June 1999 as 
their escape would be a 
serious risk. 

The WHO’s 190 member 
states will take a final 
decision at its annual 
assembly in May, the 
United Nations agency 
said. 

Scientific delegations to 
WHO have called for sev- 
eral years for destroying 
the remaining stocks of 
the acutely contagious 


smallpox virus, but have 
run up against vested 
political and military 
interests, according to 
diplomats. 

The Geneva-based 
WHO, which declared in 
May 1980 that smallpox 
had been eradicated, said 
there had been no known 
natural case since one 
detected in Somalia in 
October 1977. 

A WHO statement said 
its executive board decid- 
ed Wednesday to submit a 
resolution to the assembly 
“recommending the 
destruction of the last 
remaining stocks of small- 
pox (variola) virus, which 


are being held in the 
Russian Federation and in 
the United States.” 

The executive board, a 
rotating group of 32 mem- 
ber states, recommended 
destroying remaining 
stocks on June 30, 1999. 

It also endorsed a rec- 
ommendation by a WHO 
expert committee for the 
agency to keep 500,000 
doses of smallpox vaccine 
as well as the smallpox r 
vaccine “seed virus” friom 
which the vaccine is 
derived, according to 
spokesman Philippe 
StrooL 

The resolution noted 
that scientific research 


could still be made on the 
basis of cloned DNA frag- 
ments taken from the 
virus and “that the escape 
.of variola virus from labo- 
ratories would be a serious 
risk as an increasing pro- 
portion of the population 
lacks immunity to small- 
pox.” 

The remaining stocks of 
variola virus have been 
restricted- to the • US. 
Centres ' for* ’ Disease 
- Control and Prevention, 
based in Atlanta, and the 
Russian State Research 
Centre of Virology and 
Biotechnology in Koltsovo 
in the Novosibirsk region 
of Russia. 


“The eradication of 
smallpox is among the 
greatest public health 
achievements of all time,” 
the WHO statement said. 
Smallpox was endemic in 
31 countries as recently as 
30 years ago, according to 
the agency. 

“At that time, between 
10 and 15 million people 
were stricken with the dis- 


ease each year: Of these 
nearly two million died 
and millions of survivors 
were disfigured or blinded 
for life,” it said. 

Eradicating smallpox 
cost approximately $313 
million over 10 years, but 
actual global savings 
amounted to at least $1 
billion, according to the 
WHO spokesman. . 
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90 — wrtahhorl 

nap) 

St Imertactlon 
52 fncrirSnala with 
taBe evidence 

54 DDE's command 

55 SMns 


66 Basdtal grow 

67 Rota 

68 Scarfed bag 
72 Colorful Wi 
74 B«en 

78 -hW 
76 Fragrant sprtig 
shrub 
7B Sleep 
dsturbanca 
B0 Angry 

82 Vsao 

83 Muse of poeUy 

84 Paid notcra 

B5 On the upend up 
87 — Saxon 


96 Emitted Nancy 
Kerrigan 
87 Repose 

98 Pretense 

99 Siert tfriance 

100 Previous to 
102 Oiwn 

10S Also 

108 — generta 

109 Honey Badgers 

113 Geoge Peepartfi 
TV squad 

114 Sterol Han on « 

SWng' 

117 ComHMn 

118 Encore 


nwitwr 

57 Ghfcsgo airport 

69 — Hones. 1* 

119 Actress Qarr 

27 Chun 

59 — Range. WY 

90 Contused hantMo- 

'20 — of passage 

28 C«« — day 

60 Openwork fabric 

hand Agtrttng 

121 Oriy 

29 Shonod 

61 Krtghfatos 

92 "An appeal p- a 

122 Mnstrels 

pleasure 

62 PoiFiry 

feeing »«—' 

123 Arabian 

30 AIBimatrve 

63 Deeiatei horn a 

(Wordsworth) 

nrianate 

31 Out d Ihe irmi 
33 Bar* Kansaetton 

course 
64 Verbena 

93 Log-roBng conies 

CU Reckless driver 

124 Cocy abode 

DOWN 

i Thoarer ben 

24 Manor Varna 

58 Cumerlfy very 

SS Landed prooarty 

2 Names — 

29 Chimney At 

popular 

96 WlpasarvB 

3 TiwnpetscM 

32 Sh Writs' Scon 

63 Card game 

99 (Ondot energy 

4 Lfeenwd 

poem (wflh Thel 

B4 *— is eo rare 

100 Actor SOT of oU 

5 Seare#na»l8n 

33 *gfle 

85 Over Ihere 

ton* 

B Cwmili on 

34 Ourvertng troo 

66 Boripsddto 

101 School Chew 

7 Pageantry 

8 Onra‘« md 

35 Torrent 

68 Dsdrimed 

102 Former Russian 

36 Wine typo 

69 Toboggan 

news agency 

9 Pie — mooe 

37 Provide 

70 Buenos- 

103 Actor Kruger 

10 Smalhorcas 

38 Umar 

71 Embrace 

104 Regan 

ii Shop cnisl 

39 Blunder, 

73 SfitaraporfraB 

105 Roman robe 

12 ■- ia Douce* 

40 NsenHta 

75 Whxf fnsownanl 

107 Stoical 

13 ItaMOM 

41 Retted 

76 COy on the 

preposaton 

14 Gtyenlhe 

mare maty 

Rhone 

Ids Footnote wmd 

•Maotfapi 

42 Common hearsay 

77 Tieai haughtiv 

110 AsMrirria's 

IS Furr 

44 Roddy McOowa* 

79 WKefr rrtt town 

waterfront 

16 Meeting ol TV 

tBm 

00"— Rhythm* 

in wrwnsNps 

17 CoioreO lebne 

46 BaptfBaderArtKT 

81 SpU 

1 12 Riming isrrn 

21 Tracy -Hepburn 

46 Decades 

86 Essra 

its Ta*j 

flm 

53 Flm spool 

88 -Powof— '(Bml 

IIS Nav off 

23 Seule 

56 Tavern measure 

91 Cheese Type 

1 16 Hbiortc ponod 



Diagramless, 19x19 
By James Barrick 


ACROSS 

I Dftnkmg brrvje 
6 Weaken 
9 — and kefcmg 
TO FdttdaUon 
ii Widen a 
desktop 

14 FiPSB 

15 Wheel Shan 

16 Apt* nmAlary 
addresses 

18 Ptwme room 
20 TMhniaaledsMp 


21 T»V 

22 Poefpono 
conrideralfon of 

23 Charles Lamp's 
pseudonym 

25 Neighbor of Peru 

26 Cut 

26 Sheer ItOrK lor 


29 A Holy Roman 
emperor 

30 Identical 


31 AdMry inwoMng 

berbofs and 
dumbbedi 

37 — I ho Red 

38 Smel 
38 Place 

41 Orchid pan 

43 Pop eanger. — 
Senon 

44 Pfal of ground lor 
abutomg 

45 Biarrreies 


46 So-so grade 

47 — Stanley 

Gardner 

48 Male vernal 
SI GO wrong 
S? Ml 

53 -C31— and Mon- 

54 Certain Wrtr 

57 Engiwh queen 

58 Look ct axitornpi 
53 Link* ilenr 

60 —Haute W 


Last Week's Cryptograms 

1. Loafer states that he ia not afraid of work. He will gladly 
look at oihera working away any day of the week. 

2. A cure for the common cold ■till deflea rear arch. Luckily, 
help ia at hand via a nativo remedy: chicken aoup- 

3- Writer oo computer suffered not only from writer's block, 
but from keyboard cramp. 

4 . Go-go dancer aaid hasty no-no to adding yo-yo to her act. 


DOWN 

1 Pleasant to dta 
taste 

2 vm 

3 Become metow 

4 HoSdav Hums 

5 Poeh 'shove' 

6 Wde 

7 Powdery residue 

8 AftmeHnond 

10 Rounded pan ol S 

MP's bottom 

12 Smg 


13 Barash 

16 War god 

17 Whm nts Hem 

18 Drug 

20 Money tors 
0 manor's release 
22 Pfckoodrol 

24 — Sjwmunle 

25 Fivmytetow . 

27 P« 

29 Lvpty 
bndtog 


30 Homeless 
arena) 

38 Parts ol U>00X 

33 SpftmgtOy 

34 — of March 

35 Becorro aware 
ol 

36 Hfcnrm ulenst 

39 Havinn an 
unheaOhy crior 

40 Spruce 0» wtftow 

42 Wanton look 


43 Tolo 

45 Make rmtafele 

«B Zoo arena) 

«9 retow ruyne'" 

SO Breen menuro o' 

length 

52 Morefet Grey 

53 EXHVJW 
5» Tocew 

55 Cop. ol W S W 

56 Superlative 
adu 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

I . KSXHTB FAPYFQLY cscixpfw fjcmxpfm ql 
X LCD TQYT-MQHC SFICH TflH FVVAJXPQFL. 
XH TC VXL PCSS CICM8FLC DTCMC PF TCP 
F K K. — By Earl Ireland 


2.KUTYB S W I S M II K CURB I D Y PLTAB RIDS 
SU WHIT: *CN5 LS’B UDAR HUT RUNT UKD 
PUUY.- >5yDinwn.MttoO 


SOLUTIONS OF LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE 


3. FBI VBIIYMZ MTYCD AM NOISY DYUDfAZR 
URDZYEO DFttMft ONOIEAMB. — By K.C. Doyle 




f iIIOHEBOY OMSK OMU IV X B IK ilAlL CUBBUH 
BLOK UOKBEOT OMBR KNM INK K AC BOV 
CYERR. — Dy Ed floddlmn 






may 
help detect 
bladder 
cancer early 


By Joanne Kenen 
Reuter 


WASHINGTON — A 
simple and painless 
new test using cutting 
edge genetic technolo- 
gy may help detect 
bladder cancer early 
when the chances of 
survival are best, a 
team of Johns Hopkins 
researchers said. 

The test was still 
experimental and has 
only been used on 25 
patients. Longer and 
larger trials will be 
needed to confirm its 
accuracy and practicali- 
ty. 

The test is described 
in the latest edition of 
the journal Science. 
Eventually it could sup- 
plement or replace con- 
ventional urine tests, 
which can miss up to 
half of tumours, or 
cytoscopy, a more 
painful, invasive and 
costly diagnostic proce- 
dure that enables doc- 
tors to examine the 
bladder. 

“The obvious benefit 
is this is potentially a 
noninvasive technique 
for the diagnosis of 
tumours, and the sur- 
veillance of recurrence 
in patients who have 
been treated for 
tumours, or the evalua- 


tion of people who fall 
lien nsk groups. 


into higl 
said co-author Dr. 
Mark Schoenberg, a 
urologist who specialis- 
es in bladder cancer 
surgery at Hopkins: 
“It’s o more palatable, 
more powerful 

approach to finding the 
abnormalities specific 
to cancer,” said nis co- 
author Dr. David 
Sidransky. who pio- 


neered the molecular 
analysis and hopes to 
expand it in coming 
years to develop simi- 
larly simple tests for 
other type of cancers. 

Bladder cancer is the 
fourth most common 
type of cancer in U.S. 
males, and the eighth 
most common in U.S. 
women. There arc more 
than 50,000 U.S. cases 
a year, and federal can- 
cer experts project 
nearly 12,000 deaths in 
1996. 

When the cancer is 
caught early, there is a 75 
to 90 per cent chance of 
five year survival. But 
often, it is not detected 
until there are symptoms, 
and once there are symp- 
toms, the cancer is often 
quite advanced. 

The new test uses mole- 
cular analysis to find 
genetic markers for can- 
cerous cells. These “red 
flags” indicate cancer 
cells either because a por- 
tion of a chromosome is 
missing, or because there 
has been a change in cell 
structure. 

“Most diagnostic tests 
are protein- based. But in 
the field we are creating. 
DNArbased diagnostics, 
you can b actually identify 
the DNA alterations in the 
makeup of the tumour,” 
Dr. Sidranksy said. 

The test detected the 
cancer in 19 out of 20 
patients. Five other 
patients were diagnosed 
as having inflammation 
and the test found they 
had some atypical cells 
but no cancer. Doctors are 
still studying those cases. 

The test accurately gave 
a clean bill of health to 
the five additional healthy 
subjects included as a 
control. 



P f»urd ef 


By P. Parameswaran 
Agence France Presse 


SINGAPORE — Singa- 
pore is waging an uphill 
battle to trim foe flab of an 
army of overweight chil- 
dren amid concern they will 
balloon to a flood of heart 
disease cases. 

Obesity among 

Singapore’s younger popu- 
lation was a key concern of 
elder statesman Lee Kuan 
Yew when he checked out 
of hospital last month after 
undergoing treatment for a 
heart condition. 

“1 look at sill these obese 
children. They may not 
reach 72 and a half” said 
Mr. Lee, a regular jogger 
who celebrated his 72nd 
birthday last September. 
“At foe rate their parents 
feed them, or allow them to 
be fed, lucky if they reach 
50” 

IBs remarks took the lid 
off a key problem for health 
officials in the prosperous 
city-state, where food is a 
national passion. 

A study shows that 26 per 
cent of adults, in the island 
of about three million peo- 
ple are overweight and only 
14 per cent engage in some 
form of regular exercise, 
health officials said. 

But what is more disturb- 
ing is the level of obesity 
among school children who 
love eating rich foods such 
as chocolates and ice-cream 
on top of a heavy meat diet, 
they said. 

Some 10.7 per cent of 
Singapore’s 500,000 
schoolchildren were found 
to be obese last year, said 
K. Vijaya. the director of 
foe Healthy Lifestyle Unit 
in the Ministry of Health. 

Many children here also 
do not exercise enough to 
keep fit 

As 88 per cent of people 
in land-starved Singapore 
live iq high^ise apartment 
blocks, young children are 
not actively encouraged to 
play outside their homes 
although sports facilities 
are plentiful, a Singapore 
National Institute of 
Education survey showed. 

Parents here also tend to 
be oveiprotecfive because 
families are smaller, 
according to the survey. 
Children arc discouraged 
from getting involved in 
outdoor sports. 


Health problems, snow- 
ball if obesity persists into 
adulthood, health experts 
warned. 

As high as one third of 
obese children become 
obese adults, nmning foe 
risk of diabetes, high blood 
pressure and heart disease, 
said Lynn Alexander, chief 
dietician at a Singapore 
hospital. 

Children are classified as 
obese if they are 20 per cent 
heavier than foe median 
weight for a child of their 
age and height 

Overweight children 
could also suffer from res- 
piratory problems because 
the fat around the respirato- 
ry tract hinders no rmal 
breathing. 

Atherosclerotic disease, 
which causes narrowing of 
foe blood vessels resulting 
in heart attacks and strokes, * 
is foe most important cause 
of death in Singapore 
today, health officials said.' 

Rose Vaithinaihan, foe 
director of training and 
health education in foe 
Minis try of Health, said 
schools were covered by an 
effective “trim-and-fit pro- 
gramme” to reduce obesity 
and improve physical fit- 
ness. 

. “But the problem is that 
some student tend to regain 
weight during holidays due 
to uncontrolled diet," she 
said. 

Obese pupils are put 
through supervised exer- 
cise, diet and weight moni- 
toring under the pro- 
gramme which had 
t rimm ed foe obesity level in 
schools from 11.7 per cent 
in 1993 to 10-7 per cent in 
1995. Dr. Vijaya said. 

Poor cooperation from 
busy parents is impeding 
the programme’s success, 
1th officials lament, as 
wort; to reduce, foe 
obesity level to 
per cent and among * 
school children to nine per 
cent by 2000. 

The problem persists 
despite regular campaigns 
aimed at promoting a 
healthy lifestyle among 
Singaporeans, whose Prime 
Minister Gob Chok Tong 
led the world’s biggest 
mass aerobic display last 
year. 
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ANSWERS 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 


1. An old French book dated “An DC” would have 
been printed in about 1800. The French Revolutionary 
Calendar began on Sept. 22, 1792, so that, to be precise, 
“year 9” ran from Sept. 23, 1800 to Sept 22, 180L The 
Revolutionary Calendar was abolished on Jan. 1, 1806 
(Two years errors allowed) 


2. A cretin is a person exhibiting marked mental defi- 
ciency; strictly speaking, a person suffering from a dis- 
ease caused by lack of thyroid secretion. It may result 
from lack of iodine in drinking water and was formerly 
common in certain parts of Switzerland. A Cretan is a 
native of foe island of Crete. A croton is a herb of the 
spurge family. Cotton oil has very powerful properties. 


3. Robert Hooke was a famous man of science, con- 
temporary with and second only to Isaac Newton. He 
gave bis name to “Hooke's Law. Theodore Hook was an 
English author who had the reputation of being the great- 
est wit of his time. Captain Hook was one of the pirates 
in Peter Pan. 


4. Kit’s Coty House is a famous cromlech pear 
Maidstone, consisting of a great block of sandstone rest- 
ing on three other stones. Why so called is doubtful. 


5. A froe is a tool for splitting cask staves and shin- 
gles from a block of wood. 


* * * * * 
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tfiljl Kabariti pledges to respect House role 

ses 


(Cwdsucd fron psgt jj 

”1 am very well a ware that 
ifane is huKff resp<m*ibil!fv 
awl henry burdens (on the 
povemment) ... but we arc 
determined Ii> ahead and 
purtuc our goals to von the 
confidence or the House." 
Mr- Kabariti said 
House Speaker Sa’d Havei 
Stour congratulated Mr 
jKjlwriti upon his appoint- 
ment -is prune minister and 

fSprevscd hope that (he guv- 

cm mem's policy suicntcn: 
will meet the House’s ex- 
pectations and aspirationt 
"We are looking forward 
tor cooperation with the new 
government that will contri- 

wk to improving our per- 
iormunce and realise our aspira- 
tions Mr. Srour said. 
‘This cooperation might be 
one of rhe best achievements 
of the new government.” 
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Mi Kabariti said to com- 
ments jmbiishcd oti Wcdars- 
dj> fhj; Jus government was 
keen to achieve A: ah solidar- 
ity and eithatiur smm Arab 
3C!i*»n !«_• enable the Auh 
Nation so counter challences 
heme st. 

in j« interview with the 
London- based AJ Sharq Al 
Aws.it Arabic daily. Mr 
Kabariti said hi* government 

was a!vi keen io continue 
clftirts aifiiniji j> iinpnivmp. 
Jordan’s relations with all 
Arab and Islamic Limn tries 

Jordan's interest, the pre- 
mier stressed, is »n maintain- 
in? ywod relation* with .«! 
countries, jnd particularly 
thi^sc neighbouring tlic King- 
dom. 

He added that his guv em- 
inent would jimi support the 
Middle Last peace process in 
order to achieve a ; ust. last. 


mg and comprehensive peace 
ort al! lucks ot Arab- Israeli 
peace negotiations 

In an interview with 
another London-based Ara- 
bic daily, Al iiaval. Mr. 
Kabant i said King 1 iusvcin 
entrusted him with bringing 
ciur.gr that would include ail 
the government’s institutions 
and would remove obsucies 
impeding Jordan's develop- 
ment process 

The government, he said, 
will work on preparing rhe 
necessary policies and 
mechanisms required by "the 
process ot comprehensive 
change. ” 

It will at>u work on build- 
ing new Inundations gov- 
erning relations between the 
executive authority and the 
civic society institutions, in- 
cluding Parliament, the press 
and the professional avwici- 
lialnuis. he said 


Peres: Christopher rescued Syria talks 


(Cfldtlnned from page ij 
Mr. Christopher said that 
U»f month's election of a 
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Hand of Mr. Arafat as the 
autonomy government's 
president was "only one 
step” inwards forming “an 
accountable government “ 

“A Palestinian council 
needs to be convened and 
there needs to be csiablishctl 
an independent judiciary tn 
order to ensure respect* for 
law and human rights.” he 
said. 

He also said it was ‘‘essen- 
tial" for the Palestinian lead- 
ership “la fulfil their commit- 
ment to amend rhe cuvenant 
and to take all possible steps 
to prevent terrur." 

Under peace agreements 
with Israel. Mr. Arafat 
pledged to change the 
Palestinian charter* within 
two months of convening the 


new legislative council. «■ 
peered SjTci ihib month. 

A*, their joins pievs confer- 
ence. Mr. Arafat reiterated 
that he was ‘‘committed in 
■wha: he have agreed upon,” 
but he set mi timetable for 
action 

Lebanese Foreign Minwier 
Fates Roue/ said Wcdncv 
d-iv Israel is trvmg to pro- 
voke a dispufc between 
Lebanon arhl Syria bv seek- 
ing to short -ci rant the peace 
process. 

Mr Roue/ look exception 
to remarks by Mr. Peres who 
said on Tuesday that Israel 
would withdraw its troops 
from southern Lebanon 
ahead of any peace deal with 
Syria if the area’s security 
could be guaranteed. 

“Peres' words are a new 
Israeli scheme to short -circuit 
Syria and provoke a differ- 
ence between us and Damas- 
cus." Mr. Bouez told repor- 


ters. 

Lebanon's peace talks with 
Israel which began in 1991 
have been suspended await- 
ing a breakthrough m the 
Jewish state's negotiations 
with Syria, whiclf maintains 
35.fMiO troop* in l.ehuru>n and 
is the chief puwerlnokcr in 
the country 

Lebanon, citing U.N. 
Security (.ouncii Resolution 
425 passed in 197K, has de- 
manded that Israel withdraw 
its troops from a self-declared 
"security cone" in the south 
of the country. 

On Tuesday Mr. Peres 
said: “If the Lebanese gov- 
ernment and its army can 
really guarantee there will 
only be one government and 
one army, as well as peace 
and security. Israel will not 
wait to conclude a peace 
agreement with Syria but will 
withdraw- beforehand." 


Christopher presses PLO leader 

.Continued from page 12. fe promistt to f retf ail female 


no specific timetable for ac- 
tion. 

"Wc arc committed to 

what he have agreed upon, 

but this change of the charter 

: officials ksei ^ f uthority- of the Pale«j- 

work to wkt * W f^onal. Council (PNC) 
worK to HU. iM |llc procei!i ^ ^ ttr . 

II obeat) Ik ned out democratically,’’ Ijfc 
per cem and r^said. 

^ Ch '^ * 1 Mr. Arafat said proposals 
iy 2000. f or changing the charter 
problem f would be presented first to 
the new self-rule council and 
then to the PMC. 

Mr. Arafat also asked Mr. 

, j. Christopher to help press 
poieans.**. Israel to follow through with 
ter Gob Cta 


:e regular ac. 
I al proroc 
ty lifestyle - 


Palestinian prisoners and to 
halt the confiscation of 
Palestinian lands on the West 
Bank. 

The 1995 autonomy agree- 
ment called for Israel to re- 
lease all female Palestinians 
held in its jails, but Israeli 
authorities later refused to 
free five women accused of 
involvement in the murders 
of Israelis. 

Mr. Christopher agreed to 
discuss the matter with Israeli 
officials. 

At Wednesday's meeting, 
Mr. Christopher also 
announced new U.S. aid of 


$2.7 million “to help with the 
demucratisation process in 
Gaza and the West Bank.” 

"As Palestinians go about 
the crucial tasks of building 
democracy, they will certain- 
ly have the strong backing of 
the United States," he said. 

"In just two-and-a-half 
years, peace has begun to 
bring -great benefits lou-ihe 
Palestinian people ... I 
hope you will have the 
chance to build a society 
based upon principles of eco- 
nomic freedom.*’ he said. 

The two men met at a 
Palestinian guest house near 
Beit Hanun village in the 
north of the autonomous 
Gaza Strip, near the Ercz 
crossing into Israel. 


*erobf# Iraq-U-N. oil discussions 

(Continued from page I) 


ledge 


soon see relief from the five- 
year crippling economic 
embargo. 

The national Iraqi milk 
company announced on 
Wednesday that the price for 
20 litres of milk would fall to 
500 dinars, compared to 
2.00U dinars last week, and a 
kilogramme of cheese would 
-cost 250 dinars, down from 
1.3U0 dinars. 

The price of food has fallen 
by half over the last three 
weeks because of the rise of 
the dinar. It is the first rime 
since the embargo was im- 
posed on Iraq that prices 
have dropped in Baghdad. 

The dollar, w'hich was 
valued at 3.U0U Iraqi dinars 
before the talks were 
announced, was trading at 
550 on Wednesday, money- 
changers said. 

Amid jubilation in the 
streets, the official media wus 
also fanning the hopes, mark- 
ing the start of the talks m 
New- York on Tuesday with 
lead stories in the newspapers 
and on television and radio. 

"5tart of negotiations be- 
tween Iraq and the li.N: All 


sides optimistic.’ the Al 
Jumhtiunya newspaper said 
on its front page. 

"Optimism prevails for 
Success ul talks.” the Al 
Thawra newspaper proc- 
laimed in big red letters. 

Guns were fired in juy and 
bands marched in (he streets 
throughout Baghdad late into 
the night Tuesday, as people 
came out to cheer the start of 
the U.N. talks, already ex- 
cited by the festivities of the 
Holy Month of Ramadan. 

Iraq and Russia meanwhile 
signed an agreement on tech- 
nical cooperation in their oil 
industries. 

Under the accord, the two 
countries will cooperate in 
training oil industry techni- 
cians in exploring,' drilling, 
producing and refining oil. 
the official Iraqi News Agen- 
cy i IN A; said. 

The Iraqi government, in a 
bid to mend fences with its 
Kurdish rebel foes, will re- 
sume the supply of electrical 
power to its northern pro- 
vinces. the government news- 
paper A! Jumhouriya re- 
ported. 


Iraq, Syria to discuss water 


(Continued from page 1) 

Turkey said it hoped Syria 
and Iraq’ would agree u» talks 
to solve the dispute, 

"Wc thtnk it is not possible 
lo reach on agreement or 
make a step forward on this 
dispute by use of political 
pressure.” Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Omcr Akbel told 
a news briefing. 

"We hope they (Syria and 
Iraq) move towards construc- 
tive efforts as Turkey prop- 
oses." he said. 

Syria has formally asked 
Ihc Arab League to discuss 
the dispute at its March 
ministerial meeting in Cairu 
while foreign ministers of 
Egypt and six Gulf Arab 
states in December criticised 
Turkey for building the dams 
without consulting Syria and 


Iraq. 

Turkey has informed the 
Arab League that it ts ready 
for meetings with Syria on 
the long-running dispute - 

Syria has said the Turkish 
dams on the Euphrates have 
led in a sharp dec lint in (he 
How of waters to Syria, which 
uses n for drinking and irriga- 
tion. 

The protests have grown 
since November when Ank- 
ara announced a finance 
agree men: for a fourth darn 
on the Euphrates, designed 
to produce power and irriga- 
tion water for southeastern 
Turkey. 

Ankara at times has been 
cool to Syria because it ac- 
cuses Damascus of backing 
separatist rebel Kurds fight- 
ing for self-rule in southeast 
Turkev. 


Millions 

threatened 

i Continued from pafic 12j 

The U.N. Children’s Fund 
I UNICEF ) said it needed $4(» 
million to treat and prevent 
outbreaks of disease, and to 
promote household food 
security. 

The SPLA launched a sur- 
prise early dry season offen- 
sive on Oct. 25. its first large- 
scale attack in four years. 
The Sudanese government 
immediately accused neigh- 
bouring Uganda and Eritrea 
of backing the rebels with 
troops and heavy armour. 

SPLA officials say they 
have since ousted govern- 
ment troops from 10 towns 
and villages in Easier'. 
Equatoria. 

SPLA leader John Garung. 
meanwhile. I’Vumed that his 
troops k a !<ed or wounded 
o.fJtiii government soldiers in 
the latest offensive that over- 
ran 15 villages and towns iri 
southern Sudan. 

The London-based daily 
Al Hayat quuied Colonel 
Garang as saying the casual- 
ties came over four months. 
He was interviewed during a 
tour by an Al Hayat reporter 
of rchcl-hcld areas in south- 
ern Sudan. 

Journalists tardy are 
allowed into southern battle 
areas with cither side. The 
tnp with Col. Garang was to 
within 'Xl kilometres of Juba, 
the main government Strong 
hold in (he south, the paper 
said. The reporter enlcied 
via a neighbouring country, 
which was not identified in 
the story. 


Parties 

’(Continued from page 1) 

election law would be intro- 
duced. He said it will be 
based on the ideas and 
aspirations of the Jordanian 
people and it will not be 
officially presented before 
the conclusion of a national 
debate on the issue. 

Mr. Kabariti said it was 
one of the priorities of the 
Kingdom and that it will he 
.ilvo one of its achicv'-menis. 


The Topex-Poseidon satellite 
and the secrets of the oceans 


By Emmanuel Thltenon 

THE OCEAN'S play an 
essential pan in the forma- 
tion of climates. For two 
years, a French-American 
satellite, culled “Topcx- 
Poscidon”, hits been per- 
manently watching the 
waters of the globe. The 
iirM results ot this ambi- 
tious project, which is 
expected to last more than 
a quarter of a century, axe 
now available. 

Contrary to commonly 
held beliefs, the surface of 
the oceans is not tlai. The 
locks on which the oceans 
lie are of variable density 
and this engenders the cre- 
ation of a static relief on 
the surface. 

Even in a completely 
calm sea, the difference in 
the height of the water can 
vary by up tu nearly 2iXl 
metres from one jiotiit of 
liir globe to another. 
Besides that, ;md indepen- 
dently of die phenomena of 
tides’ agitation due to tlie 
rotation of the Earth, to 
winds, to currents and to 
differences in temperature 
also causes a variation in 
the level of the seas. 
Although this difference is, 
by appearances, modest 
(between one and two 
metres maximum), the phe- 
nomenon plays a crucial 
pan in the formation of the 
climate. It is true that 
oceans cover 70 per cent of 
ihe surface of the Earth, 
store 90 per cent of the heat 
accumulated hy the climat- 
ic system, and act as gigan- 
tic regulators of the Earth’s 
climate. The system, which 
is extremely complex, 
brings a great number of 
parameters into play. 

For decodes, scientists 
laboriously attempted to 
accurately map ihe surface. . 
of the oceans, but their 
Pleasuring wstmmenis 
(buoys, tide gauges, etc.) 
were far too inaccurate. 

So, in order to meet the 
requests of oceanographers 
and climatologists. a 
French- American commu- 
nications satellite. Topex- 
Poseidon, was launched in 
August 1992 by the Euro- 
pean Ariane rocket. No 
doubt the imminence of a 
big change in the climate 
resulting from an increase 
in carbon dioxide gas 
(C02) was a contributing 
factor to this project. 
Indeed, tite oceans absorb, 
carry and store this gas 


which iv responsible for the 
famous greenhouse effect. 

At an altitude of 1,336 
kilometres, Topcx-Paset- 
don flies over 90 per Cent 
of the oceans’ surface in 
ten days, upon from the 
jx>!e regions, and every 
seven kilometres, »l mea- 
sures the height of the 
waves and ibe speed of the 
wind. For this task, it uses 
six measuring instruments: 
three to calculate (with an 
exactitude of 2 centime- 
tres) the distance separat- 
ing the satellite from the 
surface of the water and 
three others to locale its 
trajectory. All the informa- 
tion ts recorded on a digital 
optical disc, before being 
transmitted to the scientists 
concerned 

Sloping oceans 

Alter several months of 
verification and of gauging 
the instruments, Topex- 
Poseidon began to reveal 
sonic of the secrets of the 
oceans, it appear* that the 
latter undetgo seasonal 
dilatation, which is, more- 
over, variable from one 
place to another. At 40" 
Latitude North, for exam- 
ple. the Atlantic varies by 
15 to 50 centimetres, but 
only by 7 centime ires at 
40° South. Between Octo- 
ber 1992 and January 1993, 
the .same ocean fell by 
three centimetres on aver- 
age and then rose again in 
August before returning 
back to its cycle. 

Topex-Poseidon also 
keeps a watch on the great 
variation in the level of the 
seas, in order to know if 
global wanning due to ibe 
greenhouse effect has 

already begun, or if it is 
imminent. In the past, the 
instruments had only made 
jt possible to prove that the 
average level of the ocean 
had risen by 15 centimetres 
since 1900. 

The great precision of the 
altimeiric data makes it 
possible to note the 

"slopes" in the oceans (for 
instance, the Pacific is 50 
centimetres higher in ibe 
West (Asia) than in the 
East (Latin America) 
owing to the Trade Winds), 
but, above all, to calculate 
the speed of the aments 
and of the heal that they 
carry. In particular, the 
satellite noted the progress 
of the deadly El Nino <"tbe 
Child Jesus”) which, in the 
South Pacific, suddenly 



For the past two years Ibe French- American satellite Topex-Poseidon scans the 
oceans of the Earth (photo Actualite en France) 


amves in certain years. 

Ow ing to a weakening in 
the Trade Winds, instead of 
being pushed to the West 
the warm surface waters 
stan to surge towards the 
coast of Peru, causing tor- 
rential rain and a whole 
series of catastrophes such 
as the ruin of Peruvian fish- 
ermen, a weak monsoon in 
India, a drought in Aus- 
tralia and Somalia, etc. 

Already in the 1 5th cen- 
tury, floods destroyed the 
system of irrigation chan- 
nels of the Chimu people 


who. because they were 
starving, were unable to 
withstand the Inca 
Invaders. Although it is not 
yet possible to foresee the 
arrival of El Nino, which 
seems to follow a chaotic 
movement, the quality of 
the Topex-Poseidon obser- 
vations made it possible to 
describe the phenomenon 
better. 

More generally, re- 
searchers now have a refer- 
ence map at their disposal 
which is both accurate and 
global. They will be able to 
compare it with future 


developments and follow 
climatic changes all over 
the world. Plans have 
already been made to 
launch Topex-Poseidon's 
successor in space in 1998. 
It will be three times lighter 
than the first, less bulky 
and less expensive. It is 
expected to be the precur- 
sor of a series of mini- 
saielliies which, in order to 
be really effective, will 
have to clutter up space for 
more than a quarter of a 
century. 

L’ actualite En France 


Humour’s iron curtain; what’s 
so funny? Germans ask 


By Alan Cowell 

New York Times Service 

MARBURG, Germany — 
In a comic strip, a mysteri- 
ous figure arrives at an old 
woman’s door. His busi- 
ness, he explains, has to do 
with the tax on facial wrin- 
kles. 

The what? 

Outsiders — indeed, 
some Germans — may not 
immediately grasp the 
point. 

But, says Wilhelm Solnts, 
a professor of contempo- 
rary German literature at 
the university here, East 
Germans think the cartoon 
is hilarious, because (hey 
are only now gening used 
to the complexity and inim- 
siveness of the personal 
taxation system that came 
with unification five years 
ago. 

Westerners, Mr. Sol ms 
said, think it is just plain 
silly. 

Tlie discrepancy between 
whai Easl and West Ger- 
mans think is funny 
emerged from a conference 
in this central city this 
month: Germany’s division, 
it seems, nurtured not only 
competing ideologies, hut 
also such divergent cultures 
that a laugh on one side of 
the Iror. Curtain brought 
onlv a bemused frown an 


the other. 

Germany being a some- 
what serious nation, 
though, united or not, the 
gathering also addressed a 
far weightier issue, encap- 
sulated in its very title: 
"Whar do we have to laugh 
about?" 

In Mr. Solms’s view-, one 
answer was: increasingly 
little. And, a skeptic might 
suggest, the very fact that 
earnest debate was required 
to illuminate humour's 
depths might indicate that 
the pickings were slim in 
the first place. 

It was a discussion that 
touched a delicate issue for 
Germans, who fear that 
other Europeans may dis- 
miss iheir. as generally pon- 
derous and only sometimes 
jolly — for instance, in the 
stylised moments of annual 
carnivals, when women 
may snip off men’s ties, 
strangers may embrace 
without formal introduction 
and music may be loud. 

"The idea thai German 
people are as much 
strangers to humour as 
potato puffballs arc ro 
atomic physics is one of 
those beloved generalisa- 
tions that are repeated as 
often as they are wrong.” 
Marburger Magazin 

Express, a weekly maga- 
zine here, declared huffily. 

A rtH ffi nrmt* how wronff 


it was, the magazine void, 
juit look at all the people 
who split their sides laugh- 
ing at Marburg's "Days of 
Comedy" from Jan. 10 to 
13, when this city reverber- 
ated with discussions of 
humour, exhibits of car- 
toons and dissertations on 
satire, funny newspaper 
columns and censorship. 

But no one ever said 
humour should be frivo- 
lous. 

’’There's a new poveri> in 
Germany.” Mr. Sol ms sOfd 
in an interview. "People 
have become more aggres- 
sive. So thev need jokes. 
The need to laugh is very 
pronounced Comedy is 
resurgent, but the limits are 
growing narrower." 

By this, he said, he meant 
that various segments ul 
society increasingly sought 
a monopoly on their own 
humour. ”ln oilier words." 
he continued, "jokes about 
foreigners can only be :olJ 
by foreigners. Jokes about 
women can only be told by 
women.” 

The message was not lost 
on Wislaf Droste. a satirical 
writer who once lampooned 
efforts by feminist groups 
investigating sexual aba-.e 
af women and children. 

Ever since Mr. Drosie 
took issue with the groups’ 
techniques in questioning 
children about suspected 


abuse, his public speaking 
appearances have been 
drow ned out by the catcalls 
and whistles of feminist 
protesters. 

Mr. Droste faced the like- 
lihood of similar demon- 
strations here, but he did 
not appear because of the 
flu. His adversaries had 
already distributed pam- 
phlets declaring: "The lim- 
its of humour have long 
been exceeded.” 

Bui such collisions of 
sensitivity did not seem to 
inhibit Harry Rowohll, 
another speaker, who may 
have offended — or possi- 
bly delighted — countless 
Italian waiters by telling his 
audience "Italian restau- 
rants ait the best possible. 
As a guest, you don’t need 
to behave badly: the waiters 
do u for you." 

So what can and cannot 
be mocked in Germany? 

"Hitler jokes are diffi- 
cult.” Mr. Solms said, "and 
you can’t make jokes about 
ihe anti-fascist movement." 

On the other hand, 
humorous erotic poetry, 
political satire, ihe absurd, 
Christianity, the >emi- 
obscene and the grotesque 
are all permissible. 

Take, for instance, the 
drawings of Eugen Egner, 
who sometimes blends 
absurdity with social com- 
ment. 


In one cartoon on exhibit 
here, a rabbit carrying a 
bass guitar and dressed as a 
jester shouts at a rat in a 
crown and a rabbit in a 
skirt: ’’Halt! May 1 please 
see your bass guitar?” 

To which rhe rat, as if 
alluding to the identify* doc- 
uments Germans are sup- 
posed to carry at all times, 
replies, "The one day you 
leave home without it!" 

Some wit depends strictly 
on context, as Mr. Solms 
suggested in a paper offer- 
ing textual analysis of Ger- 
man humour. 

Thus, he void. "Buy Only 
Free-Range Women” — the 
tide of a German humour book 
and a wordplay on advertising 
for free-range eggs — was fine 
on a book jacket, where its 
irony was unmistakable. ‘‘As a 
bumper sticker, even the most 
macho man would find it irri- 
tating." he wrote. 

But. to answer the question 
in the conference’s name, is 
there really so much to laugh 
about -1 

"Of course there's not much 
laughing matter.” Mr. Rnwohh 
said 

And one reason fur that was 
about as serious as you can get. 

"German humour was main- 
ly Jewish humour, and the 
United Suies inherited that," 
he said. 

international Herald Trbune. 
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Minister of supply warns merchants 
against price manipulation, monopoly 


Yemen raises water 
and electricity rates 


Iraqi dinar 
strengthens 
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By Sa’eda Kilani 
Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Minister of 
Supply Munir Sobar pledged 
to take to court all merchants 
that manipulate prices of 
commodities or monopolise 
them and called on Jorda- 
nians to contact the ministry 
if there were any complaints 
in this regard. 

In the Lower House of 
Parliament's session on 
Wednesday. Mr. Sobar said 
that merchants who are 
proved to hide certain com- 
modities will be fined and 
referred to the concerned 
court. He said the ministry 
' publishes the telephone num- 
bers in the daily newspapers 


and all citizens those who 
have complaints or know of 
any violations should contact 
the ministry. 

“All complaints will be stu- 
died and- price inspectors will 
be immediately sent to check 
up on violations,'* he said. 
“All merchants who do not 
respect the law will be refer- 
red to court.” 

The minister was replying 
to a question raised by Isla- 
mic Action Front (IAF) de- 
puty Bassam Emoush who 
called on the minister to sys- 
tematically follow up on all 
merchants' violations and 
manipulations of commodity 
prices. 

Dr. Emoush asked tbe 
minister to also reconsider 


the food coupons system, 
which has been largely criti- 
cised last year as having dep- 
rived many families from 
their right to subsidised basic 
commodities. 

During the question/ 
answer period. Minister of 
Interior Awad Kh lei fat re- 
plied to a question by IAF 
deputy Badr Riati, who com- 
plained of the use of private 
cars by some Jordanians as a 
shuttle service to tourists in 
the country. Mr. Khleifat 
said that these actions were 
not permitted by law without 
having a permission In this 
regard. 

A heated debate erupted 
however on the electricity 
draft law. Lawmakers argued 


on whether the House should 
be discussing a law that has 
not been “sufficiently justi- 
fied.” Some deputies said 
that the government should 
present the reasons behind 
introducing such a law while 
others contended that the law 
does not force the govern- 
ment to do so. 

The draft, which essential- 


ly allows the privatisation of 
the Jordan Electricity Au- 


the Jordan Electricity Au- 
thority in line with the King- 
dom's drive towards priva- 
tisation of public institutions, 
has been finally referred to 
the House's judiciary com- 
mittee to decide on whether 
it should be discussed by the 
House or referred back to the 
government. 


Jordan-Israel trade agreement 
to take effect from mid-March 


SANAA (R) — Yemen has 
raised rates for water and 
electricity in the impover- 
ished Arab state's latest price 
hikes imposed under an eco- 
nomic reform programme. 

A copy of a Yemeni 
cabinet decision in January 
and obtained by Reuters 
Tuesday said that electricity 
charges would be increased 
by between SO and 100 per 
cent depending on usage 
effective from the middle of 
last month. 

Two riyals per kilowatt 
would be charged for use of 
up to 200 kilowatts and 3.5 
riyals for between 201 to 400 
kilowatts, the statement said. 
The charge for between 401 
to 700 kilowatts would be five 
riyals per kilowatt, it said. 

Seven riyals would be 
levied per kilowatt thereaf- 
ter. 

A ministry of water and 
electricity official said that 
the rise in water rates was 
between 40 to 60 per cent. 


Water charges would rise 
to seven riyals per cubic 
metre for up to ten cubic 
metres. For more than 40 
cubic metres of water, the 
charge is 40 riyals per cubic 
metre, the statement said. 

Water use by the govern- 
ment was fixed at 15 to 50 
riyals per cubic metre and by 
commerce and industry at 50 
riyals. 

Unlike its wealthier Arab 
Gulf neighbours. Yemen has 
no desalination plants to turn 
sea water into drinking wa- 
ter. 

The country is im- 
plementing the second phase 
of economic reforms, which 
have included fuel price rises, 
agreed upon with the World 
Bank and the International 
Monetary Fund. 

Price hikes are a sensitive 
issue in the impoverished 
country , a small independent 
oil producer. Last year, riots 
erupted in Aden over the 
doubling of fuel prices. 


BAGHDAD. Iraq (AP) — 
The Iraqi dinar Wednesday 
continued climbing against 
the U.S. dollar on a wave of 
optimism generated by the 
possibility of renewed Iraqi 
oil sales. 

With Iraq's economic crisis 
worsening. President Saddam 
Hussein’s government 
opened talks Tuesday at the 
United Nations concerning a 
plan to sell SI billion worth of 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You can easily get an associate ■ 
to follow your ideas during die 
day- today, but later tonight 
plan something with a fellow 
associate and get much com. 
pleted. 


Cb° 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 
20) You can handle easily to- 
day whatever tasks have been 
difficult in the past. Support a 
fellow associate who is ner- 


V ‘ t,jn" 

figs 
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Iraqi oil every three months. 

The money would be used 
' to buy badly needed food and 
medicine. President Saddam 
has previously rejected the' 
offer as an infringement of 
Iraqi sovereignty. 

Currency traders in Bagh- 
dad said S! fetched only 400 
dinars on Wednesday, com- 
pared to 500 last week and an 
all-time low of nearly 3.000 
last month- 

It is illegal to trade dollars 
on the open market, bur 
some Iraqis do so in a bid to 
guard against the country's 
runaway inflation. 

Iraq has two official ex- 
change rates. One has been 
fixed at $3.20 to the dinar for 
years. The other legal rate, 
available to most foreigners, 
values the dollar at 600 di- 
nars. 

The dinar had been falling 
since the United Nations 
slapped a comprehensive 
embargo on Iraq following its 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

But after the government 
.announced its readiness to 
talk about limited oil sales, 
the currency has streng- 
thened and food prices have 
been coming down. President 
Saddam has said he expects 
positive results from the New 
York talks, and he told a 
recent cabinet meeting he 
wanted to see the dinar reach 
200 for one dollar. 

He has also instructed 
ministers to abandon “un- 
necessary” projects and tack- 
le the country’s inflation. 


By Mahmoud Masbarqah 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The Jordanian- 
Israeli trade agreement will 
take effect by the middle of 
next month, according to 
Ministry of Industry and 
Trade Secretary-General 
Mohammad Smadi. 

He said in a statement to 


the Jordan Times that the 
two countries are expected to 
exchange the instruments of 
ratification of the trade 
agreement in the coming few 
days to open the way for 
normal economic, trade and 
transport operations between 
them. 

He said that the trade 
agreement is expected to be 


applied within one month of 
the exchange of the ratifica- 
tion instruments. 

The agreement on trade, 
which was signed last Octo- 
ber, provides for the ex- 
change of different types of 
commodities included in 
three lists: The first offers a 
100 per cent exemption of 
customs duty, the second 50 


per cent and the third 20 per 
cent. 

The exemptions offer 
Jordanian commodities the 
opportunitiy to be marketed 
in Israel at lower costs, 
according to Dr. Smadi who 
said that in contrast, Israeli 
goods entering Jordan are 
exempt from only 10 per cent 
of customs duty. 


Algeria to cut pay of 
well off to pay workers 


India’s central bank un veils 
measures to stem rupee fall 


BOMBAY (AFP) — India's 
central bank Wednesday 
announced a series of mea- 
sures to stem the fall of the 
rupee, which had plunged to 
38.50 against the dollar on 
the foreign exchange market. 

The Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) announced the ter- 
mination of post-shipment 
export credit denominated in 
dollars and freed the interest 
rate on post-shipment rupee 
.credit for over 90 days with 
effect from Thursday". 

It also announced a 66- 
percentage point increase in 
the interest rate surcharge on 
import finance from the pre- 
sent 15 per cent arid said it 
would monitor cancellation 
of forward contracts and 
intra-day trading transactions 
of authorised dealers. 

“The several measures we 
have introduced today are 
intended to accelerate re- 
ceipts of export proceeds and 
prevent prepayment on 
account of imports.” the gov- 
ernor of RBI, Chakravarthy 
Rangarajan said in a state- 
ment issued fiere. 

The announcement fol- 


lowed his meeting with Fi- 
nance Minister Manmohan 
Singh and other top officials. 

Mr. Rangarajan said the 
measures should lead to sta- 
bility in the foreign exchange 
market. 

“We are watching the fore- 
ign exchange market con- 
tinuously and closely and will 
take such other measures as 
are necessary to ease the 
pressures on the market,” 
Mr. Rangarajan said. 

The central bank governor 
said the amended rules would 
not impair the “overall 
availability of credit to expor- 
ters and refinance to banks.” 

Mr, Rangarajan said the 
central bank would monitor 
cancellation of forward .con- 
tracts booked by “authorised 
(foreign exchange) defers 
for amounts of $100,000 and 
above. 

“Such cancellation will be 
required to be reported to the 
RBI on a weekly basis and 
the RBI will also be closely 
monitoring the dollar/rupee 
intra-day trading transactions 
of authorised (foreign ex- 
change) dealers,” he said. 


The RBI governor said- 
“pressures have been created 
in the foreign exchange mar- 
ket based on expectations 
which are not in accord with 
the fundamentals (of the In- 
dian economy).” 

Mr. Rangarajan said the 
fundamentals were strong, 
particularly in relation to 
"the external sector." 

“The current account de- 
ficit at around 1.5 per cent of 
the GDP is very much under 
control and manageable. 
Some of the inflows on the 
capital account have also 
shown a pickup in the recent 
period," he said. 

But due to market press- 
ures. based .on. expectations, 
“leads and .Jags have de- ; 
veloped in receipts and pay- 
ments, which have affected 
the foreign exchange flows," 
he said. 


at 31.37 against the dollar for 
more than two years after 
March 1993 when it was 
made fully convertible on the 
trade account. 

The central bank has kept 
the exchange rate stable by 
buying dollars to maintain 
export competitiveness, even 
though foreign inflows were 
high until July when New 
Delhi began routing overseas 
debt payments through the 
market. 


PARIS (R) — Algeria's 
prime minister said Tues- 
day his government would 
cut the pay of better-paid 
civil servants to give sever- 
al months of back-pay to 
200,000 lower-salaried 
government employees. 

“The truth must be said 
to the Algerian people 
and this is why I opted for 
directly addressing you 
over this question of un- 
paid salaries." Ahmad 
Ouyahia said in his first 
address since being 
appointed in December. 

In a speech broadcast 
on Algerian state-run 
radio, he said neither the 
government budget nor 
state-owned companies 


were able to pay the 
200,000 workers who not 
been paid for months. 

Mr. Ouyahia said his 
government had decided 
therefore to take from be- 
tween one day to one 
week’s worth of pay from 
the better off civil servants 
every month up until the 
end of the year. 

Algeria’s economy has 
suffered badly from more 
than four years of civil 
strife pitting Muslim re- 
bels against the military- 
backed authorities. 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Carry through with some crea- 
tive career activity during the 
daytime today, but tonight 
.plan a better course of action 
for the future. 






MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 
to July 21) Make your home 
charming during the daytime 
today and later in the evening 
do whatever it is which you 
enjoy the most. 




THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Honri Arnold and MBw Ar gi rion 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter lo each square, lo form 
four ordinary words. 


I'm not used to this 


CONTH 


THE BETTER HALF , 

Igiasbjspg&J — - ~ 


By Glasbergen 


A central bank statement 
also warned of legal action 
against exporters who failed 
to bring back export realisa- 
tions within the legally set 
period of six months. 

The rupee remained stable 
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CREEFI 


DEGUMS 


WHAT HE 
FACeP WHm HE 
MARRIEP THE 
MOTHER OF TWO. 


Now arrange the circled letters lo 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


THE Daily Crossword by Randall J. Hartman 


I think 1 took too many sinus pills— 
but at least I’m breathing easier}” 


Answer: 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: MAGIC PANDA CENSUS JITNEY 
Answer The kind of books prisoners prefer — 
ESCAPIST 


ACROSS 
1 Pleased 
5 The — of one's 
eye 

10 Was in debt 

14 New Rochelle 
college 

1 5 Kind of pipe 

16 Soiree 

17 Unconventional 
writer 

20 Increases the 
slope 

21 Opponent of 
U.S. Grant 

22 Expert 

23 Affectionate 
25 Volcanic rock 

29 Govern 

30 Comprehend 
33 Orange skin 
3A Looks 

longingly 

35 Angry 

36 Famed college 
football coach 

40 Dam 

41 Full of holes 

42 Model 
MacPherson 

43 Aftentron getter 

44 Sets of articles 

45 Climbed 

47 Annie Oakley 

48 Mo. 

49 “Let's Make — “ 
52 Honey houses 
57 Reagan tilm 

60 IA city 

6 1 Honk loudly 

62 Gumbo 

63 Singer Bennett 

64 Blood carrier 

65 RuJer 



Peanuts 


/ NEW \ 
YEAR’5? 
DON'T 

1 A5K 

l ME.. / 


0065 CAN T TELL 
ONE YEAR FROM 

Another.. 


I KNOW I HAVE MV 
SUPPER IN THE RED 
DI5H AND MY DRINKING 
WATER IN THE / 
^ YELLOW PISH., 


'BUT I DON'T 
KNOW WHAT 
YEAR THIS IS... 


Andy Capp 
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Yesterday’s puzzle solved 


DOWN 

1 Band dates 

2 Contraband 

3 Green Gables 
girl 

4 Slupor 

5 Wretched 

6 Inclined 

7 Papal name 

8 Household god 

9 Sea bird 
10 Gawked at 


11 Lament 

12 Or—! 
(ultimatum) 

13 Fruit 

18 October stone 

1 9 Portrayer of Matt 
Dillon 

23 Not clear 

24 Margarine 

25 Impudent 

26 Actress Anouk 

27 Like winter 
weather 

28 TV spots 

29 Puls in order 

30 Undersized 

31 Greafgolf score 

32 Barely won 
34 Nannies 

37 Mineral salt 

38 Haole necklaces 

39 Afternoon social 

45 Flowering shrub 

46 Crank 

47 Counlry singer 
Cline 
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[ HELLO#] 

>jthbre.4 

TREMOR 


J AND/ WON'T \ 
WAVE ANVTVilNQ > 
TO DO WtTUTUATJ 
V BLOKE -HE'S/ 
f GOT A Df&NK \ 
L PROBLEM— J 


/HE CANTS 

STAND THE 

S stuff 


MOPNIN&S. 
MISSUS CAPRI 
MORNING. J 
ANDY 


AST 
S E R 
S P E 
ATE 
MAD 


Alow JQ 
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Mutt’n’Jeff 
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48 To the left, 
nautically 

49 Blind as — 

50 Certain car 

51 Famous garden 

52 From a 
distance 


53 Lend support 

54 Signs 

55 Pound of poetry 

56 Glide 

58 Certain degree: 
abbr. 

59 Rock group 



uttle BOY DOES 
Y&UR MOTHER i 
KNOW VOU jrA 
SMOKE? 


DOESttUR 

HUSBAND 

KNoWYbU 
SPEAK TO 
STRANGE 
I MEN IN 

l THE „ 

V STREET? 


THE IDEA/-WHV 
ARE NT VtoU IN i 


LADV 

I'M 

ONLY 

THREE 

YEARS 

OLD/ 


WOMENS 
BAH/ ■ 




LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Get into activities today which 
can bring you greater happi- 
ness and beauty in the outside 
world- Take a dose friend to 
dinner for an enjoyable time. 




VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Do. whatever 
will add to the value of proper- 
ty and possessions today, and 
later this evening handle your 
correspondence wisely. 

LIBRA: (September 23 lo 
October 22) Get in touch with 
persons who can be helpful in 
your personal affairs during 
the day. Get your appearance 
improved so that you will be 
successful. 




•StfTjna:. 








SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21 ) Begin the new 
week by contacting those who 
have good ideas for your 
advancement and then work 
out a nice plan for your 
prosperity. 

SAGITTARIUS; (November 
22 to December 21) You are 
able to gain a desired wish 
today quite easily if you go 
after it in a positive way. Be 
very romanne tonight with 
your loved one. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 
to January 20) Plan how to 
gain the backing of a bigwig for 
some pet project today you 
have in mind. Have fun with 
your friends in some mutual 
activities. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Extending activi- 
ties considerably is wise at this 
time so that you can become 
more successful. Double-check 
your plans for some new pro- 
ject. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Start the new week 
by getting a bigwig to give you 
the backing you need for a new 
•Interest. Be more broad- 
: -minded towards' any new situa- 
'•'tiiShs. ’ ■ ■ - - 
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Birthstone of February: Arneth-* 
yst — Onyx 
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HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, 
FEBRUARY 9, 1996 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Study your responsibilities well 
in the morning and also your 
assets so that later this evening 
■you know how to handle every- 
thing. 


*• - 15 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You may encounter stubbomess 
' on the part of a fellow associate 
today uiiere some new project is 
concerned during the day. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Get into the hard part of your 
career activities today and 
tonight make better plans for the 
days ahead in terms of your 
progress. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July -21) Postpone pleasure until 
the evening when conditions are 
more favourable. Don't start a 
disagreement with your mate or 
there could be difficulties. 





LEO: (July 22 to' August 21) Get 
out of the house early today and 
avoid a possible disagreement 
which could bring serious diffi- 
culties for some time to come. 


Aparin 
■ /"Rent 

-P-rtrnsnSs 


VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Don't criticise a partner 
during the day today or a big 
battle can ensue. Be very careful 
in driving on the highway and 
visit good friends. 
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LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) ff you take any risks 
today, you could make some big 
financial mistake. Do nothing 
which could damage real estate 
you own. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) You want to hav* 


your own way exclusively today. 
but if you are forceful you could ■ ^ 1 

wind up behind the eight-ball in tjlrnl r-. . 
some predicament. l ul 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22' 1 

to December 21) Situations 
yhich are keeping you from gait* - 
ing your wishes today are gertiog 
you down, but handle them indi- v 
vidually and wisely. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to . 

January 20) You may find it . 'Jy; 

difficult to gain some personal 
goal in the morning today, but by 
this evening eveiyihing will be (TiV 

aJriehi. r \yn 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 10 
February 19) Use care and don'1 1 ' u ' 

irritate higher-ups in any way 
during the daytime today, an» fljfjjip 
then the evening is fine for social (MF 

run with your loved ones. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March PQj 
20) It is all right to "study into new 1 ju 

interests during the daytime to- jjh. “ 
day. but don't commit yourself W [mi, 

®ny of them until later -tonight- ^ **411 
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Birthstone of February: 
yst — Onyx 
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Bull forges vast U.S.- Japanese alliance in personal computers 


PC boom may have peaked in U.S., makers look abroad 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Personal computer (PC) 
makers had a banner year in 
1995, but analysts say the 
boom in PCs may be over 
because of the near satura- 
tion of the largest market, the 
United States. 

Industry analysts say that 
more than one-fourth of U.S, 
households have at least one 
PC. and most of the others 
need a significant reasons or 
big price break to buy a 
computer at prices currently 
around $2,000. 

But manufacturers see 
brighter prospects abroad, 
particularly in Japan, where 


sales are strong, and in 
emerging markets like Larin 
America and Eastern 
Europe. 

Dataquest, a market re- 
search group in San Jose, 
California, estimated worl- 
dwide PC shipments at 59.7 
million units i.n 1995, a 24.7 
per cent jump from 1994/ 

International Data Corp. 
(IDC) another leading re- 
search group, said 1995 worl- 
dwide growth was 24 per cent 
but predicts it will slow to 
18.5 per cent this year. 

"That is largely due to the 
downshift in the U.S. 
(growth) rate.’* said IDC 


vice-president Bruce 
Stephen. 

U.S. growth is expected to 
be 16.4 per cent in 1996, 
down from 22 per cent 
growth in 1995, IDC said. 

That's still strong, but it 
means computer manufactur- 
ers must temper their ex- 
pectations driven by the PC 
explosion of the last four 
years in the United States for 
home use. 

In the United States, “I 
think we are reaching close to 
saturation levels among the 
types of households who are 
buying PCs.” said Mr. 
Stephen. 
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COMPANY'S SAME 


ARAB BANK Pic 

•IORCWR NATIONAL BANK 

SANK OF JORDAN 

HXDDLB EAST INVESTMENT SANK. 

INDUSTRIAL DSVKLOPMEire BANK/ NEW 
•IORDAN fSUJUF BASK 
JORDAN ISLAMIC SANK 

BZTT BUSAL SAVINOCIHVESIMENT POR HODS TNG 
AHMAH BANK FOR INVESTMENT 
PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT BASK. 


NO. 'oar 
SHARKS 
TRADED 


VALUE FREV. CLOSING 
TRADED CLOSING PRICE 
JV PRICE 

7460 236.000 235.000 

VOSS 4.390 6.380 


BANKS 


SECTOR 


111733 INDEX HUMBER i 187.03 
' CHANGE • -0.23* 


JOR DAN FRENC H INSURANCE 
TffSOKANCE 8BCIOR 


JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 

XRBXD DISTRICT ELECTRICITY 

VEHICLES OWNERS FEDERATION 

JORDAN NATIONAL SHIPPING LINES 

NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 

REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

JORDAN INTERNATIONAL TRADING CENTER 

UflxTED KIDDLE EAST t COMMODORE HOTELS 

ARAB INTER. FOR INVESTMENT & EDUCATION 

ZARXA PRIVATE UNIVERSITY 

UNIFIED CO. POR ORGANISING LAND TRANS. 

SERVICES SECTOR 


THE JORDAN OSKSNT FACTORIES 

TOE ARAB RpTASH 

JORDAN PETROLEUM RKMUOU 

ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 

JORDAN CERAMIC INDUSTRIES 

THE JORDAN PI PEE MANUFACTURING 

BAFTA INDUSTRIES 

DAE AL DANA DEVELOPMENT * INVESTMENT 

ARAB ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY 

LIVESTOCK & POULTRY 

MAE PAPER CONVERTING & TRADING 

NATIONAL STEEL INDUSTRY 

NATIONAL INDUSTRIES 

INTERMEDIATE PETRO -CHEMICAL HJDUSTHTKK 
JORDAN ROCKWOOL INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN 6DLPHO— CSWKICALSr ■ 

ARAB CENTER FOR PHARM-nt CHEMICALS 
UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES CO. 

Jordan new Gaels company 
EL— BAY READY WEAR MLHU FACTOR TNG CO. 
INTERHATIOMAT. TOBACCO & CIGARETTES 
UNION CHEMICAL £ VKCATIABLB OIL IN0USTRI 


INDEX HUMBER: 139.37 
CNTANCB : +0.14*1 


INDEX NUMBER: 125.92 
CHANGE : +0.27* 


Dataquest’s Scott Miller 
noted that 60 per cent of U.S. 
households with income over 
$100,000 already have one or 
more PCs. 

In order to grow more, the 
industry “has. to make PCs 
more relevant,*' by making 
computers and software more 
adapted to daily life, he said. 

Still, no one is sounding 
the death knell for the com- 
puter industry. 

“With growth of 15 or 16 
per cent, the stereo or the TV 
industry would be thrilled,” 
said IDC's Stephen Baker. 

But he added: "Everyone 
had been counting on great 
big rates of growth, bur 
they've lost track of who their 
customer is going to be.” 

Aside from a home or 
automobile, a computer is 
often the largest household 
purchase, and rhe industry is 
now looking for the right 
kind of product that will have 
appeal than the current de- 
sktop PC. 

"I think the* magic price is 
certainly under $1,000,” Mr. 
Baker said. 

But it is. not clear whether 
the hew machine will be a 
$500 Internet device — which 
is now under development, 
but which needs a broader 
range of software on the In- 
ternet to make it appealing — 
a modified desktop or a com- 
puter hooked up to a televi- 
sion via cable. 

Outside the United States, 
Japan's boom in PCs — 60 to 
70 per cent growth through 
much of 1995 — will slow, as 
will Western Europe's, the 
analysts said. 

But Larin America is ex- 
pected to rebound from a 
disastrous year in Mexico. 
IDC said overall Latin Amer- 
ica PC sales grew 11 per cent 


despite a 37 per cent decline 
in the Mexican market. 

The Asia-Pacific region ex- 
cluding Japan is the only re- 
gion where steady growth 
above 20 per cent is expected 
through the year 2000, said 
Mr. Stephen. 

U.S. firms including indus- 
try leader Compaq continue 
to dominate the global indus- 
try, but Asian manufacturers 
are aggressively moving into 
the U.S. market, according 
to Mr. Stephen. 

Sony is expected to sell in 
the United States this year 
and Toshiba is likely to move 
into desktops. 

Compaq remained the 
worldwide industry's top PC 
supplier last year, shipping 
5.9 million units, or 10 per 
cent of the market, followed 
by IBM's 4.7 million and 
Apple's 4.6 million. Data- 
quest said. 

Hewlett-Packard and Acer 
America — the unit of a 
Taiwan firm — posted the 
strongest gains of all compu- 
ter makers, at 126.6 per cent 
and 80 per cent, respectively. 

Compaq's Rebecca Nahas 
said the notion of finding 
cheaper machine is not neces- 
sarily the answer to slower 
growth. 

“People around rhe world 
are going to buy a product 
not solely on price, but on 
what's behind it,” she said. 
The quality of the technolo- 
gy, she said, is “more of a 
deciding factor than the 
price." 

Meanwhile. Bull, NEC of 
Japan and the U.S. company 
'Packard Bell announced a 
vast common offensive into 
the market for personal and 
multi-media computers 
Wednesday, based on a mer- 
ger of Packard Bell and Bull's 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets 
Wednesday. 


One U.S. dollar 


INDUSTRIAL 


GRAND TOTAL 


S 8 C T O R 


160779 INDEX NUMBER: 123.18 
CHANGE : 1-0.05* 

340433 INDEX NUMBER! 155.06 
CHANGE • -0.08* 


NO. OF TRADBD SHARES IN PARALLEL MARKET 
VALUE TRADED IB PARALLEL MARKET 


One sterling 
Gold (ounce) 


1.3700/ 10 
1.4776/Xh 
L655U/6I1 
1.2U7K/K8 
.30.37/4! 

5.07 36/86 

1577.3/8.8 

I Ob. 00/10 

7.0250/50 

6.4480/30 

5.7156/56 

1.4142/52 

0. 7553/58 

7.7305/15 

$1.5360/70 
$414.30/4 14.SU 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian", francs..*’ 
French 'francs’ " k 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
Singapore dollars 
Australian dollars 
Hong Kong dollars 


Zenith Data Systems. 

Packard Bell Electronics is 
to receive more than $650 
million (3.3 billion francs) 
and NEC and Bull will pro- 
vide extra resources to enable 
it to develop multi-media 
computers for tKe U.S. mar- 
ket, the three companies 
announced. 

NEC, which holds shares 
in Packard Bell and in Bull, is' 
to contribute $283 million in 
preference shares to the 
alliance, NEC told a press 
conference in Tokyo. 

The announcement was 
made in Sadamento, Tokyo 
and Paris the day after Bull 
president Jean-Marie Descar- 
pentries bad announced a 
dramatic improvement in the 
fortunes of his' company, 
which has been resuscitated 
with huge amounts of state 
aid in recent years. 

Two years ago it had 
appeared to be on the verge 
of disintegration. 

Descarpentries said Tues- 
day that the group had made 
a profit of at least 200 million 
francs ($40 million), and 
perhaps 300 million francs or 
more, in 1995. 

He is expected to 
announce major changes in 
the board room on Monday. 

Packard Bell, strengthened 
by the activities of Zenith 
Data Systems (ZDS), would 
achieve annual' sales of $5.5 
billion and take more than 13 
per cent of the U.S. market, 
becoming the biggest sup- 
plier, they forecast. 

NEC, which had sales of 
$43 billion in 19944)5 and is 
the' biggest manufacturer in 
the Japanese market, and 
Bull, which had sales of 29 
billion francs in 1994, are to 
maintain their ■ holdings of 
19.9 per cent each in Packard 
Bell. In return for their con- 
tributions of cash or other 
support, they would receive 
preference bonds. 

Descarpentries described 
the arrangement on Wednes- 
day as “a winning world 
alliance playing a major role 
in the strongly-growing mar- 
kets for personal computers 
and multi-media.” 

The president of NEC, 
Tadahiro Sekimoto, said that 
the alliance Was -a decisive 
-step in long-t<$m Cooperation 
to develop --^the Activities of 
die three companies On the 
world market for computer 
equipment. 

The president and founder 
of Packard Bell, Beny 
Alagem, said that his com- 
pany would use its modern 
production infrastructure to 
produce.a strengthened range 
of products for companies 
pnd administrations. 
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Gems of the world . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs 


Amra Hotel Shops 
6th circle, Amman : 
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Furnished Apartment 
_ For Rent 

In Um Ufhaina, 3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms,, 
ground floor, telephone. 
Other apartments andi 
villas 

Fumished/unfumished for . 
rent or sale 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Tel: 810605, 810609, 810520 


DOLLAR 

RENTA CAR 

Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmemni 
M 693399 
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Professional QuaStyi in 
1 Hour Service j 

Develop your colour fibn at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO phot* 



FORYOUR 


863944 - 816690 



81 6690 
At i£*r trtn 



ROR JREiVX 


Deluxe Villas 
8lAppartments 
in Amman 
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% eppanyaki 
Sashimi 
Sushi 


For RoS. 312997 - 3M:iS 
r.ii,:cc.! St. 0::0'.id Center 




One and Two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Ratna For 
Short or Long Stay 


5th Circle - 692672 
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Abdoun - Tel : 819564 
Mobil Phone - (079) 2933S 




rrSEnswni 




RENTACAR 




Main office 

King Abdullah Gardens 

TeL 699420 
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Transport company generates JD 1.37 
million net pro fit in 1995 

THE UNIFIED for Organising Land Transport 
Company achieved a JD 1.37 million net profit last year 
compared to a net JD 1.28 million from Sept. 5, 1993 until 
Dec, 31, 1994. The company transported a total of 
5,468,784 tonnes of goods (4.81 million inside the Kingdom 
and 0.65 million outride the country) and earned JD 4.55 
million from charges last year. Investments were increased 
by 333 peT cent from JD 219.606 in 1994 to JD 867,064 in 
1995. The management of the company is recommending 
to die shareholders the distribution of JD 550,000, or 11 
per. cent, in dividents. The company's officials currently 
discussing with the concerned authorities two projects for 
setting up a truck terminal in Aqaba and another large 
truck terminal near Amman on an area of about 3,000 
dunums (AI Dustour). 

Farmers redace supplies of broiler 
chicken to push up prices 

trtr THE LOCAL market is currently witnessing an 
unjustified shortage of broiler and frozen chicken in what is 
seen as a move by farmers to reduce the volume of 
production to push for higher prices. Poultry farmers are 
demanding that prices be raised from JD 1.250 to JD 1.450 
per kilogramme while the Ministry of Supply is holding to 
the fixed price ceiling agreed by a committee from the 
ministries of supply and agriculture and representatives of 
the farmers. A senior official at the Ministry of Supply said 
the ministry was no longer in the business of importing and 
fixing prices of frozen chicken due to the surplus in 
previous months and to the achievement of a high level of 
sell sufficiency ofthis product. The role of the ministry, he 
added, was to announce s price ceiling for frozen chicken 
leaving the freedom for local fanners and importers to sell 
their product at any price below the fixed ceiling. The 
ministries of supply and agriculture are putting the blame 
on producers trying to exploit the large demand for chicken 
in Ramadan to compensate losses farmers say they had 
incurred when prices were low due to large surpluses (AJ 
Ra'i). 

Aqel: Credit facilities to traders in 
shares have declined 

-trie CREDIT FACILITIES extended by licensed banks for 
share purchases have declined over the past three years 
dropping from JD 20 million in 1993 to JD 17 million in 
1994 and further down to JD 14 million by the end of 
October 1995, Arab Bank Executive Manager Mufieh Aqel 
has said. He pointed out that investment portfolios of all 
licensed banks stood at approximately JD 219 million on 
Oct. 31. 1995. Mr. Aqel said the banking system gave JD 
400 million in financing the national economy last year out 
of a total JD 3.58 bilbon of credit facilities at the end of 
September of 1995. He indicated that JD 900.5 million 
were credits to the commercial sector and about JD 487 
million were credits to the industrial sector (AI Aswaq). 

EU offers to help Jordanian 
Businessmen Association 

.THE. Jordanian Businessmen Association (JBA) said 
^{^pesdaji thar 'foe European Union (EU) has expressed 
readiness to offer an assistance needed by the association in 
organising a meeting between Jordanian business people 
and EU officials, due to be convened in May of this year. 
According to a JBA press release, the message, conveyed 
by Yves Gazzo the head of the EU delegation to Jordan, 
said that the EU office will make the arrangements for the 
meeting expected to be held in May in Brussels. Mir. Gazzo 
paid tribute to the JBA for its activities and for its drive to 
create joint business councils with business societies in the 
EU countries and voiced EU backing for the JBA drive to 
bolster European-Jordanian cooperation in trade and 
economic fields. He said that EU countries were keen on 
reaching partemship agreeements with the countries in the 
Mediterranean region and will help the JBA’s endeavours 
during its delegation's tour of Spain, the United Kingdom 
and the EU headquarters in Brussels. The JBA last month 
organised a seminar in which ambassadors of the EU 
countries in Jordan took part, along with 150 Jordanian 
businessmen, to discuss ways to promote relations math 
Europe, according to the statement. The JBA has already 
created joint business councils with Britain. France and 
Spain and, according to the statement, it is pursuing efforts 
to create similar councils with the rest of the EU nations. 
Meanwhile, the Amman Chamber of Commerce said 
Wednesday that it has prepared a comprehensive study on 
cooperation between foe EU and Jordan to achieve the 
aspired partnership between the two sides. The study was 
worked out in light of documents agreed on between the 
EU and the Arab countries in Tunis and the EU 
declaration issued in March of 1995 about the principles of 
the aspired partnership to promote EU economic, ties with 
the countries of the Mediterranean region. 
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Sports 


: 1st Division Basketball Championship 

Jazireh face Ahli tonight 


By Aleen Baunayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — A1 Jazireh’s 
last of malrwig their 

mait in the Kingdom’s bas- 
ketball championship com- 
es Thursday night when 
they take on titleholders A1 
Ahli in a match anxiously 
awaited by fans and officials 
alike. 

The reason for the anti- 
cipation is the fact that Al 
Jazireh had scored a 76-73 
win over AI Ahli in their 
first round encounter. Al 
Jazireh’s win against could 
make the competition more 
interesting by making it a 
three-way race provided Al 
Ahli beat Al Orthodox! in 
-their Feb. IS dash. In that 
case Al Ahli, Al Jazireh 
;and Al Orthodoxi will play 
-a title-deciding round for 
the first time in the presti- 
gious competition. 

While predictions are dif- 
ficult in the action-packed 
game of basketball, Al 
Jazireh seem in a difficult 
position to beat the titlehol- 
ders tonight. Al Jazireh lost 
an easier opportunity 
against Al Ortbodoxi when 

• after leading throughout 
.most of the match they lost 
to 85-75. 

• Al Orthodoxi had lost to 
Al Ahli 90-76 in the first 
Ground and they needed a 
win over Al Jazireh other- 
wise they would have drop- 
ped down to third place for 


the first time. 

Al Jazireh’s form in this 
year’s competition made 
them a serious contender 
and changed the nature of 
the competition. In earlier 
years, Al Ortbodoxi and Al. 
AM would easily beat all 
their opponents and only 
their dash would determine 
the winner. 

To delight of fans and 
Jordan Basketball Federa- 
tion officials, Al Jazireh's 
historic first round win over 
Al Ahli turned tbe competi- 
tion upside down and left 
everyone utterly surprised. 

Although Al Jazireh's 
pfeyers appeared in excel- 
lent form when they beat Al 
Ahli, it later turned ont that 
the titleholders were 
affected by administrative 
snags and differences that 
apparently led to their un- 
expected defeat. Al Ahli 
had not lost to any team 
other than Al Orthodoxi for 
the past 20 years. Furth- 
ermore they have bad an 
unrivalled dominance since 
1992 and are looking for 


their fourth consecutive ti- 
tle. 

Realising that their two 
rivals were seriously thre- 
atening their crown, AI 
Ahli put their house in 
order and their players 
proved they were not about 
to give up their title easily 
when they scored a convinc- 
ing 14-point win over Al 
Orthodoxi in the first round 
final of the competition. 

Going into their match 
against Al Jazireh, Al Ahli 
now top the standings on 
score difference over Al 
Orthodoxi. Three more 
matches remain before the 
fight for tbe 1995 basketball 
title is concluded. The two 
other teams in the competi- 
tion Al Jalil and Al Watani 
appear content with their 
fourth and fifth place stand- 
ings and are indifferent ab- 
out their results as they are 
not threatened by relega- 
tion. The sixth, Al Abbasi, 
became the team to drop to 
the second division after 
they pulled out prior to the 
start of the competition. 


Suns deal 

Chicago 

2nd 


straight 

loss 


STANDINGS 



P 

W 

L 

SF 

SA 

PTs 

Barkley, who also grubbed 
16 rebounds, recorded his 

Ahli 

6 

5 

1 

523 

369 

11 

Itith consecutive double- 

Orthodoxi 

6 

5 

1 

557 

407 

11 

double. 

Jazireh 

6 

4 

2 

445 

367 

10 

“Charles came out and 

Jalil 

7 

2 

5 

376 

455 

9 

showed the character he has 

Watani 

7 

- 

7 

406 

709 

7 

us a great player and we 
didn't control him very well." 


UEFA may negotiate 
hew transfer deal 


-GENEVA (R) — UEFA 
general secretary Gerd Aig- 
-ner, predicting dire consequ- 
■ences for soccer after the 
$osman ruling, said on Tues- 
day European football's gov- 
erning body might try to 
negotiate a new transfer sys- 
tem with the European Com- 
munity. 

Aigner said in an interview 
with Reuters on the eve of a 
meeting betwen UEFA and 
33 of Europe’s top clubs that 
he still had some hope an 
agreement could be reached 


to prevent what he said 
would be a chaotic situation 


would be a chaotic situation 
in European soccer. 


deadline of March 1 to show 
it has changed its rules to 
conform with December's 
ruling in the Bosnian case. 

That ruling, following an 
action brought by Belgian 
player Jean-Marc Bosnian, 
declared that the system of 
clubs paying transfer fees for 
players whose contract had 
ended was illegal in deals 
between EU member states. 

It also declared that 
nationality restrictions in 
domestic and European com- 
petitions were illegal if EU 
nationals were counted as 


NFL seeks 
to block 
franchise 


‘(European Commissioner 
rel) Van Mien savs we 


foreign players when playing 
for a dub from another EU 


Karel) Van Mien says we 
should make proposals sb 
obviously the door is still 
open," he said. "We should 
make proposals. We will dis- 
cuss this." 

Aigner would not be drawn 
on what the proposals might 
be but he said they would be 
talked about in three days of 
meetings with clubs this week 
and again at a meeting with 
national federations in Lon- 
don on February 18. 

The EU has given UEFA a 


for a dub from another EU 
country. 

UEFA is horrified by the 
ruling which makes its trans- 
fer regulations illegal and 
also effectively ends its three- 
plus-two rule, which restricts 
teams to a maximum three 
foreign and two assimilated 
players in European competi- 
tions. 

Aigner insisted the EU was 
wrong to try to treat soccer as 
a normal economic activity. 
“I refuse to accept that a 
player is a worker and that 
football is a business." 


THE ALTERNATIVE VENUE 


TORINO IS OPEN AS USUAL ! 

FOR DINNER Starting 7:00 PM 

TRY 'Turing 

An extraordinary place that boasts I j 

Mediterranean culture in food, drinks and fhn. 

Turino Restaurant rgriT 8 ^^ 

Cheers Elite Cafe' | 

At TURIN 0 Suites Hotelt Sweifiyeh Dud Now 863944 I 


moves 

WASHINGTON (R) — 
.National Football League 
commissioner Paul Tagliabue 
asked Congress on Tuesday 
to give the NFL power to 
block franchise moves, but 
got a sceptical reception from 
some lawmakers. 

Tagliabue, at a House of 
Representatives Judiciary 
Committee hearing, said the 
threat of antitrust lawsuits 
was keeping the NFL from 
stopping teams from moving. 
He called for legislation giv- 
ing the legaue limited im- 
munity. 

“Sueh legislation — to 
treat sports leagues as a sing- 
le enterprise for internal deci- 
sions on such matters as 
franchise relocation — would 
not freeze the status quo. It 
simply would allow a sport 
league to exercise its reason- 
able business judgement 
without the threat of antitrust 
treble damage litigation and, 
in doing so, to take appropri- 
ate account of community in- 
terests and fan loyalties," 
Tagliabue said. 

Last year, the Los Angeles 
Rams moved to St. Louis, the 
Los Angeles Raiders went to 
Oakland, the Cleveland 
Browns said they were going 
to Baltimore and the Hous- 
ton Oilers announced plans 
to play in Nashville, Tennes- 
see by 1998. 


"That's just been my job 
since I've been here, so it's 


nothing new to me." Perry 
said about filling in for John- 
son. 

"It felt good to be able to 
come in and play a key part in 
a win." 

F*errv_ finished with 12 
p^ts^and^rookie Michael 
t'inley added 14 while playing 
solid defence on Jordan. 


"It was just a super effort 
y everybody/' Phoenix 


by everybody/* Phoenix 
coach Cotton Fitzsimmons 
said. 

The Suns won for just the 
second time in their last eight 
home games. 

"We jusr stopped execut- 
ing and Phoenix played very 
well." Jordan said, "ft was 
one of those nights where I 
didn't feel comfortable at the 
line. If 1 knock my free 
throws down. I think we win 
the game." 

No NBA team has «gone 
through an entire season 
without losing two straight 
games. Last season. The 
Orlando Magic did not lose 
consecutive games until the 
44th and 45ih games. 

In Denver. Cedric Cebal- 
los scored 37 points as the 
Los Angeles Lakers roiled 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


JOB OFFER 

Full-time administrator wanted 
for small international research institute 
Qualifications: 

* 5 years experience of office administration. 

* Fluency in written & spoken English and Arabic. 

( Computer literacy and experience in Word, Excel & Access. 

* Small-business accounting experience. 

* Valid Jordanian driving licence. 

Benefits: 

* Salary linked to sterling. 

* 21 days holiday per year. 

* Medical insurance scheme. 

Only qualified people need apply. 

Send CV and application letter in English with 
recommendation letter to Fax: 837197 by 13th February. 


Danish citizens residing in Jordan are invited to register 
with the Royal Danish Consulate-General, 24 Sharif 
Abdul Hamid Sharaf Street. Shmeisani, P.O.Box. 222, 
Amman 11118. Registration may be made In person or 
by mail. Danish citizens who have already registered 
with the Consulate-General are invited to renew their 
registration - and in future to do so every year. Danish 
citizens are also invited to notify the Consulate-General 
upon permanent departure. 


Danske statsborgere med fast bopael i Jordan bedes 
lade sig registrere ved det danske Generalkonsulatet, 
24 Sharif Abdul Hamid Sharaf Street, Shmeisani, 
P.O.Box. 222, Amman 11118. Registrering kan ske ved 
personlig henvendelse pa Generalkonsulatet eller pr. 
brev. Danske statsborgere, som allerede har ladet sig 
registrere, bedes bekraefte, at de fortsat har fast 
bopael i Jordan. En sadan genbekraeftelse bedes 
foretaget hvert aar. Danske statsborgere, som flytter 
fna Jordan, bedes foer afrejsen give Generalkonsulatet 
meddelelse herom. 


CINEMA 


TEL: 634144 CINEMA 


TEL: 609238 CINEMA 
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PHOENIX (R) — Suddenly 
the Chicago Bulls look 
vulnerable, and the Phoenix 
Suns look dangerous. 

Elliot Perry, subbing for 
the injured Kevin Johnson, 
sank two free throws- with 
1:22 to play to snap a tie and 
Charles Barkley scored 35 
points and made two key 
steals in the final minute as 
the Suns dealt the Bulls their 
second straight loss. 106-96 
Tuesday. 

Chicago, which lost to De- 
nver Sunday but is still a 
league-best 41-5. lost con- 
secutive games for the first 
time this season. 

Michael Jordan scored 28 
points and Scottie Pippen 
added 19 for the Bulls, who 
blew a 16-point second- 
quarter lead and lost con- 
secutive games for the first 
time since last February. 

“The bulls are the best 
team in the NBA. They're 
very good." said Barkley. 
"They can be beat if you play 
well." 


“He believes in himself 
and his team and that's why I 
love him so much. He 
showed everyone he still has 
a lot of heart and is one of the 
great players in the game/' 
Johnson, who had 2(1 
points and 10 assists in just 32 
minutes, strained his left 
hamstring with 4:19 remain- 1 
ing in the third quarter. John- 
son was J2-of-13 from the 
field. 



Orlando Magic centre Sbaquille O'Neal (32) goes high to 
score despite pressure from Sacramento Kings' centre 


Duane Causweli during first 
Arena (Reuters photo) 


over the Nuggets 99-78 for 
their Kith win in 12 games. 

Magic Johnson added 16 
points for Los Angeles, 
which improved to 3-1 since 
his return. 

Dikembe Mutombo scored 
2U points for Denver. 

In Orlando. Penny Hard- 
away had 24 points and eight 
assists and Shaquille O'Neal 
added 22 points as the Magic 
improved to 25-t) at home this 


season with a 112-102 victory 
over the Sacramento Kings, 

Orlando has also won 32 
straight home games since 
March of 1995. The Magic 
are twd wins away from 
matching the all-time best 
start at home. 27 by the 
1946-47 Washington Capi- 
tols. 

Mitch Richmond scored 23 
of his 25 points in the second 
half for Sacramento. 


In Seattle. Shawn Kemp 
and Gary Payton scored 27 


RESULTS 


tSan Antonio 

109 

Charlotte 

102 

Cleveland 

91 

Boston 

73 

Orlando 

112 

Sacramento 

102 

Phoenix 

106 

Chicago 

96 

Milwaukee 

114 

Dallas 

. HI 

LA Lakers 

99 

Denver 

78 

Seattle 

99 

Houston 

94 


points apiece as the Super- 
sonics continued their mas- 
tery of the Houston Rockets 
with a 99-94 victory. 

Detlef Schrempf added 17 
points, nine rebounds and 
nine assists for Seattle, which 
has won seven straight games 
and 14 of the last 11? from the 
two-time defending cham- 
pions. Seattle has won 19 of 
its last 23 games overall. 

Clyde Drexler scored 24 
points and Hakeem Ola- 
juwon and Sam Cassell added 
21 apiece for Houston, which 
has lost seven of its last til 
games. 

In Charlotte. Vinnv Del 
Negro scored nine of his 17 
points in a 211-0 run in the first 
quarter as the San Antonio 


Spurs cruised to a 109-102 
victory over the Hornets, 
their fourth win in five 
games. . . 

David Robinson had 23 
points and 15 rebounds and 
Sean Elliott scored 23 points 
for the Spurs, who never 
trailed after the first two mi- 
nutes. 

Larry Johnson scored 21 
points for the Hornets. 

in Cleveland. Bobby Phills 
scored 21 points as the Cava- 
liers whipped the Boston Cel- 
tics 91-73 for their fourth 
straight victory. 

Cleveland held the Celtics 
to their lowest point total in 
three seasons. Todd Day 
scored 14 poinis to lead Bos- 
ton. which has losr 17 of its 
last 22 games. 


Gordeeva cannot imagine skating pairs again 


NEW YORK (R) — Former world and Olympic pairs 
champion Ekaterina Gordeeva says she cannot imagine 
skating pairs again without her late husband Sergei Grinkov, 
according to an interview in the latest sports illustrated. 

"I cannot even think of someone else's arms around me 
touching me." she tells the magazine. “Since I was 11. I 


touched only Sergei's hand. Never anyone else's. This way I 
can still think of Sergei around me when I'm skating." 


Grinkov, who won Olympic golds with Gordeeva at Calgarv 
in 1988 and again at Lillehammer in 1992. died of a heart 
attack last November 20 at the age of 28 while practising with 
her at Lake Placid, New York. 


She describes him stopping skating, then feeling dizzy and 
hanging onto the sideboards. "He lay down very quietly. 
Marina (Zoueva. their choreographer) stopped the music. I 
kept asking what's happening, and he didn't tell me." 

In the Sports Illustrated story, the mourning 24-year-old 
widow is described as finally being able to smile again by new 
year's day and telling herself “the new life is coming." 

Gordeeva and her three-year-old daughter Daria 'shortly 
thereafter went "home" to Simsbury. Connecticut, "This 
condominium is the first place Sergei and I lived in that really 
felt like our home." Gordeeva is quoted as saying. 

The couple had been together nearly 14 years — paired bv 
the Soviet sports system when she wsa II and he was 15. 

Even before their marriage in April 1991. they were almost 
always together. 

“He always, always took care of me." Gordeeva tells the 
magazine." I didn't even know the feeling of what it's like to 


see your husband go to a different town or a different country 
for business. 

“It only happened one time. Sergei had a shoulder 
operation before our wedding. He went to Princeton, in New 
Jersey, and I was very, very worried. This is the only time I 
met him at the airport, and I brought with me one rose. After 
this, we never leave from each other again." 

Gordeeva will skate solo in Hanford? Connecticut, in a 
February 27 tribute show to Grinkov which will also feature 
fomer world champions Kurt Browning. Katarina Witt and 
Brian Boitano. Proceeds from the show, which will be 
televised later, will help Gordeeva and her daughter^ 

At a private viewing last month at Ottawa's Minto Skating 
Club, where she had been training for the show, Gordeeva's 
emotional performance to Gustav Mahler's Sombre number5 
symphony included her kneeling.on the ice and putting out her 
arms as if to hold Grinkov one last time. 


VOLVO FOR SALE 

Duty unpaid, 1983 Volvo 760 GLE, silver, 
great condition, mileage 107,000 Km 
Must sell! $ 3,500 or best offer. 

Call 617945 


PHILADELPHIA 


PLAZA 


t TEL- 677420 

CONCORD 


WESLEY SNIPES 
& YANCY BUTLER 
in 


DROP ZONE 


Shows: 12:30, 3:00, 6:15, 8:30, 1Cfc30 pm 


Nabieleh Oubead/ safiyah Al 
Omaree/Farouq Feeshawi 

in 

Atabeht Al Settat 
(ladle's Step) 
Arabic 

Shows: 12:30, 2:15 .6:45. S:30. ir : 30 


CONCORD "I" 

WOLF 

Shows: 12:30, 2:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD “2" 

* Jim Carrie 

Shows: 2:30, 6:15 


AMMOUN THEATRE & 

C I N E M A/ TEL: 6X8274 - 618275 

Adel Imam & Yusra 


Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 

TEL: 625155 


Birds of 
Darkness 


(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3. 6:30, 8:30. 10:30 


Ahlan T<9tbie w p!ay 

Welcome Normalisation 

Shows: 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation call 625155 
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sports 


Premier League’s 21st 
week kicks off today 

Hussein, Wihdat clash Friday 

By a Jordan Times -Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Kingdom’s top soccer teams Thursday 
enter the 21st week of the Premier League championship 
knowing very well that their upcoming results will deter- 
mine the season's champion. 

With A1 Ramtha and AI Faisali trailing closely, currently 
leaders Al Wihdat will have to win their upcoming two 
matches against Al Hussein and Al Baqaa to secure their 
title regardless of the results other teams. 

- Despite the fact that Al Wihdat only lost two matches in 
the competition so far, they only took the lead last ' week 
after Al Ramtha lost to Al Ahli and Al Faisali and dropped 
to second. 

Al Ramtha and Al Faisali have easy opponents when 
they face already relegated Sahab and Russeifa. 

While AI Ramtha's chances of regaining the lead depend 
on their win over Sahab and Al Wihdat's defeat to Al' 
Hussein, current third placed Al Faisali's chances are more 
remote as they will need Al Wihdat's defeat or draw and Al 
Ramtha's loss. 

With the last four teams relegated last week. Al Ahli 
meet Al Baqaa hoping to improve their record, while Al 
Jazireh meet Al Qaaissieh who are currently fourth. 
Meanwhile fifth placed Kufrsoum meet Al Jalil. 

j Top scorers 

I Al Jahl's Ibrahim Abdul Uadi is the league top scorer with 
17 goals 

JiryesTadros (Faisali) 12 goals 

Bassam Khatib (Ahli) 11 goals 

Abdullah Shtyyab (Hussein) 11 goals 

BQstaam Abdul Mune'm rWihdai) 9 goals 

Riyad Azmi (Jazireh) 9 goals 

Schedule of 21st week 

Jazireh-Qadissieh Thnrs. 8/2 

Faisali-Russeifa Thurs. 8/2 

Wihdat-Hussein FH. 9/2 

Kufrsoum- Jain : Fri.9/2 

Sahab-Ramtha Fri. 9/2 

Ahli-JBaqaa Sat. 10-2 

Standings before 21st week 


Wihdat 

Ramtha 


Qadissieh 

Kufrsoun 

Hussein 



Bowe’s next fight 
will be in court 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Heavyweight boxer Riddick 
Bowe and Time Warner 
Sports will go to court here 
March 11 to settle a contract 
dispute that could keep the 
U.S. fighter a matchup with 
Britain's Lennox Lewis. 

A date was set in U.S. 
district court after three days 
of talks before judge. Loretta 
Preska failed to achieve a 
deal. Rock Newman. Bowe's 
manager, contends a deal be- 
tween Bowe and Time War- 
ner' is over. The company 
believes its deal renews with 
each Bowe triumph and re- 
mains in force. It plans to 
show a Lewis-Bo we fight in 
April. 

But Newman contends 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Distinguished location in West Amman, Umm 
Utheinah. Area 200 sq.m., 1st floor, 3 bedrooms, 
2 large drawing rooms, 3 bathrooms. All necessary 
& sufficient electric appiiances, telephone, 
elegant furniture. 

Call Tel: 865822 


"The Amman Little League Association is holding 
its first Quiz Night at the Philadelphia Hotel, on 
Tue. Feb. 13, 1996, at 8:30 p.m. Tickets are JD 10 
per person and also include a light snack, desert 
and soft drinks, all served in a Ramadan 
atmosphere/ 

For further information and to purchase 

the tickets please call Tel No. 819212. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WTTH OMAR SHARIF 
&TANNAH HIRSCH 
01966 TrtBung MM Samoa, me. 

READ THOSE CARDS 
Both vulnerable. South deals. ered hr th 


WEST 
* K8 4 3 
<754 
0 K J 3 
*10753 


NORTH 
* J72 
>7883 
O A7652 
*83 


EAST 
*1065 
VQJ1Q92 
0 94 
*QJ4 


SOUTH 
* AQ9 
<?AK7 
0Q 10 8 
+ AK96 

The bidding: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
2NT Pw 3NT Pass 
Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Two of * 

Watch every card played. Each 
has a story to Utfl that might lead 
you to the winning path This deal, 
from a rubber bridge game at New 
York's renowned Regency Whist 
Club, is a prime example. 

The auction was straightforward. 
All that remained was for South to 
bring home the tenuous contract. 
West led the deuce of clubs, cov- 


ered by the three and jack and tak- 
en by the king. Since there was no 
way to come to nine tricks without 
using dummy's diamond suit. 

declarer got things started by Lead- 
ing the quean. West covered with 
the king and was allowed to hold 
the trick. The defender reverted to 
dubs, and declarer raptured East's 
queen with the ace and persisted 
with diamonds, leading the ten. 
Again West covered, and the jack 
was allowed to win the trick. West 
exited with the five of hearts, won 
in the closed hand. 

Declarer cashed out dummy's 
three diamond tricks, discarding a 
heart and a club from hand. East 
parted with a heart and two spades, 
and West kn go of two spades. 

Declarer decided that East, bedd- 
ing the king, would not have eluded 
two spades. Baaed on West's lead of 
the two of clubs and subsequent 
spade discards. South decided that 
West's probable distribution had 
been 4-2-3-4. So declarer came to 
.hand with the king of hearts, 
removing West's only safe exit, and 
threw West in with a club. West 
could score two club tricks, but then 
had to lead a spade away from the 
king into declarer's major tenace. 
Three no trump bid and made. 
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Oscar de La Hoya works out at Top Rank upcoming Super Lightweight fight (Reuters 
Gym in Las Vegas io preparation for his photo) 

Chavez, De La Hoya showdown nears 


Olympic venues get face-lift 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
Julio Cesar Chavez and 
Oscar de La Hoya. one win 
each away from facing each 
•other in June, discussed that 
'possibility at an uncharacter- 
istically polite news confer- 
ence on Monday. 

Chavez meets Scott Wal- 
ker in a ID-round non-title 
fight Friday night at Caesars 
Palace in Las' Vegas, while 
De La Hoya faces Darryl 
Tyson in his first junior wel- 
terweight bout on the same 
card. Thai fight will he a 
12-rounder. 

Chavez, yfi-l-l with 7s 
knockouts, is the World Box- 
ing Council s junior welter- 
weight champion. De La 
Hoya. 2<M) with IS knock- 
outs. is the World Boxing 


organisation lightweight 
champion, but is moving up 
five pounds in weight. 

Promoter Bob Arum said 
Chavez and De Lu Hoya will 
meet in a long-anticipated 
bout June 7 at Caesars Palace 
if both beat their underdog 
opponents. Scott is 21-3 with 
12 knockouts while Tyson is 
47-K-l with 24 knockouts. 

Arum said he will guaran- 
tee Chavez and De La Hoya 
$9 million each plus a percen- 
tage of the closed -circuit re- 
venue. All that stands in the 
way are Walker and Tyson. 

*if 1 had my way. Oscar 
and Julio would not he fight- 
ing Friday night." Arum said. 
"[ ve seen too many hig fights 
spoiled hv these kind of 
tune up fights." 

Da La Hovu. who turned 


23 Sunday, called Chavez. 33 
“his boyhood and current 
idol." 

”1 respect Julio so much 
that I asked Boh Arum to put 
me on Chavez’ preliminary or 
undercard." Da La Hoya 
said. 

Chavez will fight last in the 
traditional main event posi- 
tion on the card. 

Chavez said the fact that 
De La Hoya will be his 100th 
fight — assuming both win 
■Friday night — ^significant. 

"And it could possibly be 
my last/' said Chavez, consi- 
dered the greatest fighter 
ever to come out of Mexico. 

"A hundred professional 
fights. I've only had 20 and 
I'm already tired." De La 
Hova said. 


ATLANTA (AFP) — Olympian demand on we were 1 
new and existing sports facilities have given ’but for : 
organisers of the 19% Summer Olympics spokesmai 
unprecedented challenges as they prepare to want to c 
host the world. these nev 

"Even though we have handled special especially 
events like the Super Bowl, we have never buses, the 
done anything on a scale of the Olympics.” lots.*' 
said Khalil Johnson, general manager of the c r£ wd 1 

Georgia Dome. downtown 

The #5.(J00-seai enclosed stadium will be ^ ^ 

the venue for Olympic basketball and gym- Q Mr ■ f 
nasties and in the centre of games' activities in e 

downtown Atlanta, ” Concress 

"This will be an intense rime forU.S.." ^ 

Johnson said. *‘We will be hosting three or ^ ^ ' 

four events each day for 16 days, running ac j j a cem i 
nearly concurrently from 9 in the morning to * Throne 
11 at night." Centennfa 

“Existing facilties such as the Georgia ^ g . 
Dome must be adapted to the new demands outwe : e », 
placed upon them. Changes in access areas. * . 

tighter security needs, staff training and sche- “We've 
duiing and making certain food products are ments. Jol 
those' of Olympic sponsors are all details that rional exp 
must be completed before the first event front doo 
begins. - historical 

New facilities pose their own special prob- “And he; 
lems. even though they were constructed with boils dow 
rhe Olympics in mind. "The rationale was that having fui 


Carl Lewis skips 
1 00- metre reunion 


NEW YORK (AFP) — Carl 
Lewis received a rebuke from 
another former Olympic 
sprint champion here Tues- 
day for skipping a reunion of 
100-metre Olympic cham- 
pions. 

“Whatever the case, Carl 
Lewis should be here,” said 
Harrison Dillard, the 1948 
Olympic sprint winner. 
“Someone of his stature, with 
everything he has achieved, 
should be here." 

Dillard, at 72 the eldest 
surviving 100-metre Olympic 
champion, was joined by 
reigning 100-metre Olympic 
champion Linford Christie of 


Britain and past winners 
ValeryBorzov, Allan Wells. 
Hasely Crawford. Jim Hines. 
Bob Hayes, Bob Morrow and 
Lindy Remigino. 

The gathering was in re- 
membrance of the 60th 
anniversary of the stunning 
performance by Jesse Owens 
at the Berlin Olympics. The 
black American woh four 
gold medals, set two world 
records and dashed Adolf 
Hitler's dreams of showing 
off Nazi superiority. 

The reunion came at pre- 
sentation ceremonies for the 
Owens Award, named for the 
1936 Games star.' 


we were building not just for the Olympics; 
’but for after-use." organising committee 
spokesman Doug Amol said. ”We didn't 
want to construct white elephants, so even 
these new facilities have to be adapted, 
especially in terms of getting people out to 
buses, then to our subway system and parking 
levs." 

Crowd flow issues are a major concern, in 
downtown Atlanta, a typical day will feture: 

* 3O.U00 people moving in and out of the 
Georgia Dome twice a day. 

•it 5.0 00 people at the nteghbouring World 
Congress Centre every 45 minutes. 

* 14.000 people at the Omni for every event. 

* 7.000 broadcasters moving through the 
adjacent world broadcast centre. 

* Throngs more attending activities ut nearby 
Centennial Olympic park. 

* But the Georgia Dome, the opportunities 

outweigh any difficulties. j 

“We've had permanent facility improve- 
ments. Johnson said. “We will gain interna- 
tional exposure. The new park creates a new 
front door for U.S. This is a significant j 
historical event we're proud to be part of: 
“And hey. we’re not rocket scientists. It all 
boils down to people playing sports and 
having fun.” . 


VanAlmsick : 
pulls out 
of finale 

BONN (R) — World cham- 
pion Franziska Van Almsick 
on Tuesday unexpectedly 
puffed out of this weekend 's 
World Cup series finale in the 
-German town of Gelsenkir- 
chen. 

The German swimmers 
manager Werner Koestex 
said: "Looking ahead to the 
Olympics, two weeks df hajd 
training are more important 
than the World Cup." 

However. Van Almsick is 
known to be in dispute with 
the German Swimming Fed- 
eration (DSV) over spon- 
sorship. ! 


Bowe is free to sign a richer 
deal elsewhere because a 
1994 fight againsr Buster 
Mathis Jnr. in Atlantic City 
ended in a no contest after 
Bowe knocked out Mathis 
while the fighter was on one 
knee. 

Since then, Bowe has re- 
ceived $25 million for fights 
under the Time Warner con- 
tract without previously sug- 
gesting the deal was off. 

"Even if he loses, the abil- 
ity to end the contract is 
ours," Time Warner Sports 
chairman Seth Abraham 
said. 

Newman said Bowe is 
“very angry at how “the suits' 
up on Sixth Avenue are treat- 
ing U.S." 


Magic says 
he wanted 
to be a Knick 

NEW YORK (AFP) — Magic Johnson wanted to play for 
former coach Pat Riley and the New York Knicks but was 
denied an early retunvto the National Basketball Associa- 
tion by the Los Angeles Laments. „a report said. 

Johnson, who returned the league last week after a 
retirement of more than four years, told the New York Post 
he discussed a return with Riley "every year” since leaving 
the Lakers in 1991. 

Riley, who guided the Lakers to four NBA crowns with 
Johnson in a starring role, spent four seasons with the 
Knicks but left to guide Miami this season. 

Knicks officials said they sought the rights to Johnson but 
talks never moved beyond initial stages because of John- 
son’s salary, which included a payment of 515 million. 

Johnson will make $2.5 million for his half-season with 
the Lakers and be a free agent when the campaign closes. 


Jordan Times 
Tel: 684311 






, 7i i*i 

eXT MM AN 

HAYAT AMMAN 
SUITES HOTEL 

Tel. 837175 
Fax. 837172 


■la 








Jm&M & ¥. * 


HLQASR HOTEL 

SPECIAL RAMADAN OFFER 
VALID UNTIL END OF FEBRUARY 




V 

y m J 


JD 30 FOR SINGLE OR DOUBLE ROOM 


☆ JD 30 INCLUDES 20% SALES TAX 
AND SERVICE 



☆ CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST 

☆50%D]SCOUNTON MEALS, 
ON FIRST DAYiOF ARRIVAL 


☆ PICK-UP FROM THE AIRPORT- 



THE 

5-STAR HOTEL 
SERVICE 



FOR MORE INFORMATION 
PLEASE CONTACT 

689671/2 

666140 


NEXT TO SJQKT & SOUND 


THIS OFFER IS APPLICABLE FOR 
A MINIMUM STAY OF TWO NIGHTS 








Wm 

g*§lg 


rAVYrji 







P«r peraon in a double room 

Round trip air ticket with air France 
6 nights accommodation with breakfast. 
Offer valid through Al-Fitr Holidays. 

London /Paris & London/ Paris & Disneyhuid 


Fyr further details contact: 

The Orientals for Travel & Tours 
683859 / 683876 / 079-22207 
or your travel agent 























flews 


JORDAN TIMES, THURSDA Y-FRIPAY , FEBRUARY^ 


Millions are 
threatened in 
Sudan — U.N. 


NAIROBI (Agencies) — 
The United Nations said on 
Wednesday a stepped-up civil 
war in southern Sudan was 
threatening humanitarian 
conditions and appealed for 
over $100 million to assist 
some 4.5 million famished 
people. 

“Intensified fighting in 
areas of southern Sudan is 
threatening to undermine the 
precarious health and nutri- 
tional status of vulnerable 
people." the U.N.'s umbrella 
organisation Operation Life- 
■ line Sudan said in a statement 
issued in Nairobi. 

The statement said the 
most affected areas were in 
nonhem parts of Bahr A1 
Ghazal. Jonglei and Upper 
Nile provinces. 

Black African rebels of the 
Sudan People's Liberation ■ 
Army (SPLA) based in the 
south have been fighting a 
succession of governments 
led by northerners since 
1984. either for greater 
auronomv or full independ- 
ence. 

An estimated 1.3 million 
people have died during the 
12-year-old civil war from the 
conflict and related famine. 
Nearly three million south- 
erners have fled their homes. 


"Despite increased efforts 
in 1995 to control Guinea 
worm and immunisable dis- 
eases. repeated insecurity 
forced many health centres to 
close. In recent weeks relief 
staff have reported a rise in 
disease outbreaks, including 
typhoid and diarrhoeal dis- 
eases," the statement added. 

The statement said the 
cash-strapped world body 
would need about S107 mil- 
lion to assist the war-affected 
civilians in southern Sudan, 
transition zones between 
northern and southern 
Sudan, and displaced camps 
around the capital Khar- 
toum.' 

Of this amount, the U.N. 
World Food Programme 
(WFP) is appealing for S40 
million for food and trans- 
port. According to the WFP 
some 2. 1 million people risk 
starvation without food aid as 
stocks have been depleted 
between April to August. 

“Priority activities include 
emergency food aid for an 
estimated 2.1 million war- 
affected people, and projects 
to assist some 4.25 million 
people in secotrs of health, 
nutrition and special care for 
children," it said. 

(Continued on page 7) 


189 said killed in 
charter jet crash 


SANTO DOMINGO, Domi- 
nican Republic (Agencies) — 
Boeing 757 carrying German 
tourists home from the Carib- ' 
bean crashed into shark- 
infested waters off the Domi- 


nican Republic. A total of 
189-people, including four 
children, were on board. 


Lightning may have caused 
the crash, the plane's Turkish 
owners said. 

“Civil aviation authorities 
we spoke to by phone from 
Dominica half an hour ago 
said the crash may have been 
caused by lightning," Muhip 
Ismen, president of Birgen 
Air, told Reuters in Istanbul. 

“It reached 6,000 feet 
(2.000 metres) and suddenly 
disappeared from radar 
screens," he said. 

The plane had been leased 
from Birgen by charter air- 
line Alas Nacionales for the 
day. It crashed into the 
Atlantic Ocean shortly after 
take-off from the Dominican 
airport of Puerto Plata late 
on Tuesday. 

U.S. Coast Guard boats 
and helicopters searching for 
survivors off the Dominican 
Republic's north coast 
Wednesday spotted bodies, 
empty life rafts and debris 
but no survivors. At least 
eight bodies were recovered 
but divers were wary of en- 
tering the water. 

The charter aircraft was 
headed for Frankfurt and 
Berlin. A total of 17b passen- 


gers and 13 crew members 
were on board. Eleven of the 
crew were Turkish and two 
were Dominican, according 
to Birgen. 

“The initial report that 
we've got is that there's de- 
bris in the water, several life 
rafts that have been seen and 
also reports of bodies in the 
water. There has been no 
report of survivors thus far." 
said Lieutenant Stephen Les- 
lie of the U.S. coast guard in 
Miami. 

David Gragengeter, an 
emergency rescue official 
with the Coast Guard in 
Puerto Rico, said rain was 
falling in the area and seas 
were reported to be rough, 
complicating rescue efforts. 

Coast Guard Lieutenent 
Benedict Lincoln in San Juan 
said coast guard pilots had 
spotted sharks in the area of 
the crash site. 

“The area is shark- 
infested." he said. “It 
obviously would hamper re- 
covery of either survivors or 
bodies from the water." 

The aircraft had been in 
the air only five minutes 
when a radar operator noted 
that it had turned around and 
was headed back to land, said 
Luis Flores Mota. a spokes- 
man with the Dominican Re- 
public's civil air agency. 

There was no radio contact 
with the plane to indicate 
there was a problem. Mr. 
Mota said. 


Perry: U.S. cooperating with 
Middle Eastern countries to 
bring about change in Iraq 



WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The United .States is cooper- 
ating with a number of coun- 
tries in the Middle East to 
accelerate the demise of the 
government of Saddam Hus- 
sein. U.S. Defence Secretary 
William Perry said Tuesday. 

“I think there are things 
which we and Jordan and 
other nations in the region 
can do to accelerate the de- 
mise of the present regime in 
Iraq. We are already cooper- 
ating in some actions." Mr. 
Perry said in a speech before 
the Washington Institute for 
Near East Policy. 

He did not give details as 
to the nature of the actions. 

Mr. Perry called Iran, Iraq 
and Libya “the world's three 
most dangerous prolifer- 
ators" of nuclear weapons. 

But he warned that the 
United States must also be 
ready to face a conventional 
threat from Iran and Iraq. 
"Iraq still has the largest 
military in the region and it 
shows no signs of foregoing 
its belligerent, aggressive 
stance.” he said. 

“Iran also has a growing 
military and its aggressive 
posture in the Strait of Hor- 
muz is a threat to the free 
passage of dll from the Gulf 
to the United States and 
friends and allies.” the 
secretary of defence said. 
The Strait of Hormuz sepa- 
rates Iran from the United 


Arab. Emirates. 

To' contain “Iraqi and Ira- 
nian threats" in the region, 
the U.S. strategy has been to 
deploy air and naval forces in 
the region, position equip- 
ment there and help step up 
the defence of other Middle 
East countries. Mr. Perry 
said. 

“Our security relations 
with these countries are at a 
historic high.” he- said, 
adding that improved rela- 
tions rfg gi the U.S. could 
deploy the same number of 
troops to-4he region as for the 
Gulf war" in only a week 
rather than the month it took 
for 1991 conflict. 

Mr. Penry said the United 
States will “continue to 
underwrite Israel's military 
with 1.8 billion (dollars I ... 
and we will strengthen our 
cooperative efforts to protea 
Israel." 

The secretary added that 
Israel's backing of the sale of 
U.S. F-I6 fighter jets to Jor- 
dan shows “a new thinking by 
the Israeli government. Israel 
understands the important 
role that Jordan's armed 
forces play in the stability in 
the Kingdom and of the re- 
gion." he said. 

Mr. Perry added that if 
Israel and Syria reach a peace 
accord, the United States 
“will work to deepen peace 
and security for all the na- 
tions of the region." 


Queen Alia 
remembered 

Friday, Feb. 9, marks- ; 
the 18th anniversary ; i 
of the tragic death of ' 
Queen Alia, who died 
in a helicopter crash 
while returning from 
an inspection trip to a 
hospital in Tafileh. 

Queen Alia, born :■ 
Alia Baha Lid din | 
Toukan, was married p 
to His Majesty King ' 
Hussein in December 
1971. They had two 
children - Their 
Royal Highnesses ! 
, Princess Haya and I 
Prince Ali - and they I 
adopted Abir I 
Muheissen in 1972. 1 


Christopher presses 
PLO chief on charter 




BEIT HANUN (AFP) — 
U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher urged 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat Wednesday to de- 
velop democracy in his 
autonomy government and to 
revoke references to Israel’s 
destruction from the Palesti- 
nian national covenant. 

Speaking after a one-hour 
meeting here, Mr. Christ- 
opher congratulated Mr. 
Arafat for his election last 
month as Palestinian presi- 
dent and for the parallel elec- 
tion of a legislative council to 
govern Palestinians living in 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

But he stressed that the 
polls were “only one step” 
towards forming “an 
accountable government." 

“A Palestinian council . 


needs to be convened and 
there needs to be established 
an independent judiciary in 
order to ensure respect for 
law and human rights," he 
said. 

“We also discussed the 
commitments of the chair- 
man and the Palestinians to 
amend the covenant and the 
chairman confirmed that 
commitment and said they 
would carry it out in a timely 
fashion." he said. 

“It is essential for members 
of the council to fulfil their 
commitment to amend the 
covenant and to take all 
possible steps to prevent ter- 
ror," he said. 

At a joint press conference 
Wednesday, Mr. Arafat 
reiterated his pledge concern- 
ing the covenant but offered 

' (Continued on page 7) 


Arafat slow in breaking from past 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat, anxious to eli- 
cit Israeli concessions and 
satisfy his own public opin- 
ion. is moving slowly in 
amending the Palestinian 
charter's calls for the elimina- 
tion of Israel. 

. Palestinian analysts said 
Wednesday that Mr. Arafat 
was likely to miss the end of 
April deadline agreed with 
Israel for changing the char- 
ter. 

Under Palestinian-Israeli 
peace accords, references to 
Israel's destruction in the 
charter must be revoked 
within two months of the 
newly-elected Palestinian 
council's first meeting. That 
is expected later this month. 

“I think it will take more 
time' and there will be a lot of 
bargaining between the 
Israelis and Palestinians," 
said Ghassan Khatib. head of 
the Jerusalem Media and 
Communications Centre. 

A Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) Execu- 
tive Committee meeting en- 
ded Tuesday without setting 
3 date to convene the Palesti- 
nian National Council 
(PNC), the parliament-in -ex- 
ile, which has the power to 
amend the charter. 

•The Executive. Committee 
did begin a discussion on the 
possibility of drafting a new' 
charter rather than amending 
the existing one, which was 


drawn up in 19,64 and 
amended in 1968. 

But it was not dear if this 
would satisfy Israel. 

The charter says there are 
no Jewish ties to Palestine 
and it rejects the legitimacy 
of Jews having a nation state. 
It calls for liberation through 
the use of armed struggle. 

While mainstream Palesti- 
nians consider the charter 
outdated, some also believe 
that it correctly outlines his- 
toric wrongs they have suf- 
fered. 

An opinion poll taken last 
month by the Nablus-based 
Centre for Palestine Re- 
search and Studies (CPRS) 
among 3.000 respondents 
showed th epublic to be even- 
ly split on the idea of scrap- 
ping the anti-Israel articles. 

Repladng the charter with 
a new one would probably 
gain broader backing, said 
Nadir Said, a CPRS pollster. 

“Psychologically if is much 
easier to make a new 1 one 
because it does not look like 
giving in to the Israelis." he 
said. 

Right-wing Israelis say that 
to this date the charter still 
reflects the true intentions of 
the PLO. The Israeli foreign 
ministry, meanwhile, signal- 
led flexibility on whether a 
new, moderate charter would 
be acceptable. 

“It is up to them to choose 
the procedure," Yigal Pal- 
mor. an official at the minis- 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Amir lawyers seek 'emotional order 1 defence 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Attorneys for Yitzhak Rabin's 
confessed assassin plan to adopt a new strategy and argue 
that their client suffered from emotional disorders. Israel 
Radio said Wednesday. Under an amendment of Israel's 
criminal code, a defendant convicted of murder can get less 
than a life term if it is proven that, while basically sane, he 
suffers from emotional problems. Rabin assassin Yigal 
Amir. 25. faces life plus 49 years in prison if convicted of- 
murder and conspiracy. Jonathan Ray Goldberg, one of 
Amir's three attorneys, said Wednesday he knew nothing 
of a new strategy. “I'm surprised to hear that." he said. 
Amir’s two court-appointed attorneys could not im- 
mediately be reached for comment. Amir's defence has' 
been in disarray, with two defence lawyers quitting last 
month over Amir's insistence to turn the trial into a- 
platform for his militant political beliefs. 

U.N. warns situation in Somalia is fragile 

NAIROBI (AFP) — Somalia's humanitarian situation is 
fragile and could turn critical in some regions if security 
conditions worsen, the leader of a U.N. mission warned 
Wednesday on his return from a six-day visit to the nation. 
Manuel Aranda da Silva, director of the Complex 
Emergency Division of the U.N. Department of Humanita- 
rian Affairs in New York, led a mission to Mogadishu, the 
southeren port city of Kismayo as well as Hargeisa. ‘ 
self-styled capital of the breakaway “republic of Somali- 
land" in the north and its IndifTn Ocean port at Bossaso 
from Feb. 1 to 6. “The humanitarian situation in Somalia is 
fragile and has the potential to become critical in some 
regions should security conditions worsen, thereby imped- 
ing the delivery of assistance, or should there be an 
unfavourable harvest in 1996." Mr. Da Silva said in a I 
statement. i 

Wanted: Israeli ambassador for Egypt 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — The Israeli foreign ministry has run 
into trouble trying to- find a candidate willing to take over 
the job of ambassador to Egypt, leaving the current 
diplomat stuck in the post, the daily Ycdiot Ahuronot 
reported Wednesday. The foreign ministry refused to 
comment on the report, which said that “security restric- 
tions" and difficulties imposed on the ambassador in Cairo 
.had discouraged potential candidates. In the meantime the 
current envoy. David Suhan. who asked for a new posting 
after three-and-a-ha!f years in Cairo and was recently 
named to Israel's embassy in Canada, must remain in the 
Egyptian capital pending his replacement, the newspaper 
said. It said that every diplomat approached by the foreign 
ministry commission charged with selecting ambassadors 
had turned down the job. The posts of deputy ambassador, 
press attache and first secretary are also empty, it said. The 
Yediot quoted diplomats who have served in Egypt as 
complaining about the cool relations they had with their 
Egyptian counterparts and others. 

EU aid for Palestinian parliament 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — The European 
Union (ELI) will give the Palestinians S3. 75 million in aid to 
help them set up their newly-elected parliament, a Euro- - 
pean spokesman said Wednesday. “The aid has been 
approved and it can be mobilised quickly." Thomas Dupla. 
the European Commission representative in Jerusalem, 
told AFP. He said the EU would also give technical 
assistance to the legislative council, whose 88 members 
were elected in the first Palestinian polls on Jan. 20. 


Mr. Arafat told reporters 
Wednesday after meeting 
U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher that he 
would refer discussion of the 
charter first to the elected 
Palestinian legislative coun- 
cil. and only then to the PNC. 

In exchange for a move on . 
the charter. Mr. Arafat will 
want Israel to release more 
Palestinian prisoners, create 
safe passages for easy trans- 
port between the Gaza Strip 
and West Bank, and help 
boost the Palestinian eco- 
nomy. Mr. Khatib said. 

“The more he can get from 
the Israelis, the more he can 
convince the Palestinians to 
go ahead with changes in the 
covenant,'* he said. 

Bishara Da wood, a newly- 
elected legislator from Beth- 
lehem, said Israel's demand 
must be linked to the Jewish 
state's recognising Palesti- 
nian self-determination. 

“We have to make a pack- 
age deal so that we have our 
state." he said. 

Mr. Dawood called for the 
release of prisoners and an 
Israeli pullout from the West 
Bank city of Hebron before 
moves on the covenant are 
made. 

“1 am also challenging 
Israel to define its own bor- 
ders.” he said. “We have co 
protect ourselves and we 
have to remember who has the 
capacity to destroy whom." 


Israeli troops are due to . 
partially withdraw in March 
from Hebron, but will main- 
tain a presence to protea 
some 400 hardline Jewish set- 
tlers living amid the town's 
120.000 Palestinian residents. 

Changes opposed 
Palestinians are opposed to 
amending the PLO charter 
without obtaining an inde- 
pendent state in return, 
according to a survey pub- 
lished Wednesday. 

Forty-nine per cent of 
those questioned said they 
agreed to changing the char- 
ter in exchange for a state, 
while 30 per cent were 
opposed to amending it 
under any conditions. 

Only six per cent said the 
PLO should meet Israel's de- 
mands to change the charter, 
and the rest expressed no 
opinion in the poll carried out 
by the Jerusalem Media and 
Communication Centre. 

The survey also .found that 
four Palestinians in five are 
optimistic about their future 
after the Jan. 20 election of 1 
an autonomy council. Four- 
teen per cent said they were 
“pessimistic.” 

The poll was carried out 
among 1,255 people in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip on 
Feb. 1 and 2. 

Mr. Arafat has asked a 
committee of lawyers and 
legislators 4o draw up a 
Palestinian constitution, a’ 
member of the group said. 


Rights 
group 
assails 
Egyptian 
press law 

CAIRO (AFP) — Relations 
between press and govern- 
ment in Egypt are in crisis 
after a year in which 120 
.journalists and writers were 
interrogated by the author- , 
ities or taken to court, a 
human rights group said 
Wednesday. 

The Centre for Human 
Rights Legal Aid said in a 
report that freedom of ex- 
pression came under increas- 
ing pressure in 1995 because 
of new government restric- 
tions and Islamic fun- 
damentalists using the courts 
to silence critics. 

“For- the first time ever, 
two journalists were tried be- 
fore a military court. Physical 
assaults on journalists also 
increased, in particular during 
the legislative elections in 
November 1995.“ it said. 

Two journalists — Abed 
A1 Bakri. editor-in-chief of 
Al Ahali newspaper, and 
! Tharwat Badawi. a reporter 
for the same newspaper — 
were jailed for two years and 
fined $15,000 each, the re- 
port said. 

A third. Magdi Ahmad 
Hussein, editor-in-chief of Al 
Shaub newspaper was jailed 
for a year and fined $4,500 
for libelling the son of the ’ 
interior minister, it added. 

The group said 12 editors 
were currently lacing trial 
and possible prison sent- 
ences. while the authorities 
were pursuing 43 journalists 
under a controversial new 
press law that brought in jail 
sentences of up to 15 years. 

Its report also focused on 
■attempts by Islamic fun- 
■ damentali5i5 to silence wri- ' 
ters and intellectuals with 
accusations of apostasy and 
offending Islam. 

It said fundamentalists had 
used rhe judiciary to file cases 
against intellectuals, using 
the legal tool of “hisba'\— 
allowing any offended Mus- 
lim to take action — and 
“direct claim” which bypas- 
ses the prosecution. 

Some 51 writers, artists' 
and journalists were taken to 
court in 1995 using direct 
claim, it added. 



Sweden hits Israeli torture law 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Swed- 
ish Foreign Minister Lena 
Hjelm-Wallen objected 
Wednesday to Prime Minis- 
ter Shimon Peres over Israeli’ 
draft legislation which human 
. rights groups say would legal- 
ise torture against suspects. 

After their meeting Ms. 
Hjelm-Wallen said she had 
put forward Stockholm's 
objections to the proposed 
law. which would authorise 
Israeli security forces to use 
"moderate physical press- 
ure” against people sus- 
pected of involvement in' 
planning or carrying out anti- 
Israeli attacks. 

“1 understand the back- 
ground." she said after their 
encounter, “but in principle I . 
have another view." 

The draft law was drawn 
tip ’ last month by Justice 
Minister David Libai and 
would permit (he use of 
physical force by the internal 
; security agency. Shin Bet. in 
investigations. 

Mr. Libai has said that all 
methods of interrogation per- 
mitted by the bill, including 


rhe violent shaking of sus- 
pects. woudl be “in line with 
I he./ International Convention 
Against Torture." 

The bill is due to be*' pre- 
sented to the Knesset, or 
parliament, in coming weeks 
and has drawn criticism from 
a wide array of Israeli. 
Palestinian and international 
human rights groups. 

Pierre Sane, secretary- 
general of Amnesty Interna- 
tional. met with Knesset 
members Tuesday to voice 
his organisation's opposition 
to the bill. 

Ms. Hjelm-Wallen also 
held talks Wednesday with 
her Israeli counterpart Ehud 
Barak and is due to meet 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat on Thursday in Gaza 
City. 

In addition to her difer- 
ences with the Israeli govern- 
ment over the Shin Bel bill. 
Ms. Hjelm-Wallen has 
angered Isareli officials with 
plans to visit the Orient 
House, the unofficial Palesti- 
nian headquarters in East 
Jerusalem. 


She is due to meet Satur- 
day at the Orient House with 
Faisal Husseini. the Palesti- 
nian National Authority's top 
official for Jerusalem affairs. 

Israel has repeatedly asked 
foreign officials not to go to 
the Orient House, saying 
such visits boost Palestinian 
claims over East Jerusalem. 

The Jewish state insists 
that a unified Jerusalem is the 
capital of Israel, while 
Palestinians want to make 
East Jerusalem the capital of 
an independent state. 

Mr. Peres' office said he 
told the Swedish diplomat 
that only cultural events are 
authorised at the Orient 
House. “If this office becom- 
es a political centre. I 
wouldn't hesitate to close it." 
the premier warned. 

But Mr. Hjelm-Wallen 
brushed off the objections. 

"I am doing what all 
miniates from the European 
Union do. namely I am going 
to the Orient House meeting 
privately, as a social call." 
she said. 


Asia, Middle East discuss 
OSCE-style organisation 


ALMATY (AFP) — Diplo- 
mats from 15 Asian and Mid- 
dle Eastern countries from 
China to Russia began a two- 
day meeting Wednesday in 
the Kazakh capital Almaty to 
prepare the creation of a new 
regional securily forum. 

The ambitious project is to 
build an organisation capable 
of preventing conflict on the 
Asian continent, one of the 
most conflict-tom areas of 
the world, modelled on the 
Organisation for Security and 
Cooperation (OSCE) in 
Europe. 

Kazakhstan's foreign 
minister. Kassimzhomrul 
Tokavev. told delegates from 
the 15 participating countries 
and seven observer nations - 
that the- arm was “to create a 
preventive ' diplomatic 
mechanism in Asia." 

“A continuous dialogue on 
security in Asia is needed and 
will end with the creation of a 
strucutre or forum between 


all the countries." said 
Egypt's ambassador to 
Kazakhstan and Russia. 
Reda Sherata. 

Russia's deputy foreign 
minsiter. Alexander Panov, 
told the conference that "this 
meeting proves that the pro- 
cess of creating this new 
structure is on a' good foot- 
ing." 

"Russia is very interested 
in being surrounded bv a hell 
of stable countries. *’ He said. 

Two-thirds of Russia is in 
Asia and that justifies our 
presence here." 

The proposed forum would 
mark a new phase in interna- 
tional relations in the Central 
Asian region . which has long 
been ruled hy either the Hus- 
sain empire or the Soviet 
Union, with regional plates 
having little room for di- 
plomatic manoeuvre. 

“Often in the past, ideas of 
collective security in Asia 


were propu«u by the Soviet 
Union, which was suspect. 
Today, this is no longer the 
case and an Asian solidarity 
has appeared." a Western 
diplomat who asked not to be 
named told AFP. 

The name of the proposed 
body would be the Confer- 
ence on Interaction and Con- 
fidence Building Measures in 
Asta. No target date has been 
set for setting it up. 

The conference was to con- 
tinue Thursday in prepara* 
tjon for future meetings of 
the countries' foreign minis- 
ters and heads of state and’ 
government. 

The Almaty daily Kasakh- 
stanskaya Pravda reported 
that the diplomats were 
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founding texts: a declaration 
of principles on relations be- 
tween mem hers, a document 
on procedural rules at meet- 
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